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MADAM, 

NOTHING can gx^t greater p!ca- 
fure to the mind, of a benevolent 
man, thafn paying to merit the tribute 9f 
.admiration ; and I may venlure to aflcrt^ 
that the pleafurc is greatly heightened, 
when the excellence \m jadmifesis found 
in a female charader. Few have heatts 
fufficiently. adamant tOsrcfift the influ- 
ence of beauty ; and none were ever io 
loft to fenfibility- as jpot to confeis iU 
power, when accompahied .with- the 
mental graces, which throw- an* addir 
tional loftre over it, and ^vc it a per* | 
maiience beyond the attacks of .tinak^cjr 

..A 2 , iii 
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DEDICATION. 

"rfirmity. Whoever has fecn you, ^ muft 
jieceflarily be induced to confefs the 
power of beauty ; and whoever has con- 
verfcd with you will make no hefitation 
in declaring the influence of a cultivated 
tinderftanding. It is no ^yonder then, 
that one who has the happinefs of your 
friendship (hould be foUicitous to obtain 
your approbation: And I cannot refift 
this impulfe of my vanity, in fuppofing 
that the offer I make )rou of the fol- 
lowing (heets, will contribute towards 

it. 

As I cannot fufFer myfelf to doubt 
your candour, in perufing this firft at*- 
tempt of an artlcfs, unexperienced writer, 
fo I am perfuadcd you will difcover 
iiiany blemiihes in the condu^ of ray 
defign, which is not fo eafy as at firft I 
imagined ; but if I am not much de- 
ceived, I have a friend in your bcart 
which will plead my caufe even againft 
the errors of my judgment* Tkat friend 
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Is a generocrs compafBoa for tbofe 
Qigage in the caufe of virtue, tb 
Nature may have denied diem fufii 
dDilities to plead it with advantage 
am an enemy to whatever has the 
pearance of adulation ; and left that 
tribute of praife, which mig^t be 
to you, ihould be (ilippofed to flow 
fo mean a principle, I endrely ded 
panegyric, for which the materials 
fo ample, that he muft be curfed 
extraordinary ftupidity who could 
fucceed. . 

. When I was laft happy in an i 
view with you, I think the converi 
turned upon die many difmal c 
quences which arife to foctety from f 
^marriages $ and, if I am not mift; 
Madam, it was an observation of 3 
That they often extend them&lves 
npcent pofterity, and childien are c 
ed to be ui^ppy by means of th 
iaclinalton which ful^fted bctwecj 
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parents. Upon this obfervatibn the fol- 
lowing hiftory is built ; and . if I have 
been able to do juftice to the incidents, 
the diftrefs arifing from this cruel caufe 
will appear truly deplorable. If it can 
adminifler any amufement to you, and 
infpire my fair readers with a contempt 
for thofe chafadters from which fo many 
of them derive their ruin, I fliall think 
I have not written in vain -, for furely to 
prevent youth and innocence from fall- 
ing into the fnares vvhich wanton liberti- 
nifin fpreads for them, is a pleafure fo 
refined and genuine, that a delicate mind 
is fufiiciently recompenfed for the trouble 
in exhibiting the fcenes. Suffer me to 
Inform you, that the following hiftory is 
built on fadts, which happened to an 
amiable charader, with whom I have 
the honour of a particular intimacy ; and 
I am. the more difpoied to communicate 
this, as it may remove the force of a 
criticifm which your nice difcenunesvt 

will 
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will naturally make, viz. that the 
Crefles into which my heroine is thi 
are too much of the fame caft. 
objedtion I am abundantly fenfible 
the caufe . of it proceeded from a ( 
of reprefenting fads as they happ 
Had I been left to the freedom of 
I might have diverfificd her ftory, \ 
perhaps would have proved more c 
taining to the reader, but could n 
well have anfwered the deiign I 
pofed, by drawing into light the i 
misfortunes of this amiable lady. 

Before I conclude, fuffer me, 
dam, to acknowledge the many 
gations J owe you ; obligations no 
dcei of the mercenary but of a r 
higher nature, namely, for thofe en< 
ing moments of converfatioii ipent 
ther.. This ftill gallantry has yield 
me thofe pleafurcs on rccolledio 
which they, who are unacquainted 
ideal joys, muft be ever ftrangers. 


P E I C AT I O Nj 

many of thefe hours be yet in referve 
£>r us ; and may I long be happy in th^ 
friendihip of one fo capable of heighten- 
ing the pleafures of life by intelledmal 
smprovement, and of ibothing its pref* 
fures by the moft engaging tendeme^^ 
flowing from no other can£^ bnt that 
yihach has its foafis on innocence. 


Yours, fire. 
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SQ M E time ago, there Hved in the 
North of England two families, who 
counted their anceftry from the Conqucft; 
One of them was wealthy, the other of 
an inferior fortune. Simon was the eld- 
eft fon of the rich family, who, in con- 
fequence of his being heir to a very 
great eftate, and of a heavy, dull difpo^ 
fition, did cnot think proper to take .--my 
pains to cultivate iiis mindi but rcmauiea 
at home, beedtefs^ of every' accomplifl}-^ 
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ment that throws a luftrc upon opulent 
circumftances. 

He had a brother who was the reverfe 
of him : this amiable youth difcovered in* 
a very early age a true tafte for letters i 
his genius was fprightly, his temper the 
fweetefl in the world, and his mind railed 
above eveiy mean confideration. As he . 
was a younger brother, it was fit he 
ftiould be bred to fome employment ; 
and finding his tafte lead him to the ftUr 
dy of eloquence, he fefolved to become 
a lawyer ; and had fo violent a propenfion 
to ftiine as an oratofji that he was de- 
termined to furmount the drudgery of 
ftudying the law, in hopes of one day 
making a figure at the bar. In confc- 
quence of indulging this tafte, he was 
fent to London, ^nd placed in the 
Temple. 

\ Doririda was not only genteel with re- 
fpeft to the antiquity of her family, but 
more than genteel, by adding to birth 
all the' advantages which a fine education 
can beftow, with the happy circumftance 
of ftrong, natural parts. Her mother 
v?asriiedaughterof a general oflBcer, and 
her father a man, whS, in tfee early part 
of his life, had been a traveller, and, by 
feeing almoft all countries vfortji vifiting,. 
returned to. his own perfcdtly accom- 

' pliihed 
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FANNY SEYMOUR. 3 

pliflied in the fcveral Excellencies which 
form a gentleman j and as he was likcwifc 
a fcholar, there was not to be found in ail 
England a man of more general • attain- 
ments, and more unexceptionable morals. 

It is eafy to guefs what fort of education 
was, beftowed upon Dorinda : fte was 
the daughter her father doated on $ her 
mother, who loved her exceflivcly, both 
on account of her wit and beauty, did 
every thing in her power to improve her 
mind, to fet off the graces of her peifon. 
and render her agreeable to all who 
mould converfe with her. 

The young Dorinda had fuitors with- 
out number, many of whom were rcied' 
cd by the authority of her father, who 
thought them unequal to his daughter's 
merit, though he had no great fortune 
to beftow upon her. 

Amongft the reft of her fuitors Simon 
was one, whofe court/hip was as unpolitc 
as tiie other part of his conduA ;• and his 
whole deportment being aukward, he ne- 
ver was able to infinuate himfelf into Da. 
rindas favour-, nor could her fathers 
judgment much approve the addreffes of 
a man,whom he himfelf held in coht^pt : 
but It happened that Simon was-; ia" love 
withOonnda, wd, tho' Ihc gave Who, 
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nconragement, ftill he was importunate, 
nd could not defift from his courtlhip. 
^orinda hated him, becaufehewas rude; 
he defpifed him, becaufe he was igno- 
ant ; and flie epdeavoured to refift him, 
)rcaufe he prefumed upon the greatnefs 
)f his fortune to be impertinent! 

There is certainly a great unhappinefs' 
lecefiarily attending a low foitune. Do- 
inda*s mother, who had no higher opi-' 
lion of Simon's underftanding than her 
lufband, neverthelefs began to incline to 
:he match": Ihe confidered what advan* 
:age would arUe from an union between 
:he two families ; that the wealth of Si- 
lion's would be in a great meafure tranf- 
!^erred to her. own; and that, by having 
iier daughter wedded to fo great a for- 
:une', Ihe would ftrengthen the intereft of 
icr own family. Thefe motives of in- 
xreft and convenience over-ballanced 
rhofe of another fort : fhe fet her heart 
upon the' match, and encouraged Simon 
X) putfu? his addrefles to her daughter. 

Dorinda frequently remonftrated againft 
;he fate to which Acnow faw herlelf 
ioomed : flic fell at her mother's feet, 
ind inti'eated her not tafacrifice her peace, 
md her happinefs, by condemning her 
:o the arms of a man me ncrver could love, ' 
-. and 
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and even hated. But fuch, it fcem 
the earneftnefs of the lady, and i 
fluence over her hufband, that ft 
vailed upon him to give his conftn 
this united authority produced t 
tefted nuptials. Dorinda was fact 
Simon made happy, the two f\ 
were united, a general joy was d 
amongfl all tlieir relations, and 
wept hut the miferable bride. 

Poor Dorinda eilayed, however, 

concile^ if polBblc, her affections 

Jbnd : fhe now coaQdered him as h 

band, and what fhe could not eff 

vojuntary liking, flie endca.voured 

/rom eonfiderations of duty. ' She 

hot fo much to hate Simon, buty 

ibund it impoiUble to love him : 1 

iircapable of holding any conve 

^ith her in matters orcileRance and 

his underftanding reached no farthc 

the affairs of his cftate, the countr 

.dcTj and rural Iports. The lady w 

quainted with all kinds of falhionabk 

ing : Addifon, Dryden, Pope, and N 

had more charms to her, than a ca 

people, w1k> had no other ideas thar 

they received in the fmali circle o 

acquaintance, who had never hc^ 

^uch i^nowned nam^s, or. wK ^ 

■B a- , \ ■:\ •• 

J . , W . ■ . ■ • * - V - 
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Urtleunderftood the excellencies of thofe 
aurhors. 

^ Simon behaved to her, though not 
with much delicacy, at leaft with as much 
civility as was in his nature. His parents 
dying foon after the marriage, he" was in 
full poffcflion of his fortune; and this cir- 
cumftance occafioned his younger bro- 
ther, who had been fix years abfent from 
the family-feat, to pay him a vifit, at 
once to congratulate him or\ his marriage, 
^nrid'condole with him fot the death of 
their parents. His arrival proved fatal to 
poor Dorinda. Philanderi for that wais 
his name, who, as I have already ob- 
ferved, had all the accomplifliments of a 
-fine natural genius, was now greatly im*^ 
praved by feeing the worid, mixing in 
taftiionable company, and having his 
ideas enlarged by the politeft converiatioh 
which the town could afford. Befides 
thefe mental endowments, never was 
man bleffed with a finer pcrfon : his air 
and manner were exceflively alluring, and 
Nature, in her kindnefs to him, feemed 
to have exhaufted her power. 

When he left the country, Dorinda was 
toe young to imbibe -any imprcflion of 
love, though now too fatally flie found 
herfclf fenfible of that paffion : but then 

fhc 
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the objcft of her love ! — Tliis was an 
alarm to her heart : flie ftarted at inceft ; 
— endeavoured, if poffible, not to fufFer 
herfelf to feel any emotion for a man (he 
could not love, without finking into a 
degree of perdition at which nature fhud- 
ders. Philander, indeed, was not fo much 
ftruck at the firft interview with his lifter : 
he was juft come from town, where the 
attention is diffip^ted by variety, and a 
man feldom falls in love with. one beauty^ 
becaufe he is furrounded by.jpyitJtijdcs, 
A s yet he had not any opportunity of an 
unreferved converfation, nor had Dorinda 
given him any proofs of the. fuperioriry cf 
her underftanding; for (he Ihunned the 
pccafion of conyerfing with him, J^ecaule 
file too much dr^jided him, opdichole ra- 
ther to beinnoccnswith th^ brothpr^edid 
not love, than to be guilty, or appear fo, wit h 
the brother (he could not help admiring* ^ 
One day, however^ while Simon w"ks 
engaged in ft)x-hgntipg, B||il^nder^ who^ 
through a.flight indjfiJofitipqi did not at- 
tend the party, furprized kk lifter in tears 
in the garden. He was alarmed at her 
diftrefs, and earneftly prelTc^ to know 
the reafon of it. She cdnce^lc(^. the real 
caufe by afligning. a fiftitious :^sHK» 3indj 
in order to remove any jlirfpifiiofis: tl>^ 
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fuch a circumftaiicc might cceate, flic aif^ 
fumed an airx)f chearfiilncls, and cnteped 
freely into copverfation. The juftnefs of 
her obfervatidns, the acutenefs of her 
remarks, her haippy facility in fpeaking^ 
and graceful expreffion, a thoafand timci 
more furprized him, than finding her in 
tears. He was aftoniihed, how fo no- 
ble a creature could make choice of his 
brother, whom hcikjoew^ by his .natural 
difoofition anti want of culture, to b^ 
uafitj^rib ^.able a partner, and begaii 
to be jealous of his o#n 'heart, left un- 
happily a paflion might be.;fngendcred 
there, which he knew -wiult never be 
gratified, nor could not evetf be indulged 
without the higheft aggravation of guilt. 
But, oh ! how ftrong is the force of ad- 
miration^ and how true is it, thdX friend^ 
(hip with /woman isjifier to love ? 

Philander* who had a right to fliew more 
tendernefs to Dorinda, as beiAg his fifter, 
than otherwife he could prudently have 
fcne, endeavdured to difguifc his paf*- 
fion undter a niafk of friendlhip, and in- 
deed to check it as' much as poffible, but 
found it too powerful for him 5 and 
le began to be of opinion, that he had nd 
afety but in flight 5 and yet that flight 
le could ^not 5:ontemplatc without a 

degree; 
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degree of diftraflion. The beauties 
Dorinda, which did not at firll v 
forcibly ftrike him, gained more j 
more ground as he converled with J: 
and, notwithftanding his efforts, he 
came deeply in love. Dorinda was i 
infenfible of the influence (he had u[ 
him, and forelaw the confequences c 
guilty flame : the fmall regard flie 1 
fore had for her hulband, was now 
tally loft^ or rather transferred to 
amiable brother. 

There are few natures £o extrem 
ftupid, as not to be fufceptible of j 
loufy -, and a man, who, upon many otj 
©ccafions, adts as if he were without p 
fions, difcovers the heart of a lion, w}" 
this fury once feizes upon him. Sim 
was able to difcern Philander's fondn 
for his wife j he was able likewifc to c 
cern his C5ctrcn>e indifference towards hi 
and vowed revenge agaihft both. 1 
was cunning' enough to give opportu 
ties, but never could deteft guilt-; r 
had either Philander or Dorinda, violat 
their honour, however dangerous th 
(itiiation was ; for Philander .had ' 
rauch honefty to offer freedonf to a m 
ried lady, efpecially his brother*? w 
and Dorinda had too' miich niodefty 

B 5 bet 


10 THE HISTORY OF 

betray any figns that his addreffes would 
be agreeable. 

Simon, difappointed in detefting his 
wife's infidelity, and his brother's bafe- 
nefs, was notwithftanding too uneafy to 
remit his refoluy©ns of violence and re- 
venjge againft them. He complained to 
Dorinda's parents. He drefled up, as 
well as he could, a talc of mifery, and 
charged their daughter with the moft 
enormous pollution. Let parents judge, 
what a thunderbolt this nluft be to theif 
hearts : all their golden profpefts vaniihed 
at once, and the hopes of their old age 
were daflied in pieces. An interview 
between Dorinda's parents. Philander and 
her, was immediately effefted. Simon 
flood the accufer : he opened the cauTes* 
of his fulpicion •, he enumerated the fe- 
deral times he had found them together ' 
engaged in cdhverfation : he added,' 
that Dorinda was now with child, that he 
'difclaimed the father in it, and heaped 
upon her the epithets of proftitution. 

While this funk the parents into the 
greatefl: mifery, it roufed the fury of Phir 
lander, and the indignation of Dorinda : 
•inching but the confideration of tender-; * 
nefs for his fifter could have prevented' 
Philander's refcntment from falling heavy ' 

upon 
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upon Simon, whom he declared had 
meanly, accufed him, and fupported his 
bafe allegations by falfehood. 

The confequence was, he. took his 
leave, hurried to town, and, with the 
utmoft concern, left Dorinda to the fury^ 
of her huiband, the taunts of her neigh- 
bours, and the flander of the vulgar ; all 
which fell upon her without mercy, as 
foon as her dory was known in the coun- 
try. But it was not without the moft 
affe6tionate and tender protcftation of ^ 
re(pc(ft, that Philander at this time took 
leave ; he was willing to have continued 
at his brother's houte, till the ftorm of 
jealoufy was over; but he confidered that 
his fudden departure would be on a 
means of removing fufpicions. Dorinda 
faw it in that light, and was content to 
lofe the company of his brother, provided 
fhe fhould appear innocent in the eyes of 
her hufband. Her parents abandoned 
her as a wretch, who had dmwn down 
diigrace vpon- hej. family-; fgfpicioni 
-jvere ftrong jigainft her, and Simon fail- 
ed not, upon eyery pccaifioh, ' when a 
quarrel happen&d between tljena^j. to de- 
fire her to go to his brother,; i?e|>r^ache-cl 
her with infidelity, and inflidtcdr J-^t-a fe- 
vercr difcipline than that of ^theiiicw)i2^,gi.^ 
' * Bo 
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for the caiel monitcr beat her, nor ipared; 
on account of her condition' and the ten- 
dernefs of her fex, the fevereft application 
of his power. 

One evening as (he was ftepping into 
bed, a jealous pang feized liim, and, 
without any in^imediate provocation, he 
thre^ her down, daflied her head againfl: 
the floor^ and untneroifully kicked her. 
It is eafy to imagine, that this circum- 
ftance riot a* little affeded the heart of 
% Dorinda : (he relolved next morning to 
make her efcape, and under the difadvafi- 
tages of being pregnant, and her diarac* 
ter torn to pieces, chofe .rather to throw 
herfelf naked upon the world, than to bear. 
any longer the iiifolence and barbarous 
treatment of a cruel hirfband, who, in all 
probability, would one time or othBr put 
an end to her life. This fhe meditated, * 
but yet the meditation had horror in it. 
Deftitute and friendlefs^ where could Ihe 
go ? Her condition was the mojl depdo-i 
rable in the World, and her hour of la-^ 
bour faft approached. In this fituation^ 
Ihe bethought her of addrefling htr fe-* 
ther, protefting her innocence of what 
was laid to her charge, and begging his 
afliftance to relieve her from her infuffcr-* 
able anguifh. 
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Her father, who felt the moft violent 
ftruggles between tendemefs and indig* 
nation, for he was not yet iatisfied of her 
innocence, vented himfelf in fighs, which 
none but the heart of a parent could 
breathe. B^ore he had refolved upon 
any mealures of providing for her, and ref- 
cuing her from her hufband's fury, he in* 
cloied a bank note of twenty pounds, and 
wrote to her, without being aware at 
the confequencc, in the following terms : 


*^ My Dorinda, r 

•* I AM not yet iatisfied of vour inno^ 
*^ cence : I ktiom not what I uialI.do till 
" I confult your imthen TTic indofcd 
** nia^^ be of fervice, Ihould you think 
** proper to deibn your hufband. You 
«^ are alt ujihappf^ tdt girl, and have 
f^ made me a melanchafy parent/! 

Yovrs, &€. . 


• r . 


Not all the infults (he had met witft 

from Simon, the perfecutions of tongues 

and the overwhelmihgs of ftiame had ev^r 

fo much affedkcd her, as did this letter 
- -> /ronfjr 
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from her father. She had conceived great 
hopes of his relenting, and by taking her 
again iiito his proteftion, efFedl her deli- 
verance from the cruel yoke under which 
j(he groaned. But this cold indifference, 
this total alienation of her father's affec- 
tion ftruck her to the foul : but her fpirit 
was great : (he refolved n^ver again to 
expole herfelf to the refcptment of Si- 
mon : flie was WFapt up in her innocence : 
(he trufted that Heaven would . never 
abandon the guiltlefs, and in this frame 
of fpirit, fhe communicated to a trufty 
fervant her refolution of flying, Biitv 
good God ! where (hould fhe fly ? — In- 
&my, beggary, and dif|;race, were before 
her: flie knew the ill-natured world 
would conftfue her defertion into an ac- 
knowledgment of guilt, and that flie niuft 
bear all the whips of exafperated malice. 
Pull of thefe diftradions, however, flje 
haded to London, in hopqs to find in the 
metropolis, the compaflion which her pa- 
rents denied her» arid which thofe who 
were more intimately concerned in her dif-v 
trefs, thought her unworthy of receiving,' 


chap: 
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No Iboncr was (he arrived at London, 
than, in order to fecure her inno- 
cence, ftie made it her bufinefs to get a 
lodging in a houfe of the beft reputation 
for Ibbriety. The people of the inn re- 
commended her to Mrs. Morcly, where 
fome young ladies boarded, which was 
an inviting circumftance for Dorinda, 
As foon as^'they came, to an interview^ 
Mrs. Morely inquired into her family, 
and the particular' qircumftance of her: 
pregnancy ; to which Dorinda gave fatis- 
faftory aniwers, though ftie di^uifed her 
ftory, and affumed the nanje of Mil ward. 
In this houfe, Dorinda continued fome 
weeks in the greateft perturbation of 
mind: her money, by the c^pences o( 
travelling, was almoft exhauftedj^.E{^ be« 
ing without the means of prbi||^g mpre« 
flie fpent many uneafy hours '^^*^j4trfw^ 
reflexions on her circumftanees; .,"XHe: 
time of her labour drew near, wheti'Mtii 
Morely willing to take the advantage' 
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her approaching delivery, told her, that 
flie. could fiot let .her lodgings fo cheap to 
one in her condition, as to another lady"; 
and, while fhe put her ia, mind of v/hat 
was already due, (he ihfifted upon dou- 
bling her rent* This ftruck Dorinda to 
the heart like a thunderbolt. The dis- 
charging of her lodging almoft exhaufted 
her whole ftock, and the thoughts -of 
running in debt again with a woman of 
fuch fevere temper, quite diftrafted hen 
However, fhe refolved to leave Mrs. 
Morely, ^nd accordingly gave her warn- 
ing. 

Thus a ftranger in town, . without mo- 
ney? friends or acquaintance, Dorinda 
was again reduced to provide herfelf with 
new lodgings. She had but one expe- 
dient for her relief, and that was to make 
her cafe known to 'Philander^ who was 
then in town ; but Ihe could not reconcile 
her mind to this. He was the fufpefted 

£erfon, and fhould it ever be known that 
le had feen him, fihce (he had deferted 
herhufband, (he imagined there* would be 
too much foundation to fix the flain upba 
tier : fhe . therefore rejefted this' exp^r 
dient. She had too great a Ipirit to make 
her condition known tp her relations, anrf 
3vas refolved never to apply to her ^pa- 

• • - ' .reiTts^* 
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rents, tOI Ihe was convinced of their 
conciliation, and that they beUeved I 
innocent. Though Jhe was in mean c 
cumftances, her appearance wasgente 
and her air engaging. When Ihe went 
enquire for lodgings at a low price, J 
was rejrdted'as a cheat, or drgaded as c 
of thole unhappy creatures, whom i 
ircacheiy of men. renders infaaioi 
and at !^ by promifing an cxtravag! 
price to an. (M gendewoman, wh 
bread depended upon iiich extcatiORj. i 
was received. 

When her labour came on, a m: 
midwife was calkd, who tookxare of I 
in that en:>ergency, provided- her witf 
nurfe, and inrorming himfelf cf her c 
cumliances, and being charmed with 1 
perfon, -he fufiered her not, in that gft 
my period, to languilh without comfo 
A dau^ter was bom the fecond weiek 
her coming into her lodging, and th<t a:: 
ther cxprellcd an inclination that the.ch 
fhould be named Fantiy. Dorinda, w 
was not much acquainced-with thewori 
and who was foonfcized..by the addn 
and politenefs of any perjbn who put ; 
the ^pearance of civility^ was mu 
charmed with the behaviour of Mr. Man 
fotd, the gentleman who attended 'iii 

: S 
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She was under obligations to him, and . 
fhe dreaded him,- when the time fhould . " 
come, that, with the recovery of her \ 
health, fhe fhould be reflored to all her ^ 
charms. She communicated to him the 
circumflance of having a quarrel with her 
hufband, but concealed his name and for- 
tune. Blandford, who was a man of the <^' 
itridteft honour, prcfumed upon no free- 
doms his profeflion did not warrant binf^ -- 
to take, and he was fo much in love with . 
the ponverfadon of Dorihda^ that he rei» : 
folved to ufe all the art he was mafber of • 
^ promote her happinefs ; but while this ^ 
'benevolent man was planning fchemes , 
for the feHdty of his patient, his hopes 
were defeated : fuddenly fhe was taken ill, 
•^hich put a periodto her life, in thetwen^ ' 
tieth year of her age. Being acquainted 
With her circumflances, he gave orders for 
her funeral at his own expence, and from 
the fame benevolent difpofition that exci- 
ted him to extend his care to the. mother, i 
he took the infant under his protqon. jet 

Thus died in obfcurity, and obliged to 
the bounty of a flranger, poor Dorinda, 
yfihoft virtues were great, whofe honour 
was untainted, and whofe charms were 
Sufficient to entitle her tQ» the admiration 
of the worki. How many evils nepefla- 
, - ' ^ rily 
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lily flow from forced marriages ! of 
which this is an afFc6ling tnftance. Poor 
Dorinda.fufl^credby it, who was 'at once 
the pri8e and ornament of her fcx/ 

Mr. Blandford was a gentleman in eaiy 
circumftanccs ; he had by his employ- 
ment a very handfome income, and being 
a batchelor, he was capable of doing 
more extenfive works -of charity, than if 
he had been incumbered wl:h a fsunily. 
He mgdc no fcruple of owning that he 
took C2Lrt of this infant, and declared, 
that while he lived fhc fhould never want 
any thing neceflary for her fupport, and 
that he would give her a genteel educa- 
tion. This made his laughing friends ral- 
ly him, upon the topick of a baftard^ and 
alledged that there was a very good rea- 
fon why he fhould extend his care to the 
orphan. Blandford had no objection to 
his friends believing this, as it gave him 
the better pretence to provide for her 
education; befides, a kind of fafhionabte 
pride, which fome people have in being 
thought the parents of -ohildren ^rregu^- 
lady propagated, had (bme weight^With 
him, and induced himi to declare her to 
be his own, ...'.... 

It will not be amifs now ttf ^-^uj 

the country, and take a v4ew of 

«auy 
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mil^ which Dorinda left much perplexed 
about her fate. No fooncr had her parents 
heard of her elopement, than all the fe- 
verity they had before excrcifed towards 
her fubfided into tendernefe, heightened 
by thofc hardlhipa which flae had already 
fuffered, and probably was. then tifferi/ig. 
This tendernefs q£ her parents rcfultefl ip 
a fettled hatred to Simon, who^e crufl 
uf age had pccarK)n€d tl^ iey^^e. trifd c|f 

afBi^tipB, . r . ^ . r ^-r - 

H?r piother for fonje tjn^^ c^otyiufi^ij!^ 
•^a ftate (^lunacy, and ifnd^rw^^t un^^l^ 
able tortures (^mind^ for having byh^ 
authority and in^uenqe effeded the h^tefl 
nuptials, and dpomed her poop diiid to th(p 
adTjps of an i^npplifhed tyrap^ Sjnion w^s 
jof^ hejavy afi4 vindi^ive in his. nature tp 
be oipch troii^t^d with any d^ftitf<^> and, |^ 
rhis revenge was not yet iadsf|ed^ he felf, 
very Uttle un^afine/s for the ^bfcnceofhis 
wife^ a circun^ftai^ce which would hsLvp 
'diftraAed any hulban4 of tl>e lea^ 
humfu>ity, . All poflible meani^ ^ were 
ufcd for the. recovery of the deferte^ 
wife, but in vain. No 'fooner did 
f'hilaoder hear of this melancholy circum- 
ilance, but he immediately potted to th^ 
(Country to condole wiA her parents, ai\d 
tp clear hin^elf of the fufpicipn of havinfg 

feea 
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feen her ^ce he took his leave, at his 
brotber*si hoiife. • In order to remove the 
leaft appearance of guilt, though he felt 
the fincereft gprief for Dorinda, he thought 
proper, in about fix montlis after, to marry 
a lady of family, not fo much from the 
impulfc of partion, as a defire of appear- 
ing innocent in the eyes of the world, iii 
a matter of fo felemn importance. No- 
thing is more true than that time is the 
fovereign cure of grief. The parents of 
Dorinda, having long in vain wiflied the 
reftoration of their daughter, at iaft gave 
up all hopes of it, and fixed their affec- 
tions upon a younger fifter, who was in 
peribn very much like her, and doated 
with double fondnefs upon the living 
image of their loft child. But as, this 
young lady will afterwards make fome 
figure in thefe Memoirs, itwillnotbe 
anfiifi to draw her charafter here. 

I have already obfervcd, that Mira was 
like her filler, and confequendy extreme^ 
ly handlbme ; but, if flie approached het 
fitter in the graces of peribn, Ifae had riot 
^^ her nature the feeds of fo many virtues t 
fce fell much Ihort of her in the amiable 
^ifpoTitions, for which Dorinda has be«i 
^cady celebrated, Mira was thien about 
fifteen yea« gf age, a time -wfeii-th^ 

prihij^k 
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principles of the heart begin to difcover 
themfelves. She was naturally of quite 
a different temper from Dorinda : fhe was 
paflionate, jealous and vindidtive, and 
the leaft affront offered to her pride, ex- 
cited her to anger, and there never was a 
time when it liibfidcd. She did not in- 
deed immediately let the fury of her tem- 
per appear, but with wonderful com- 
mand could cuj-b its impetuofity, and 
wait a favourable opportunity to vent iu 
She was pofleffed of the moft artful cun- 
ning : (he could drcfs her face in fmiles, 
.while her heart was burning with fenfa- 
tions, which are indeed punifliment 
enough to thofe who feel them. Her 
charafter cannot be better illuftrated than 
by the following ftory. 
: She one day furprized one of the maids 
in tears •, and alking her the reafon of it, 
the girl honeftlyr^.anfwered, becaufc no 
aqccmt|Li^uH bb heard of her dear, dear 
HuftrdS^^ ai flie called hen . Mira knew 
jQie WflSvweeping for Dorinda, on whom 
all her fervants doated with a fondnefs, 
Yfhich none but a lady of the mod amiable 
temper, ^nd delicate humanity, c^n ever 
produce from her inferiors. Mira hated 
the maid for her anxiety about her late 
miftrefs, as .it paid no compliment to her: 
/c: (he 
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(he turned away feemingly concerned ; 
but this was an offence not to be forgiven. 
The unhappy maid, fome months after, 
felt the confequence of her tendernefe. 
It happened that the poor creature, fur- 
prized in an hour- of frailty, yielded to 
the embraces of a footman in the family. 
Mira, by her fpies, was loon made ac- 
quainted with the intrigue, which flic 
ordered the fervants to conceal from the 
knowledge of her parents, left the girl 
fhould lofe her place. This command 
was carefully obeyed, till within a few 
weeks of the time when Mira imagined 
her labour would come on 5 fliethcn took 
an opportunity to reprefent the whole af- 
fair to .her raamma^ with aggravated cir- 
t:umftances of wantonnefs in the girl, and 
likewile accufed her of theft, I-fer mam- 
ma, who believed thi$ account, imme- 
diately ordered her to be difcharged ; and 
as Mira infifted upon the theft, got hec 
fent to prilbn, where ibe langui&ed ia 
poverty; and in that calamitous condi- 
tion was brought to bed of a dead child. 
This is an inftance of wanton cruelty, 
which will fufficiently account for thofe 
other particularities; 01 conduft which will , 
appear before the cohclufion of .this hi6 
^ry» ., ' ;^i 
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CHAP, lit 


WE are how to return to Mifs Fan-* 
ny, whofe cWldhood gave pre-' 
fa^soffuch accoi^plifhments, as would, 
inerwards make a great noife in the world 
of gallantry. Mr.Blandford Was delighted 
to lee, in the face of his young favourite, 
the ineffable fweetnefe of *her mother: 
ftie had aH her melting fondnefs in her 
eyes, and her air and behaviour were fo 
extremely engaging, that it was impoffi-^ 
blefor any perfon to look at this early ex- 
cellence, without feeling an emotion, 
which, if it canntJt be called love, yet is 
of that fpecies, becaufe it is inexftt-eflibly 
tender, Mr. Blandford d^tcd Of^ he^r, 
and^ as fbe grew in. years, he took cdre. 
t6 cultivate her mind fo that flie might 
^ter the world with ail the advaiit^es 
education ran beftow. 

Mifs Fanny, befides her mother's beau*:* 
ty, inherited her underftanding, and gave 
ftrong fpecimens that (he would not . be 
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lefs eminent for her wit t 
complifliments. She ws 
twelfth year, and was adir 
ing-fchool, where Mr. I 
her as his own child) asoi 
mifing flowers, which w 
ibm into the perfe6tion of 

She had hardly paflc< 
year, till, infpirccf By th 
the world, (he began to 1 
of her own charms, an 
with too much fuperiorii 
the difpleafure of iome ol 
dies, who dreaded her as 
flie was unacquainted wirf: 
birth, and believed hen 
ford's lawful child ; but a 
tlent, which gave her no 
niade her inquire into it. 

The miftrefs of the I 
■who rcfided about ' a qu 
from town, having been* 
vifit to a relation m the '. 
grave phyfician ufed fomi 
tea; the converlation h: 
■upon the boarding-fchoo 
lady gave a minute deta: 
and mentioned Mi£s Blani 
emotion, and defcfibed h 
an accomplilhed beauty. 

c : 
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tion at the boarding-fchool began to be 
dangerous. The grave phyfician afking 
her, " whofe daughter fl^e was ?" Ihe an- 

iv/ered, " Mr. Blandford's in P .'' 

** Has he a daughter, replied the dodor, 
" ib beautiful? I have known Mr. Bland- 
ford, by attending the fame cofFee- 
houfe, many years ; I heard th^at he 
was lately addrcfTing a lady upon ma- 
trimonial terms." " He is a widower, 
anfwered the lady : I fhould not be 
fond that this fweet girl ftiould be 
awed by a ftepmother/' " A widower ! 
returned the DoAor, a batchelor you 
mean, madam : he was never married : 
I amcertain he never was." *' Impofli- 
ble ! not married ! replied fhc : he aU 
*^ wa/s told me that he was married, that 
*' his. wife 4ied when his child was young, 
*' and that, out of regard to her memo- 
** ry, he would never marry again." "O! 
*' fays the doftor, you mean the affair of 
*' the orphan. Ay, madam, flie is his 
*^ daughter indeed, whofe mother is faid 
*' to have been'veiy handfome: but who 
'- fhe was, has remained an impcnetra- 
" ble fecret." 

The old lady was much furprized at ' 
. . t^is-^^lation, though, atfirft, Iheintend- 
'■kM% have fufpended her affent to it, till 

further 
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further evidence appeared : but, by what 
fatdity I know not, fomc women aic 
born to reveal frcrets -, at leaft, firft to 
imagine them, and afterwards to divulge 
them. 

The venerable matron was impatient 
to get home, in order to communicate 
this difcovery to her favourites in the fa- 
mijy, and relate it to them as a profound 
fecret. The firft fhc made choice of- to 
unburtken her breaft to, was Mrs. Mar- 
tha Chattermuch, a gentlewoman-afllftant 
in the J^oarding-fchool. Mrs. Martha 
was likewife in labour till Ihe l^as deliver- 
ed of the fecret, and in fhort, it was told 
from one to another, till at laft the young 
ladies in the boarding-fchool became ac- 
quainted with it, who failed not to im- 
prove the circumftance againft Mifs Fan- 
ny, and refufed to aflbciate with her, as 
being bafe-born. Some of them were in- 
delicate enough to upbraid her with it 
and told her Ihe had a confummate afiu- 
rance to^ rank herfelf with them, . whofe • 
Mamma's had frequently come to fee 
them, and there was no fufpicioA ^s to ' 
their birth. f/. 

Thcjftory produced much uneafinefe to 
Mtfs : flie was often found weepings . apd^ -^f^ 
i<h&y made complaints to her mi^dk^l:' 

/' C 2 ' .wh<;i •'.';: • 
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who advifed herto addrcfe her Papa upoa 
that head, who was the onljr perfon capa- 
ble of clearing up the matter, and pre- 
vent her from being affronted for the fu- 
ture. 

With a heart burfting with forrow, 
the next, time poor Fanny iaw her 
fuppofed father, fhe told him her little 
griefs, with fuch afweet air of innocence, 
that (he won his affeftion more by that 
circumftance of diftrefs, and engaged it; 
firmer than before. He immediately 
took her away from that boarding-fchooi> 
and placed her at another, where we fhali 
leave her till a material incident in the life; 
of Mr. Blandford ihall be difclofed. 



CHAP. IV. 


MR. Blandford was ftill a batchelor, 
for he was above the cpjifnierati-,. 
on of marrying for money 5 and as yet, 
except iii the c5c of DoriadA, he had ne-; 

. rer: 
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vet been much feizcd with the paflion of 
love. 

One day, however, he was invited to • 
private ball, where fomc ladic^s of fortune 
were prelent, amongft whom was Mift 
Wentworth, a perfon about the age of 
thirty. She had a dignity in her manner, 
that was very ftriking, and a foftnefs in 
her converfation, that tempered the fcvc- 
rity of virtue which appeared in her con-* 
duft. He was charmed with her, and, 
the firft moment he faw her, he fell in 
love, and made his addrefles to her with 
tpoliteiiefs. peculiar to him. 

After the firft ceremonies of courtfbip 
Were over, Mr. Blandford made a decla- 
ration of his paffion to M ifs Wentworth, 
and met with returns which were fuffici-« 
ently inviting to encourage him to renew 
his addreflei. At laft he iiicceeded to his 
wifh, and married tht objeft of his p.if- 
fion, with the cor.fent of all her relations. 
All this was tranlaftcd without the 
knowledge of Mifs Fanny,- who had. the , 
greateft reafon to have been intereftcd 
in it. . •" 

. Without being made acquainted, witfc 
her fuppofed father's marriage, Mifs Fan^ 
ny one day came to pay her duty to h\mi 
wbo bad forgot to forbid .her cxmiing jti!l 
: ^ C 3 he 
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lie gave her direftions, and ran to hh 
arms with her ufual fondnefs. He re- 
ceived her with great tendernefs, but, at 
the fame time, was not a little concerned 
to obferve, with how much coldrtefs his 
v;ife behaved to her, as much as to give 
him to underftand that {he fufpeded the 
conneftion between them, and that, for 
the future, no fuch marks^ of kindnefs 
Ihould be fhev;n her. 

No fooner had Mifs Fanny taken her' 
leave, than the converfation of Mr. Bland- 
ford and his wife turned upon that unfor- 
tunate orphan, whom the latter treated 
yriih the moft abufive feverity. 

N'|rV Blandford's eyes were nowfufEci- 
cntly open to difcern the Ipirit of his wife, 
which promifed him no great felicity in 
the matrimonial ftate. *^ I tell you, fayS 
** fhe, Mr. Blandford, I will not fufFef 
'* this .qrirl to come to the houfe, nor af- 
** fume your name: I know not why 
" bafe-born children Ihould be educated 
** to fuch hopes : They ought to learn 

early what their condition in life is^ 

and prepare themfelves accordingly. 

It is really monftrous, and an encou- 
•' ragement to vice, and violates the 
•* good order of fociety, to rank thofe 
** children who come into the world by 

" the 
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" the ftiame of their parents, with thok 

** who are the iflue of wedlock.** '•'My 
dear, (ays Mr.Blandford, it cannot be 
imputed to the poor children as a crime, 

" that their parents had not the fanAion 
of the church : we might as well blame 
a woman for being ugly, ox a m an for 
being dull, as the innocent offspring of 
an unlawful bed, for a crime to which 
they gave no confent. You know they 
are born witAOUt any legal claim upon 
their parents, and confequently ought 
to have more care taken of them, as a 

" man of honour will not decline fulfiJ- 

V ling his promife, becaufe there is no 
*' law to oblige him. Why are debts: 
^ Contra<5led at; play, called debts of ho- 

V nour ? and why do people of condi- 
*' tion fo pundlually pay them ? but be- 
caufe there is no law by which'they can 
be recovered. Falc-born. children, 

** therefore, are in this fenfe the children 
of honour ; and can he have any huma- 
nity in him, who'can fuffer his own off- ^ 
fpring to perifli ? let theoi look up in 
vain tor the fuftenancc of life.? JMo,' . he 
** cannot fure !" At thefe wojtIsJvIvs.: 
Blandfbrd interrupted him -, • ** OfFspiing 
*' — Suftenance of life ~ Ay, ,,^bat;t4ic- 
** knowledge he ought not ^to ! )^<^ ^ ^bUt^ 
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*' Mr. Blandford, there is a great dlfic- 
*' rence between periftiing, having the 
•' luftenance of life, anid the gay appear- 
'* ance whith Fanny makes. There is 
'* not a young lady in town that dreffes 
** with greater tafte^ throws a greater air 
'* of quality into Her manner, and looks 
•* like one born to fplendor, than flie 
" does. ' It is not to be borne, Mr. 
" Blandford; indeed I will not bear it i'* 
and then, in a vident paffion, fhetold 
hini, ** that if Fanny ever prefumed to 
** come there again, ftie would quit the 
" hbufe." . This was the firft fevere trial 
of patience, which Mr. Blandford expe- 
rienced from his wife, 
- This converlation ended in a fettled 
melaiicholy, which for fome time over- 
powered his Ipirits, and at laft, after ma- 
ny confultations with his own heart, he 
thought it moft prudent to difclofe to 
Fanny what had paffed, and to mix the 
difagreeable news with as much tender- 
nefs as pollible ; in 'which he had no oc- 
cafion to have recourfe to art, for he drew' 
from the fource of nature more than the 
pen of a tragic poet could have defcribed 
upon the fame occafion. The bell method 
ot communicating this, he judged, would 
b^ by a letter, :as by this means he fhcJuId 
' ;.:'; ^ ;. prevent 
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prevent a mutual cflfufion of tears. He 
ht down and wrote to her, of which the 
following is the fubftance. 


<c 
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My Fanny, 

I CANNOT, without tears, inform 
** you, that, by an accident which has 
" lately happened, it will be improper 
" for you to affume my firname, a?i you 
are not my child by wedlock, or to vi- 
lit me at my houfe. I have ordered 
" your board to be difcharged, and you 
" muft quit the boarding-lchool. Lodg- 
ings are taken for you in town, where 
I have ordered my coachman to fer 
you down. Your mother's name vas 
** Granville : I fliall fee. you as ibon as* 
you come to town : have a firm r^Ji 
ance on my affeftion and honour : l<^r^ 
your gratitude be evidenced by your 
" virtue- 

1 am, 

Dejtr Child, &c. 

This letter, the reader may eafily ima- 
gine, not a little affefled the heart of the 
young. ladj : fhe , had penetration enbugh * 
to difcern that the change jn her father'5 
ftate was not likely to be to her advan- 
tage, and {he even fufpefted her ftep- 
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mother to be the caufe of this intelK- 
gence. Obedience ' was her duty : fhe 
came to town, had a very tender inter^. 
view with Mr. Blandford, and the fears 
which before had diflrafted her, fubfided 
into a fettled confidence in her futher*^s 
honour, and folemn refolutions of behav- 
ing, in every refpeft, worthy of fogood 
a parent. 

MiJs Fanny had indeed a pafllon for 
admiration ; but ihe had, at the fame, 
time, an inexpreflible delicacy in her ber 
haviour, which forbid all forward advaa- 
ces, and chaftized, by looks of innocence,, 
the wanton eyes of defire, which they 
who poflefs beauty have often thrown up- 
on them. 

But before I can make the reader ac- 
quainted with any farther particulars of 
Fanny, I muft introduce a young gentle- 
man to his acquaintance, of a eharafter, 
fometimes to be met with, who will af- 
terwards make fome figure in this 
hiftory. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V, 


MR. Blandford, by tlie amiable 
qualities of which he was pod'cls-* 
cd, and the advantages of a very atfiutnf 
fortune, affociated WAth people of the beft* 
faAiion--, and amongft others who vifited 
him, with congratulations on his mar- 
riage, was Sir John Lace, a gentleman 
whorh Mr. Blandford had long valued for 
the Iprightlinefs of his genius, and tlic 
vivacity of his wit. 

-4-€ir John was defcended of a very an - 
cient family, was in pofleffion of an am* 

Sle fortune, and had many perfonal qua- 
ties. But I muft be a little more parti- 
cular in defcribing his accomplilhments. 
He- was endowed by nature' with 
fhining abilities, which he" had been 
taught by an early education/ to im- 
prove • he had gone through a couHe of 
cJaffical and academical learning ; he^ did 
not, like a great many gtntJemen of for- 
tune, think the iniprovement of his iin- 
derftanding a taflc of no fc©ilfe|{\*ettce«i' he.' 
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confidered it as the only means by which 
. a gentleman can be diftinguifhed, for the 
accidental advantages oi birth and for- 
tune are poffefled by many •, and as no 
merit is annexed to what we inherit by 
chance, fo he valued himfelf very little 
upon it. - 

Sir John Lace was as well acquainted witK 
the various beauties of claflic' authors, as 
the diftingwiihing charms of the prefent 
race of toafts v while he could entertain the 
laidies. with the belle converfation of routs, 
drums, mafqueradejs and plays, he could 
be a compamon to the m^fl: arrant pedant, 
and quote the celebrated paiSagcs of Ho- 
mer, Virgil and Ovid ^ he had likewife a ' 
tafte for the liberal arts, poetry, painting, 
and muficV:. It cinnot be faid he excelled 
in any of) them, but he was able to dif- 
cern their infiperfeftions, had a high relifb 
of their bcapties, and was capable of en-, 
tertainingalrtooft every man of fcience in* 
^his own way. 

"^j.Sir John T^as likcwife of a confirmed 
courage •, he had the heart of a lion when 
the voice of danger called ; and fn the 
fofcer hours of love, he wasaUteadernels 
and melting fondnefs. His perfon was 
the nioft agreeable in the world, his eyes 
qaick and piprciitg, his limbs delicately 
-J: . ^' turiied. 
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turned, his ftatufe^ was well proportioned, 
and he had an inefFabl^fweetnefs in his man- 
ner, which engaged ail who knew him 
to love him. 

He had an afiability thatcoald hot be re- 
fitted, and an alluring air of condefcenfion;, 
which fecured him the good wifhcs of all 
below him ; while at the fame time, he 
threw out fo many graces in his converfa- 
tion, and could put on fuch a dignified 
air of meaning, tempered with a defirc 
of giving pleafure, that if his inferiors 
prayed for him, his fuperiors bJeiled him, 
and placed a great felicity in the advan- 
tage of his acquaintance. 

Sir John was the moft elegant man 
about town in his drefs : he generally led 
thefafhion, and every air of his became asi 
much the objedt of imitation, as the man- 
ner of a fine writer is copied hy thofei 
who wifh to excel in the fame way. Where- 
ever he went he had his copyifts and flat- 
terers; but he knew too mvich/pf the 
world to be deluded by them, ; and was* 
capable of making too exaft an eftipoate 
or his own abilities, to be puffed \ip. by; 
any fervile dinger, who would, v^y th^^ 
fame Jiomage to any man wh6 is^K^rjnaiijr \ 
ted to prefide over tafteV jgi'd glvftlaiv m . 

Hte 
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Notwithftanding this incenfe of adula- 
tWa that was poured out to him. Sir John 
never had the appearance of a man elated 
•with his fuperiority ; on the contrary, he 
could give the ftrifteft attention to thofe 
people who buzz'd about him -, he could 
reafon coolly, hear them with temper, 
and make replies with the.mpft convin- 
cing eloquence. 

Whenever he difcovered a man, who 
either by native timidity, or not being ac- 
cu^Omed to mix in good company, more 
than ordinary bafhftl, he took care to pay 
a particular attention to what was uttered 
by him •, he would often aflc queftions, 
and refer to his opinion the decifion of 
day thing in difpute, when that applica- 
rion Would have been niore properly made 
to another j but he chofe to encourage thofe 
who were diffident in themfelves, and by 
thefe means,, while he difobliged no- bo- 
dy, he won to himfelf a great number of 
friends. 

The accomplifliments which fall more 
immediately under the infpeftion of the. 
:;iadies. Sir John pofleffed in an eminent de- 
' ' gree ; while he coul^. plead in the fenate 
io as to charm a liilehing audience, he 
could upon proper occafions give difcpve- 
rics of his power in pleafing the ladies 
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by complving with them in their gay 
paftimes, and making one with good ad- 
drefs in their parties of delight. 

Thefe are the chief accomplifhments 
which adorned the charafter of Sir John 
Lace I and inethinks I hear the reader ob- 
ferve, that Sir John was certainly, in the 
ftrift fcnfe of the word, a fine gentle* 
man, that he poffefled whatever was 
elegant and polite, and all thofc qua- 
lities which form the idea we l^ave of a 
line gentleman, centered in his cha- 
i:a<5ler. Should this be the reader's ob- 
fervation, he will not take it amiis, if I . 
inform him th^t he is miftaken. There 
are fome ingredients in a fine gentle- 
man's charafter, one efpecially, which, 
has no place here, without which a fine 
gentleman cannot be complected'; and if 
the reader has not penetration to fiundf 
it out, he muft attend to the after 
part of his conduft, and then nothing 
but dulnefs can prevent his difcover- 


ing.it. 
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CHAP. VL 


SOME time after the nuptials, Mr. 
Blandfbrd had occafion to go to the 
country, where his bufincfs was likely ta 
detain him a month. He took leave of 
his 'wife wrth great tendernefs, payeda 
private vifit to Fanny, gave her what mo- 
ney he thought would be ' necefiary until 
his return •, and his laft words to hef were, 
*^ Dear Fanny, let your virtue and dif- 
" cretion demonftrate your gratitude :** 
An advice he often gave her ; and with 
tears in his eyes he took his leave. 
' We have already obferved, that Mrs, 
Blandfbrd was a cruel enemy to Mife Fan- 
ny ; fhe dreaded her as a rival, and took 
every opportunity to mortify her : but 
flie had a power of changing her appear-^ 
ance -, and when, it would anfwer any 
malevolent intention, fhe could fhew an 
infinite deal of tendernefs, and put on fo 
much delicacy, that the moft praftifed 
enquirer of the heart pf woman^ could 

not 
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not have difcovered any latent feeds of 
malice. 

She' had formed a fcheme again ft the 
peace of this lovely orphan, and in order 
to efFeft it, fet all her emiflaries at work. 
By bribing the coachman, Ihe learned 
wiiere Mifs Fanny lodged ; afid fent to 
her one day a moft obliging invitation to 
come and fee her, which Mife Fanny 
readily complied with-, and as {he thought 
herfelf fecure in her father's afie£bions, fo 
ihe took not much trouble to pleafe her 
ftcpmother, and even chofe to mortify 
her by apt>earing in all the graces of 
which (he was miftrefs. Mils Fanny 
waited on her 5 and according to Mrs. 
Blandford*s wi(h, while (he was perform- 
ing this vifit. Sir John Lace made his ap* 
pearance •, and as foon as he entered the 
room, fixed his eyes tipon Fanny ; he 
gazed at her, at firft with eifiotion, ' but 
endeavoured to conceal the tranlport of 
admiration with which (he in^ired him. 
He was afraid too much attention paid to 
Fanny would mortify Mrs. - Blandford, 
and excite her jealoufy ; he tlienefore di- 
vided his attention, and behave^ with thcr 
moft refpedtful ditlancc and gbocj man- 
ners to both, • ^ , . ; ... .*:;-; 
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When Mifs Fanny took her leave, 
Mrs. Blanclford opened her complaints, 
made inrmuations againft her honour, 
and regretted that Mr. Blandford Ihould 
be at fo much trouble and expence in fup- 
porting a natural child, which is an injuf- 
ticc to thofe he might afterwards have law- 
fully. ; 

Sir John well underftood her meaning ; 
he took hints from the diflike fhe ex- 
iprefled to Fanny, and carried them after- 
wards into execution. 
,J When next morning the young lady 
was plealing her fancy with recolledting 
the airs Ihe gave herfclf before her ftep- 
mother, and the confcioulhels of her own. 
fuperiority, which, Ihe thought. Sir John 
J^ace could not help difcoyering, and 
even demonftrated by his eyes, fhe vi^ 
told a gentleman defired to 4^eak with 
her; he was admitted, and proved to be 
Sir John himfelf, who after a profufion 
of apologies for his intruding upon her, 
entered into converfation ; the particulars* 
of which I do not remember, though 
M ifs Fanny once told me •, and if I did, 
it would be impertinent to infert them 
here, and divert the reader with chat 
while the ftory Hands ftill. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Fanny was fond of rciding, wj 
capable of very bright converfation •, an 
nobody can be at a lofs to know from tl: 
charafter drawn of Sir John, how wc 
qualified he was to pafs an hour agreeabl 
with a lady. In (hort, Sir John declare 
his paffion, that Lj knew her circumftar 
ces and ftory, and that no mean confide! 
ation-ihould ever prevent him from maJ 
ing honourable propofals to the woms 
he loved. Mils heard him with emotion 
he was too amiable noc to fei2c her afFe 
tions to a certain degree ; and by repea 
ed proteft^tions he gained a friend in h 
heart. - - 

.She was refolved to do nothing rafhl; 
and deCixed him to defift fi-dm vifiting h^ 
riir Mr. Blandfofd's^ feturn. Ht infifte 
upoa the ntceSkiy dang^s attending d 
lay, anddcfired he^ to write ta her fath< 
-which 'he: would take pare t5 ihclofe 
one upon the fame iubjed. Fanny coi 
plied ^ and in a few poft^ had a let 
^given.^ her by Sir John^ whi^h he feid v 
inclofcd to hjm from hef father. 7 
conterits of the* fetter- wer^^ That 
^Ihould not ufe her lover with coldnefs : 
difdain ; that he knew him to be a mai 
xoo much honour to declare* a- paflior 
did not feel 5 and that addrcffes froi 
.; •: pe 
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perfon of his figure, were not to be'flight-- 
cd -, and, in a word, .prefled her to a 
Ipecdy marriage, while her, lover- con-, 
tinued fo violent in his purfuit ; for if ho 
was once permitted to rove in queft of new 
beauties, or treated with difdain, he 
might perhaps never renew his protcfta-t 
tions, by which means an advantageous 
match would be defeated. He added, 
that he was pleafed to hear his wife had 
countenanced her» hoped flic would xon^ 
tinoe'm: her favour^ andehdatvour.to de^- 
fefve H ; iafid rec<Hnmended it to Fanny 
to coniSuIt with her in this particular. 
fJFanny was in a condition, upon n 
^is letter, which I muft leave M my lea- 
ders to im^gine^ which 1$ paying tnem a 
greater complinaent than if I Jthould dtfr 
cribeit; When oi^ce a cham&er i& thrown 
into any peculiar' circuitiftances,' and /if 
the tamper and fpirit of fucfa a chaJra&er 
is already knoMm, the reader frequently 
4.S ;^ good a jud|;e of the oonfequdnco of 
events, and the influence they have upon 
4:iie^tni0d» , or the external emotions they 
'P^duce, as the hiflprian w1k> relates them ; 
and fuch defcr^ttons are like fine fpeeches 
^ in a dramatic poenv vvhich have n6 
^onnedkion with the bufinefs of the 

*^ ■ , Mifs 
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Mife Ftony confulted with her Ifcp- 
mother^ who ilTenuoufly urged her be- 
having with fuch tcxjydeniels to her lo* 
ver, as to give him hopes of poffefling her 
foonin honourable matrimony. Fanny 
complied, ihe was fond of admiration, (he 
began to be iniove ; and in a fortnigtiC 
after the Rr& propofal was made, ihe 
agreed Co. yieli him her hand. 

Soipcic people may think this a. precipi-- 
tate en^igement, a^ violence to probabi* 
lity, and out of nature: To this my 
anfwer is. That however precipitate the 
engagement, however improbable, it is 
no^ out of nature, becauie it was tru^ * 

For many reafons which her lover af- 
figned, he chofe to be married at Hich-^ 
mond. There was an intimate acquaint- 
ance of the bridegroom's, named Juxon, 
who gave his honour to meet with them 
at Richmond, ai\dwitnefs the folemni^' 
tion of the nuptials. Mrs. Blandfbrd was.' 
requefted to attend^ but being under ^ 
flight indifpofition pleaded her excufe. 

Fanny and the bridegroom fct outfor 
Richmond, and were received by Mrs* 
Crefwold with the moft engaging poIite» 
nefs. 

. The 4iight in which the nuptials were 
to be celebrated, which was the firft erf' 

their 
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their going to Richmond, Mr. Juxondid 
not cortie, and for that « reafon they were 
delayed ; and Sir John* decilared, that if he 
did not come early next morning, he would 
return to town in queft of him. 

After an elegant entertainment, and the 
evening fpent agreeably, Fanny retired 
^o reft half an hour after ten. 

She lay in a room elegantly furniftied ^ 
every thing had the appearance of tafte : 
and ilfter perform'mg a devotion fhe never 
on^itted, as Ihe was convinced it was her 
duty, Ihe betook herfelf to (leep. 
: Thus retired, I Ihall leave her -, and 
may every Spirit which infpires chafte 
wifhes and guards the maiden heart, 
be prefent. with her in this perilous 
night! If my reader loves her as 
much as I do, he will kifs her a thou- 
fend times in his imagination, gaze at 
her with melting eyes, and doat up- 
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I Doubt not from the invocation of the 
Spirit of Chaftity to guard over the 
fleeping Beauty, fome will imagine that 
Sir John Lace is this night to atuck her 
virtue, and revel in her arms by way of 
anticipatipn of the nuptial delights ; but 
he had too high a fcnfe of the delicacy of 
Fanny, to attempt her honour as a ravifh- 
er-, at leaft, he imagined the refiftance 
fee would make would marr his joy, and 
for one night it was more proper to ex- 
ercife his patience. 

We mufl: now look back a little, . and 
take a view of the company, who were to- 
gether after Fanny retired. Mrs. Crcf- 
wold -begged leave to introduce to Sir 
John's acquaintance a young gentleman 
whom fhe imagined would render the 
converfation of the night more ' brilliant. 
He was introduced -, nor did J^rs. Cref- 
wold conjefture wrong;* he pleafcd jbe- 
y^^ ^heir warmeft expedatiohi, and had;. 




48 THE HISTORY- OF 

• 

fomething in his air and manner very en - 
gaging. Thus happy in one another's 
company they fat over their regale, till 
the clock ftriking one, fummoned them 
to reft. Sir John, who had plyed the 
bottle pretty freely, was too much difpo- 
fed for fleep, to have any other cares hang 
upon him. 

There was in the houfe a young- woman, 
with whom this accompliflied youth in- 
trigued, was the devoted minifter of his 
pleafure, and who by the vileft meains was 
willing, and at this time too able, to pro- 
mote it* She communicated to him the 
whole ftory of Sir John Lace and Fanny : 
(tie told him that they were that night to 
have been . married by Mr. Juxon, who 
difappointedthem, and that they only lay 
afunder becaufe the ceremony was not 
performed. *' The ceremony by Mr. 
*^ luxon I lays he ; fure you cannot be 
\^. in earneft ! you know he's an attorney." 
*' That all the world knows, replied fhe, 
*' but he was to have been the parfon." 
Upon hearing this relation, a thought en^ 
tcred. into his head, of poffefling Fanny 
before he who had laid fnares for her, 
liiould accomplilh it.. 

The girl, with whom he converfed, was 
too able to aflift him in the execution of 

his 
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tis fchetnc. There was a door, which 

probably Fantiy had taken no notice o£ 

which ihe could eafdy open by goin^ 

into the contiguous room. It was done, 

he entered, and without difcompofing 

her, laid timfelf down by the fleeping 

innocent, and waken'd her with kiijes* 

She was no doubt alarmed at this unex<« 

peded vifit t but I fhould violate' truth, 

if I averred that (he (hrieked much or 

made any fierce ftruggles. The gentle* 

man,, in a broken voice, accofted her. in 

the charader of her bridegroom 5 curfed 

Juxon a thoufand times for his delay : 

while Fanny made a refiftance, which was. 

rather the confequence of an innate mo» 

defty, than any outrageous conceptions 

of difhonoun 

In a wofd, the ravilher ftruggled and 

enjoyed, and took his leave with a rrQ*» 

fufion of kifles, which he imprinted, zt 

Shakefpear exprefles it, " with as much 

*' eagernefs as if Idfles grew upon her 

*' lips, and he would tear them up.** 

Should tliefe memoirs fall into the 

hands of a prude, or be read befoi-e i 

circle of antiquated maids, 1 know my 

hferoinc wUl be reprobated by them. She 

yielded, fay they ; and be the confequeitfe . 

ever fo bad, Ihe deferves it all for being**: 

. D ArvKng^t; ' V 
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ftrumpet. Let fuch imps of ill-nature 
and tyranny rail on, I think it not worth 
while to make any apologies to them ; 
their fpite is a compliment, and their 
malevolence fometimes an advantage. 
But to my gentle readers of another caft, 
I would willingly apologize, and endea- 
vour to refcue my heroine from fharing 
too much of their cenfure. My pretty 
fair ones, fufpend a little your rclent- 
ment ; pray imagine yourfelves in her 
fituation. The man who next day Ihe 
was perfuaded would become her huf- 
band ; and by exchanging vows of ho- 
nour, have' the. reftraints of virtue .taken 
off ; this very man foUiciting an indul- 
gence, which, to-morrow, it would have 
been honourable to grant him ; doing it 
with all the eagernefs of a longing lover, 
under fuch peculiar advantages, that even' 
rcfiftance would have been vain : tell 
me, ye fevereff in virtue, what would 
you have done ? But perhaps fome other 
reafons might coincide to difpofe her to 
yield; The* poor lady had gone to bed, 
witfi her fancy fwelling with images 
wBfch cannot be defcribcd : her thoughts, 
as Otway expreffes it,i ** perhaps had 
•^ been abroad, and brought home wan- 
^ ton wifties to- her heart.** She had 
- been 
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been wakened from a dream erf" trans- 
port, and found herfelf encircled in the 
arms of him (ke loved. In fgch a coin- 
cidence of circumftances, who amongfl: 
you wx)uld not have yielded ? There is a 
certain degree of trial which is above the 
refinance of nature, and is not expelled 
from beings fo frail as we are. I aver, 
Hotwithftanding this circumftance being 
literally true, that Fsomy. was uncor- 
rupted and fpotlefs. Her tryal was above 
woman's power to refift ; and however 
romantically virtuous fomc biographers 
have drawn tlieir heroines, yet I am con- 
vinced, they have exceeded nature ; and 
in place of a woman have Ihewn us a 
cherubim in a woman's form. 


¥:co:?s(;^»:«c^)sosc«^^^ 


CHAP. YIIL 


IT has been already obferved?%liaei1)Cfi 
gentleman who was happy in- riid- 
arms of Fani^^, after the firft traniports^ 
were over, abruptly took his leave w^h a : 
profufion of kilfes : and here we (haU. 

Da /^ *dcl. 
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add, arid that witbowt much ceroraohy, 
he left; the houfe early next morning. 
Ht^^^d been bkffed in the arms of a 
la(|^c never faw, and no doubt had the 
pfeafure heightened by imagination. This, 
however, was the moft romantic adventure 
of his lift;^ aod^s he was not much given 
to fcciiecy, partfi^k^ly^ jn the affairs of 
loofe gallantry, he o™b diverted his 
company by this merry 'JSjtgon. 

The morning came, and ^kjohn Lace 
waited on Fanny "v^ith the ^fus&cfemony 
of an early vifit. She met him covered 
with blufhes, and looked in a manner,, 
which can only be underftood by thofe 
^o have themfelves been in the fame 
fitLlation. When they were at breakfaft. 
Mr. Juxon arrived, when Sir John rallied 
him for the difappointment he ocoifion- 
ed, and keeping him one night longer 
from the arms of his bride. This laft 
fpeech a litde ftartled faer^ th9ugh (he 
luon recovered herfelf, as fhe imagined 
it might proceed from policy, and a de- 
foe of blinding the eyes of thofe who 
were about him. When tjiey were alone. 
Sir John put fome flender queftion& to 
the bride ; he infifted upon having the 
ceremony performed immediately ; flbc 

i pleaded 
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pleaded for a rdpite 'till the erening, and 
obtained his con&nt. 

Fanny was ftill ignorant of tht perfcri 
who had laft night pofleflcd her, die (lill 
imagined Sir John had been he, till ar> 
accident dilcovered the truth. Sh» 
efcaped indeed the fnare of one villain^ 
but (he fell by the art of another ; and 
ikom this day is the beginning of her 
mifery to be dated. The maid alread)^ 
mentioned, who condudted the ploo 
againft Fanny, was fummoned to attend 
her while fhe drefled. The girl was far 
&om being pleafing to her ; fhe had a 
pertnefs and impudence in her' look> 
which Ihocked her-, and flie behaved 
with fo much freedom, that Fanny call- 
cd upon Mrs. Crelwold to fend her ano- 
ther^ maid, for fhe was difpleafed witl% 
the one fhe had already fent.- 'The girt 
was affronted at this flight fhewn her^ 
and boiling with refentmept, fhe waited 
on Sir John, told /him that, to her cer-j 
tain knowledge, a gentleman was feen tci 
come out of. his bride's bi^d-chamben 
early in the morning, and had:bfea tl^re. 
fome hours : this fhe confirtned bj^^.jfuch; 
allegations as difpofed him to brieve it^ 
He ^as roufed to fury upon ^Jiwuingi 
this •, he was piqued that hjtsJifl^^Mtt^^ 
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fchcme of feducing fhould at kft prbvc 
abortive, and that another plunderer of 
beauty ftiould win the prize from him. 
He reftrained himfelf, however^ and 
waited for farther convidlion* He again 
returned unto her, affuming a ferenity ; and 
v/ith feeming tendernefs afked her about 
Jaft night's repofe, how early lh« waked, 
and if fhe was not dijfturbed in her fleep ? 
•* I received no difturbance, fays (he, but 
•' that which you gave me •, and it was not 
** kind to intrude upon me in the hour of 
c^uiet.** At faying thefe words Sir John 
ftarted ;' put on an inexprefllble feverityin 
his looks; and as he then held her hand, he 
toffed it from him, uttered fome horrid 
execrations, and told her that {he was 
loft, loft beyond recoveiy. He heaped 
tipon her unmannerly epithets, traitpefs \ 
flrympet ! whore f 

' Had Sir John's defigns been honoura- 
ble, and had he really intended to have 
made her his wife, his rage would have 
been natural ; but as he meant no more 
than to feduce her by a mock marriage, 
arid then prevail upon her to become 
his miftrefs, he had no great reafon for 
violence •, yet was he fo nettled with this 
difappointment, that he vow'd revei>ge 
agaiiift her : he had been bafe erjough to 

lay 
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lay Iharcs for entrapping^ the daughter <f£ 
his friend, and when thofe failed, he was 
wicked enough to expofe her to fhamc, 
and leave her to poverty. 

By this time, I hope, the reader has 
found out what ingredients, in the cha- 
racter of a fine gentleman, were wanting 
in Sir John. The fituation.of Fanny 
upon this difcovery, this aftonifhing 
event, may be fancied but not pourtray- 
ed. She fometimes doubted the reality 
of Sir John's aflertion, of his not having 
that night been near her. She consi- 
dered him as her hufband, (he fell at his 
feet, and confefled as much contritiuu 
and penitence, as if fhe had been ac- 
tually an adultercfs. Sn: John was inrpI3-" 
cable in his refentmcntj tore himitlt 
from her, hurried to town, and iprcad^ 
the ilory as faft as he coulc^* 

It will not be difficultr.to conceive 
how agreeable this news was to Mrs. 
Blandford j fhe was forry indeed that 
Fanny had not. fallen into Sir John*s 
Ihares, but then fhe rejoiced that (he 
had fallen, and longed for Mr. Bland- 
ford's return to town, that fhe might re- 
late the ftory of the unfortunate orphan 
in all the aggravated circumftances c^ 
guilt, and fo exafperate him a^i|j|^vk^>v 




5tf THE HISTORY OF 

ds to throw her entirely out of hfe pra- 
tedion. But what happened- on his 
oomiftg to town, and the calamities^which 
befel Fanny, fliall b^ told in the next 
chapter. 
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CHAP. IX. 

SI R John Lace, as we have al- 
ready taken notice, was not Irtog- 

in communicating to Mrs. Blandford hisr 

difappoinfment : and ihe had now the' 
faireft opportunity of efFetSting t4te totaj 
ruin of this poor orphan. 

Np foojier did Mr. Blandford return,- 
than th^ whok ftory was difclofed to. 
him : his wife related it with every cir- 
cumftance of guilt. She informed him. 
of Sir John Lace's paflion for Fanny, 
which governed hini to fucha degree, 
that he iriade her offers of marriage \ had 
really appointed the very day in which 
the ceremony was to have been perform- 
ed, but that he detefted her in the bafeft 
treachery, and the moft ungrateful be-- 

haviour 
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havionf to the man who loved her. This 
relation riiuch affcfted the heart of Mr. 
Blandford. Sir John confirmed it ; and 
the evidence was too ftrong againft her 
to admit of palliation. He refolved from 
that moment to abandon her, as unwor- 
thy of his bounty : he wrote to her to 
that efFe(5t, and inclofed a fmall Bank 
note, which he declared fhould be the 
laft flie ihould ever have from him. 

The reader, who has any humanity, 
may judge the c<indition poor Fanny was 
in, at the reoeijpt of this : (he had been 
ruined by a man whom flie never faw^ 
nor had any means of finding out ; (he 
loft, or at kaftfhe thought (he loft, a 
very advantageous match, by yielding 
too tamely to the foUicitations of a man, 
•whom (he imagined would the tttxt day 
become her hufband. Her father had 
abandoned her : his difpleafure Was the 
heavieft affiidion ; and in tliU.perplexitjf 
Ae knew Bot what to do. ii^W had nd 
fnend to whom (he could cbmnnftikariS 
her diftrefs :. fiie dreaded Women as rival j 
and vultures to one another. She had 
no reafon to have any reliance upon the 
honour of men -, and becamt, as it 
were, cr.ft out from all conn^ftiohs with 

focicty, _* ';^:^'\" ^ 
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Famvy; who immediatc^ly.after her ruin 
came to town, addrefled /her father in 

l^the moft fubmiflive terms of penitence ; 
' <iifclofed every circumftance which had 
happened.; declared that ftie imagined 
that lie whp had. intruded into her bed, 
was the man (he expefted to.be her huf- 
band, and entreated him to admit fome 

. -alleviation of her guilt. This letter but 
exafperated him the more •, he could not 
.believe her ignorant of the man who fe- 
duced her ; and he confidered her pro- 
teftati6ns as adding a lie to her other in- 
famy. He returned an anfwer to this, 
which adminiftered much to her forrow^ 
and confirmed her in the moft deplorable 
wretchednefs. But will not the humane 
reader be ftill more difpofed to fhed a 
tear for the unhappy, beauty, when he is 
informed, that the confequence of her 
intrigue (if it may be called fo) difcq^ 
vered itfelf in a manner, which addjeid 
diftrefs to diftrefs, and rendered her Cala- 
mity double ! She was with child, and ft> 
prevented from exerting herfelf in thel 
ordinary means of virtuous induftry, 'jlp^ 
fupport a miferable life. • . * 

The particulars of , her ft ory, which 
intervened between the hour of her un- 
doin3^ and the near approach of her de-p 

. livery^' 
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liVery, are too minute and inconfiderable 
to be recorded. She now fcjt more for 
her offspring than herfelf, and was un- 
der much perplexity how to get over 
that difmai period. She had heard in- 
deed that there were in town public hof- 
pitals for the neceflitous poor, but then 
that none had the privilege qf them but 
fuch as could fwear that they were mar- 
ried, or produce certificates, to that pur- 
pofe. This fhe was well fatjsficd (lie 
could not do : befides, her fpirit, unac- 
cuftonied to fuch low ideas, was very un- 
governable, and prevented heriix)m any 
mean though lawful fubmiffions, whiLJi, 
in the cafe of poverty, muft often mor- 
tify the moft polifhed mind. 

In the lodgings which Fanny took • af-. 
ter her return from Ricjimond, flie got 
acquainted with an old gentlewoman, wiigt, 
had charity enough to believe thetft;iar: 
tionof herftpry,:an<Jibewcd her theih:,oft: 
diftinguifhing marks of comixafTidn. At ^: 
^ Mrs. Banks, who had feen life in every\ 
fliape, was -the widow of a gentlemaa* : 
who left her , his . fmall inheritance iof: 
about 60 /. a year, on which flie iiabfiftcd 
Pr^^ty g^nteely, and:l^4^v'enfonfiethiog * 
tafpttj^ fpr the pur0)i^si#*. charity.. \Sl^'i 
had tJ^ remains of bsgi#j&3r*::?q*<J ji&^ 
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and underftoood more. She had herfeliT 
been the mother of many children, and 
well knew the follicitudes, fears and 
namelefs anxieties of a parent, and could 
eafiljr fympathize' with any woman who 
was near the approach of being one. 

She took occafion one day to mention 
it to Fanny, that perhaps fhe might have 
it in'her power to provide for her lying- 
in, by fuch means as would be advan** 
tageous to her. " Could you (loop, lays 
(he, my dear, to part with your own 
babe to be fuckled by a perfbn I Ihall 
provide for you, and to fuckle the 
" child of another, who would well re- 
*' ward you for it ? could you bear it?'* 
Upon uttering the words, " part with your 
own babe !" poor Fanny melted into 
tears 5 fhe could not reftrain the fwell-* 
11)^ of her heart, and her lovely bofom 
throbbed with the acuteft fenfibility. She 
remained a-while without giving any an- 
fwer* Mrs. Banks, who was ftixrked at 
Jier tonfufion, in the moft delicate man- 
ner endeavoured to explain her meaning \ 
and convinced her that ihe intended no 
affront, nor to take the Cruel advantage 
of hercircumftances to triumph over her. 
Fanny could not help being charmed 
with t|v agreeable and tender manner in 
.. . winch 
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which Mrs. Bwks fpokt of her ^i> 
and was ac laft fo Feconcihed co the 
pofal, that fhe longed fer an opportu 
of Ihewing Mrs. Banks fome mark 
grai:ittKie for thus interefting herfelf ij 
fevour. And as the higheft fpirit i 
yield when poverty ftrifccs, fo Fann 
lall. familiarized a ftation to her m 
which flie once little imagined woul< 
her tot. 
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CHAP. X. 

T'H E family to which Mrs. Ba 
refolved to recommend Far 
was that of a mercer's $ but as (he'ki 
them to be all of a gloomy perfoafion, 
was afraid fhe could fcarce move rbeir c< 
paflion, fo as to take one intotlieirho 
who was ui^ortunate in Hit fenle i 
{)oor Fanny was ; but) as they v 
very wealthy, and fomething might 
got in their fervieip^ (he determined 
try, - 
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The mercer's name was Wills, to 
jwhofe wife Ihe applied, Mrs. Banks fo 
far prevailed as to excite a dcfire in Mrs. 
Wills to fee Fanny, but had entirely for- 
got to inform her of her misfortunes, by 
telling the truth ; for both F^nny and 
Mrs. Banks were above raifing any ad- 
vantage by the relation of a lye. 

Fanny, next day after Mrs. Banks had 
had a conference with Mrs. Wills, waited 
on her ; but before fhe appears before 
this young wife, it will not be amifs to 
give fome account of the company then 
prefent. In the firft place, there was the 
ghoftly father, who had long watched 
over the fouls of the family 5 his name 
was Cant, a man upwards of fifty, and 
who, according to his own account, had 
b^en born again, for jmrny years.; 1 here 
fat by him Mrs. Bridget Bleareye, an old 
maid^ • who attended few public affcm- 
blies, fave the religious ; but ntwtr with 
all her devotional airs, could whine a huf- 
band tp herfelf, though (he Iiad long- 
wiihed for it in vain. Tliere was befides, 
Mifs- Maria Blunt, fiiler to the young 
wife. All thefe perfonages we|-e fitting 
ipund a tea-table, and holding fcrious. 
converfation about the corrupt ftate . of 
tjie ..church, when a fervant-maid came 

in. 
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in, and told that a young woman from 
Mrs. Banks defired to fpeak with Mrs. 
Wills J fhe was ordered to walk up. 
Fanny was then plainly drefled, but with 
an. elegant neatnefs, which very well be- 
came her. She was big with child j the 
additional circumftance rather improved 
than diminifhed the unfpeakable dignity 
of her perfon. She entered with a coun- 
tenance rather downcaft than ferenc ; (he 
had an air of melancholy, and her eyes 
were ready to ft ream with tears.—*' Look 
^* up. Child, fays Mrs. Bridget, what are 
** you afraid of ?" " What religion are 
" you, and who's your hufband !" fays the 
ghoftly father.. — " How old are you ?'* 
lays Mifs Blunt, — " You feem deeply af- 
" fefted,*' feys mercer Wills. — All thefc 
interrogations were put to her at once, and 
the poor ^irl was quite confounded.'** 
V She blufhes and is ready to cry, fays Mrs.' 
" Bridget \ furely there is fome myftery 
*' about her/* Why don't you fpeak,Child,» 
" fays old Cant ? tell me what religion yovr 
** are of."— The whole cpmpapy fixed their 
eye upon her, when fhe told t|i€m that her 
Dot knowing who was the mafter of the 
fMiily, or had a right to the- firft anfWer; 
w^ tne occafion of 4ier filence-, -- fiwF. I 
"cannot (faysfhej anfwer fwar-^V^^i^: 
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^ at once.** — ** O I the creature's a wit, 
*• and pretends to be fenfible 1 cries Mrs. 
*• Bridget : no, no, niadam, fbe'U never 
** do for you." " Weil^ but who is your 
" hufband, fays Cant f* It is fit that fhould 
** be firft answered ; and as to your reli- 
** gion, i fhall examine you by and by^'* — 
•* My hufband ! anfwers Fanny ; I 
thought Mrs. Banks informed you that 
I was an unfortunate girl.** — " Unfor- 
^ nate ! well, but you have a hufband, 
'^ fays he : where and what is he ?** " I 
^ • have ho hufband,** replied poor Fanny, 
with tears in her eyes. ** Then he is 
•* dead,** rejoined Cant, Fanny then re- 
fumed courage, and told the company that 
Ihe was above uttering a felfliood, and that 
fte never had a hufband. *' Heaven watch. 
•* over us f fays Mrs. Bridget 5 with child, 
^ and have no hufband ! Fye, Mrs. Wills, 
" let her be turned down ftairs. Pollu- 
*^ tk)n !— a whore ! — a wanton trull !**— 
Poor creature, fays'* Cant, fhe is in the 
way to heU :*' and then in the f udefl 
banner told her of her fault, and what fhe 
ought to do to fatisfy the congregation of 
Chriftian people for fo foul an offence, — 
Fanny now could no longer contain the 
tears which flowed down her cheeks, and 

ihe appeared ftill more amiable indiftrefs, 

44 J 
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*' I thought, fa^ (be, I iliould not have 
" been infidted wkhjnycalatHities ; they 
'* are in themfelv^s vtry hard to bear ': 

1 " why ihould a poor unhappy creature 
** like me cxdte any refentment ? My 
•' miferies ca« never be the objeft of 
" envy." **Envy,. fays Mrs. Bridget, no 
" really, nor your conduft of imitation j 
" but your miferies, if you feel any^ 
" ihould ^ow from the rcmorfes of your 
" own confcience.*" "Confider^chiMjCrics 
*• Cant, you have linncd, and fatten from 
** your purity j^you ought to be itiftant 
^ in feafoA, and out erf" feafon : youoljght 
" to watch and pray. But teli me, cbild^ 
^ what clafs of Chriftians do you belong 
^ to r* This laft interrogation Fanny 
anfwered, by openly, declaring, " Ttiai 

, *' fhe was educated in the communion of 
'^ the church.** " And foyou never in* 
^ tend to fhake off the prejudicet of 
** education, returns- he -, but indeed it 
* is no matter to what kt of people yoU 
*' belong ; for it is no credit to any clafi 
*' to have a creature like you anriongft 
** them/* In this man«er of infuk they , 
continued, when Fanny, quite fatiguea 
with (landing, was ready to drop cjown^ 
and begged leave to Retire, which they 
granted her, after obfervingj 'ib^\^&^ 

b44 
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had a good deal of impudence to enter aif 
honcft man*s houfe ; and that they would 
reprimand Mrs. Banks for recommending 
a ftrumpet to them. 

While the poor lady was about taking 
•her leave, a fervant fuddenly entered the 
room, and told his matter that Mrs. 
Blandford and fome other ladies were 
below, who wanted fome filks, and de- 
fired to fpeak with himfelf. This met- 
fagc Fanny heard diftinftly delivered, 
and was -like to fink into . the grotind 
upon it. She had no pretence pf ftaying 
longer in the room with the good com- 
pany where (he had met with the moft 
unmannerly infults, and unneceflTary fe- 
verity, as if it were a crime to be unfor* 
tunate. She was ftruck almoft fenfelcfs- 
at the thoughts of feeing a woman, who 
flic knew would triumph over her afflic- 
tion, and made her own ufe of the un* 
lucky accident which brought them to- 
gether. She was ottiged to bear it 5 and 
$s file pafled through the fiiop, Mrs. 
Blandford looked at her with an air of 
ineffable indignation ; and made fuch in- 
finuations to thofe about her, as they 
eafily underftood, that the perfon flie 
thus beheld with contempt was not un- 
known to her* 

After 
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After (he had bargained for the CSkSy 
flic aflced the mercer, by what accident 
the creature ffae had feen pafs through' 
the fhop, came to his houfe ? The mercer 
finding her a little interefted on this fub- 
jeft, fatisfied her, and concluded with 
obfcrving, that he did not chufe to have 
any ftrumpets come near him. Mrs. 
Blaqdford then (hook her head, flirugged 
up her ihoulders, and took her leave with / 

an air of the higheft importance. She f 

went home full of foirits ; and we (hall .- 

have an occation afterwards to obferve 
the ufe (he made of this iMerview, to 
the difadvantage of this unhappy fair 
one. ' 

When Fanny gqf intd the ftreet, it was 
with the utmoft difficulty Ihe could ftag-* 
ger home : (he would have called a 
coach ; but putting her hand in her 
pocket, found hcrfelf without money. 
At laft, with the grcateft pain, (he got 
to her lodgings. As foon as (he- arrived, 
with a heart burfting with grief, Ihe 
threw herfelf upon the bed, and fainte4 
away : after proper means ufed ta reco- 
ver her, (he had (carce l)egun to tcH 
Mrs. Banks the infult (he had received, 
when tlie pangs of birth came' upon her ; 
and in thefe agonies 1 muft i^vfe iier ta 

the 
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the care of Mm* Banks, ^vhb did aM {he 
could by calling proper afliftance to her, 
and make my re^er acquakited mth a 
fiew cfiarafter, who will appear very 
aftive la the fucceeding pages of this 
relatlotu 
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MISS Liucy Walp was a young 
lady who had pofTefllon of the 
j^& floor in the fame houie where Fanny 
j^d Mrs. Banks lodged. She lived in a 
good Cwrefpondence with the latter, and 
was made acquainted with- Fanny*5 ftory 
by Mrs. Banks; who obtained fome cha- 
rity from her to fup^y the neceflities of 
her patient ; for fo Fanny, at that time, 
jmay be properly called. 

Though Fanny bad lodged fome,. time 
in the fame houfe with Mifs Wafp, yet 
had they not as yet feen one another ; 
jbr Mifs Waip was often out upon parties 
q£ pleafure, and poor Fanny confined 
icrfelf much to her room ^ to that had 

not 


f 


FANNY SEYMOUR. 6(f^ 

mt Mils Wafp exprefiTed an inclination 
to Mrs. Baoks of feeing Fanny, aa foort 
as her condition would permit, perhaps 
they woidd have lived much longer un- 
der the fame roof, without an interview. 

Miis Wafp was about 27 years old | 
her ftature ibmewhat low \ her features 
regular, but not commanding ; her cyei 
Wi:k, but without keennefs j ^her hai^ 
exceeding fine •, her ftiape of the oval 
fpccies •, her flcin tolerably white ; her 
nofe rather 8at than protuberant j and 
her gait a proper medium, between a- 
flaunting degagee and an awkward ftifF* 
fiefs. Her perfon, upon the whole, was 
^reeahk, but not ftrikirg $ and if (he 
could not be faid to be ugly, (he had na 
pretehftensto any epithet above agipceable.! 

Mifs Wafp h»d from nat^txre a pretty 
large, (hare of vivacity \ ffie was blefied' 
with an aflx>ni(hing mcniOFy ; her judg- 
ment was not weak ; and her application- 
to the bdle accompli&ments • intenfe. 
She danced with tafle, and played upto- 
the fpinnet gracefully. She had a ready 
eloquence, and was very quick in re-^ 
partees. 

Thefc are the qualities of Mife Walp, 
which^ fecondedwith a very ample for^^ 

iune^ 
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5tune, rendered her agreeable to the men"^ 
and as her wit and parts were mudk 
above the greateft number of her bwa 
fex, (he was rather feared than beloved 
by the women. For, whenever Ihe 
found herfelf fuperior to thofc around 
her, in Underftanding efpecially,. if there 
were any men prefent, fhc ufcd to ex- 
tend her conquefts to the utmoft of her 
power J and never let a difputant retire, 
without bearing the moft mortifying 
marks of her viftory. . However, as an 
ample fortune, joined with wit, makes 
it more tolerable, by thofe to ^hom it is 
directed, Mifs Wafp had a very large 
acquaintance ; for though fome ladies 
dreaded her as a rival, yet many were 
proud of her aflbciation, fi?CKn this prin- 
ciple^ that an intimate acquaintance with 
perlbns of wit, confers fome degree of 
raife ;. for next to being fenfible ouvr 
ives, is a tafte fojjf the company of 
thofe, who have a r^utation for under- 
flanding. 

- As to the moral cHarafiber of Mifs, 
the reader is referred to her conduct, in 
which he will difcern the workings o(' 
tKe heart, atid be better able to form an 

idea of what degree of virtue, or its op- ' 

pofice, 
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ft, 

pofite, fhe pofleffed, than by any pifturc 
can be drawn of her, here. 

But before we return to Fanny, let us. 
take a view of the ftate of Mr. Bland- ^ 
ford*s family, and the influence which 
Fanny's laft interview with her infolent 
ftepmother produced there. 
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CHAP. xn. 


Mo fooner had Mrs. Blandfbrd- re- 
turned home, but, impatient to 
relate her adventure, or rather interview, 
with*^anny, and to* give it kn air .of 
greater importance, flie fent for her huf- 
band from a tavern, under pretence of 
urgent bufinefs, and communicated/ to 
^m the condition in w^ich fhe hadf 
found her. She remonftrated that, the 
^i%race of that girl would naturally bring 
infamy upon the family : ** for^ fays (he, • 
" 1 Qiall be accufed of crueky towards * 
" her ; and as the girl' will loon become 
** compleatly infamous, (he will no doubt 

** relate 
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'*' relate het .fl^orjf' .to- every iUlow^'with 
^^ whom* fh^^^ili^l^iie^ in order Ko move 
" QompaJOSp^ ^^\! aorf our naiw' flxall be 
ec;chbs>^;;ni^feverjr liopfe .of bad fame 
about tq^." *^' Our.-fi'ame ! replied 
Mr, Bl'andford, I have already dif- 
chifi%ed her from aflRiming it ; fure 
^* ftie does not prefume to diibbey me " 
*' in that particular/' 

Mrs. Blandford finding this topick 
jnight be made a good pretence againft 
her, fhe infifted that (he ftill aflumed that 
name ; and, added fhe, " it very much 
" Ihocked nie, Mr. Blandford, to find 
^' that the ftory was divulged at the 
** mercer's : and when I faw the creature 
^* big with child, bearing aboot her the 
^^ marks of ruin, I thought I ftiould 
^' have fainted, merely from a tenderncls 
*' to yov \ for it is ho doubt grievous to 
the parent even of a natural child, to 
hear that his offspring are become heirs 
of proftitution : but indeed my t^n- 
** dernels a little fubfided, when the 
" mercer told me, with what forwardnefs 
*' and impudence fhe behaved to his 
wife, and the other company, before 
whom fhe was caUed in. I tell you,, 
fays file, you .m\ifV do all in your power^ 
to have her conveyed from this place,. 

- *' or 
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*« or at Icaft tocKtftfehcr for calling her- 
** felf your lawful chiH, and then to 
** lay the blame upon me, for being dc- 
« fertedbyyou.** 

This difcourie, extreniely well-timed, 
kad an happy influence on the mind of 
Mr. Blandford, who before this happened, 
. ^as much diipofed to relent towards her. 
He confidered her, rather as unhappy, 
than guilty ; and if ifn an hour of frailty 
flie had been overcome, he thought that 
penitence might again reftore her, if not 
to a date of innocence, at leaft to a con- 
dition df being accepted again, by thofe 
who are themfelves fallible, and who 
ought to confider that -the prefcrvation 
of virtue is often more owing to lucky 
circumftances, than any vigorous endea- 
vours of our own. This was the light 
in which Mr. Blandford began to con- 
fider Fanny's frailty : and as he knew 
neceffity often expofed ruined gifls to 
the repetition of their crimes, fo he was 
refolved to prevent it, and to make her 
fuch allowances as would enable her to 
fupport lifcj if not with fplendor, at leafl 
with innocence : but when he heard thai 
raodefty and delicacy were gone, tha 
there did not remain even the ihadcn^^r o 
• -^ E * virtue 
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virtue, he loft all patience ; he confidci^d 
her 9sof\c paft recovery 5 and, as the 
poet exprefles it, ** gone as far as there 
** can be perdition/* 

He gave acooimiffion to his wife to 
write to her* ;and comipaod her to ch^ge*' 
her name. This JMrs* Blandford readiljr 
complied with, and performed it with the - 
^P<>ft aggravating circumftances of feverity . 
Fanny received it with the acuteft con- 
"CefiryHSi& coBJ&iered herfclf as now en- 
tireiy^ /;a%andi:joed by him, whom fhe 
imoff^h^a was. the fountain of her life ; 
b^t was ai^MU^ due, after (he h«4 jl^en . 
told by her fj^er tha^ her mother's najsne. 
was Grafivilie, he fhould infill upon her 
relinqiiiihing that, which the misfortune 
of her birth did not deprive her of. 
, Mrs. Blandford had wrote to her to 
change her name, without the p^rticidar 
mention c^ any mtnc : and as Fanny had 
aflumed the naojc of Granville, (he con- 
fidered the command as intended to alter 
that alfo. $he retained ftiU tho utmoft 
tendernefs for her luppofed father •, and ; 
his commands, conveyed to her by her 
ftepmothcr, fhe tefolved to obey, anid 
communicated the circumftance to Mrs* 
Banks* 

Fanny 
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Fanny was of a grateful, honeft na- 
ture ; fhe could never forget the tendcr- 
nefs of Mr. Blandford towards her in her 
early years : all his fondncfe rofc to her 
mind, and warmed her generous bofom, 
which never breathed one malevolent 
wifii againft him Ihe thought her father. 
She was now reltercd to a confirmed 
ftate, and held many confultations with 
Mrs. Banks, concerning the means of 
providing for herfclf and infant ; but, 
fiireet lady ! many miferies are yet before 
her, many difficulties are to be ftruggled 
with, which will appear in the fucceeding 
pages. But before I relate any more oi 
this injured beauty^s adventures, I will 
anfwer a queftion, which fome of mj 
readers, by this time, will be ready tc 
make. " How came iti fay they, that Mr 
Blandford, when he is convinced of th< 
proftitution of Fanny, does, not revca 
the fccret, and openly difclaim her x 
his daughter ?*• To thij it may be an- 
fwered, that he had fo long difguifed th< 
truths that he was alhamed now to owi 
it : and he had fenfe enough to know 
that if he fliould do it, while Ihe wa 
tn^dcr d5ftre% the world wou|djuftl] 
cojnfltftici' i^ asatrieancxpedieitt to ti^ 
her entirely from his* depcii^ancc j an| 

''■*"'■ sit Z --wr-.-x-r'^"... ' J 
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if they believed this relation, they woul^. 
impiute his former kindnefs to her,, as 
only a defign of educating her for his 
own diflionourable purpofe, in which he 
had been defeated : and of all wretches, 
who are fufiered to live, he is the greatcft,- 
who takes an infant under his proteftpn,, 
educates her to elegance, ancf then per* 
petrates his long-laboured horrid pur- 
pofe, in the bloom of her beauty j&id 
innocence. Thefe confideritions . were 
fufficient to prevent him from declaring 
the truth. - . 


CHAP. XIIL 


IT has been alrej^ VtSbferved, that 
Fanny*s tepdern<ls tor Mr. Bhhdfor^^ 
and the noble gratitude with which ,fhe' 
was infpired, determined her to obey, 
every command of his 5 and flie hoped, 
6r\t time or other, if npt to appear in- 
nocent in fiis eyes, at I^afl: in a more fa* 
yourable light, and reg^;A,thc (bMrefhe 
had once iiv his affeftions. /In' con&r 

r ,. . qucncc 
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quence of a command contained in the 
letter Ihe had received from her ftcp- 
mother, after confulting with Mrs. Banks^ 
die changed her name from Granville to 
Wilmot i and that Ihe might never bs 
acceflary to bring any difgrace upon the 
family, and the better to difgUife her 
real chara<5ter, ihe relinquifhed her chri- 
ftian name alfo, . and aflumed that of 
Charlotte.^ Mrs. Banks made Mifs Wafp 
acquainted with this circumftance, . by 
whofe intereft (he expected to make fome 
provilion for Fanny, and on whom fh* 
doated with a fondnels, little inferior to 
that of a mother. It has llkewile been 
obferved, that Mifs Wafp expreffed an 
inclination to fee Fanny, which gave great 
pleafure to Mrs. Banks, as fhe was in 
hopes, that the native gracefulnefs of 
Fanny's pe;Ffon,. the brightnefs of her 
converfation, and infinuatihg behaviour, 
would move her compaffion for this un- 
fortunate innocent, and excite her to d<i 
.fome thing. for her relief. 

' On an afternoon appointed hy Mife 
Wafp, who was informed by Mts. Banks 
of the change of our heroine's hame^ ihe 
was iotroducedto her under the name* of 
.Charlotte Wilm6t.. ,Mifs Wafp receiveji 
her with gfeat politenefs'j and^as: Ilife 
. . E 2 was 
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was fenfible that the circumftances of 
Charlotte, and the plainiiefs of lier.drefs* 
would naturally check the vivacity (he 
had been informed ftie was' mlftrefs of, 
fhe behaved with e^ttfaorcTih^ry /c6m- 
piaifance, and fecmed to 'be much ple^fed 
v/ith the converfation of this young un- 
fortunate. 

Mifs Wailp was a great lover of thea- 
trical s^mufements, and had read much. i|^ 
poetry : fhe was not ignorant of the c'ha- 

radteriftical beauties of the mcA eminent 

• - . • ■ 

authors ; and as her memory was afto- 
nifbing, fhe could repeat the fublime^ 
pafTages of our beft poets. 

A difpute arofe between theifl corf- 
.cerning the merit of two poets, and.wa* 
managed with great gentlenefs oa botii 
Tides, when a perfon, who "had frequefttly 
vifited Mifs Wafp, entered the toom.; 
this gentleman's name was Seymour ; h^e 
was an officer in the army, and had, as 
is peculiar to the military chara6l6r, the 
infmuatihg arts of pleafmg : he w^S^c- 
companied by Beau He wit, whofe tafte 
in drefs, and a kind of low cunnings 
were his chief qualifications. Never were 
two charadlers mow oppofite than thofe 
of Capt. Seymour and .Beaii Hewit. The 
former was without. di^uife, and incapa- 
ble of diflimulatlon : « Kbertint he was\ 

but 
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bat he never ha^ art enough to conceal 
it ; and though he had naturally a very 
amorous conftitution, yet he was inca- 
pable of falfifying his word : and of the 
many girls who have . been ruined by 
him, none can lay they fell by his per- 
jury, or by his promifing more than he 
intended, to fulfil Beau Hcwit was in 
every rcfpeft the reverie of him, and 
produced all his devaftation by laboured 
ichemes, and concerted frauds. TliougU 
by the f^quel this will appear to be the 
charader of Beau Hewit, yet he was 
mafter of fuch an incredible difiimulation, 
that Capt, Seymour (naturally, pene- 
trating) beUeve4 him to be fincerely ho*- 
laeft, and in the gentleman's/eafe of the 
ivord, unif<H'miy honourable. 

Capt. Seymour had lately made love 
to Mils Wa^), in which no doubt he was 
animated by the profpe£i: of poflefling 
her fortune : but his uncle dying without 
iff^e^ and a large eftate devolving to hi^ 
father, he began to be lefe follicitou^ 
about her, and to flacken jhis* e$>rts c4 
obtaining hfn . _ , , ';, 

As foon as the ceremony of entrance 
i^aS" over, Mifs Wafp made the geritk 
incn - acquainted with, the merits of ,th 
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debate, and entreated their'^opinion corr- 
cerning it. The two poets about whom 
the dilpute was held, were Dry den and 
Pope : Mifs Wafp decreed the flipe- 
riority of genius to belong to the latter, 
while Charlotte contended for the for- 
mer. ** Dryden^ fays Charlotte, had 
certainly great variety, he found poe- 
try Jn an imperfeft ftate, he refcued 
it from the barbarity into which it had 
funk, and he reached, the higheft excel- 
" lence of numbers/^' Mifs Wafp de- 
nied the laft affertion, and declared, 
" that in her opinion Pope's numbers 
•** were the mod mufical and poliflied.** 
" More poliflied they certainly are, re- 
*' turned Charlotte, but not more mii^ 
•' fical, becaufe they want variety. The 
**. lines of Pope are indeed excellent, but 
** then every line is alike, and the fame 
«** cadence obferved throughout ; but 
" this is not all that can be urged in 
*' favour of Dryden. Let a reader of a 
" tolerable genius perufe the works of 
" both with attention ; the dedications 
** and prefaces of Dryden, and the let- 
** tcrs and criticifms of Pope, and I am 
*' much miftaken if he does not find his 
^ mind more illuminated by the former, 

** and 
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" and his- poetical ideas more extended, 
*' th^n by reading the works of the lac- 
" ter." The two gemlcmen liftened 
with great attention to thefe obfcrvations ; 
Capt. Seymour underftood the force of 
thcm> but Beau Hewit was totally igr 
norant of the merit of either Dryden or 
Pope. 

The captain, in order to give a gallant 
turn to the debate, declared, " that Ire 
" was.corivincediby whoever fpoke laft ; 
*' and complimented them both on their 
^^ taftc in poetry. . But, fays he. Ladies, 
" while you xo freely criticiie on th^ 
'* works' of your .favourite authors, b<f 
*' fo kind as to favour us with a fpcci^' 
*^ men of their beauties, by which Wtr 
'* Ihall be better able to judge of them/' 
Mifs Wafp, who had an altonilhing me- 
mory, made long quotations from Pope, 
while Charlotte contented herfelf- \vx\i 
repeating Drydcn*s beautiful defcript!oiv .• 
of Clqopatra in htr barge, m All for 
Love. . jihe repeated it' wkh lb much 
grace,' emphafis, and natural cafe, thar 
it was* impoflible . not to be as niuclt 
cKafmed by her,, as pryden has repre- 
fept^. tlie. Cupids, to have ^beeil' wftH the: 
Kgyptiar> T^e?>uty : when Cliarlottc fpoke.- 
thel?lihe$^;"' '^- r^' '' ' .' ^'l. 

^ ... 4 .... ^. ^ ... . .^jj^- ^ 
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She lay and leant her cheek npon her hand^ 
And threw an eye fe kngoiihifi^y fweet,. 
As if fecnrc of each behplder^ heart 
Negledtng fhe could take them — 

Ihe at once gave the example and the 
dcfcription. There was peculiar to her 
ah unaffected dignity, a foftnefs in her 
manner ; and her voice fo tuned to ut- 
ter the language of paffion, that he muft 
have had more than a lieaft of adamant^ 
who' could remain Uhfo6th*d *• with 
•^ thofe flakes^ of feathef'd (how, which 
♦* melted as they fell." 

Capt. Seymour felt upon this occafion^ 
a kind of tranfport, to which' his heart 
was, till then, a ftranger 5 but as he was 
too polite to give offence, he cortcealed 
his emotions under the dtfguife df com- 
plaifance, left Mifs Wafp fhbxM take the 
alarm.— When this agreeable converfa- 
tion was ended, Charlotte retired. Mrs* 
Bank$, who thought proper to continue 
in the room, took occanon to afk the 
gentlemen how they liked Chartotte*s 
manner of fpeaking vcrfe ? * Capt, Sey-. 
mour declared he had never heard any 
thing fo delicately >iJ;fi: as her voice, nor 
fo inexpreflibly moving as her maiiftef. 
Upon his uttering thefe words, Mifs. 
Wafp inftamly cried out^ with'jjbmc a^-^ 

tatio% 
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tatjon, *^ Alucky thought, Mrs. Banks^ 
** has come into my head> which will 
** redrefs «H the calamities of po6x 
♦« Charlotte, She Ihall go upon the 
** ilage, I am fore Ihe will uiccced ; 
^< and Mr. «Iiewit, who is acquainted 
♦* with the manager, fhall' recommend 
** her to him." *• Upon my honour, 
** fays Capt. Seymour, i? tiie Wy is hv 
** diftrefe, I know no meaii» fo Kkely* 
** to recover her from it.**" At thefe 
-words Mrs. Banks feen^ed greatly elated^ 
but made fonie fcrupte concerning the 
lofe of cTaaraSrer, which young women. 
i^ho go upon the ftage, generally fu^ 
tain : •* and, acfed Ihe, Chartotte is very^ 
*• hahdfome.** -i— Whett this difcourfe 
was ended, Mi*s. "Banks took her leave r» 
^uid the coi;^fequchce ^ the ftago-pr<^edl^ 
^w31 fac neUtted inr the next <haptet,. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


GA P Te Seymour and Beau Hewk 
departed: fronv Mife Wafp*s with 
ivcry different fcnfatibns* Capt. Seymour 
was charmed almoft beyond recovery ; 
and his enfuing night was fpent in think- 
ing on the fair unfortunate, who had 
,quite fubdued his foul. Beau Hewit>vas 
planning fchemes how to make the ad^ 
•venture tura out to his intereft j and, 
^s Shakelpear fays, " mifchief is very 
^*^* quick to enter into the heart of naan,'* 
he foQa fell upon one,, which prpipifcd 
fair to anfwer his purpofe. 

Early next morning Mjrs. Banks com- 
municated to Charlotte Mifs Waip's pro- 
jeft, and the approbation it met with 
ip>m Cagt. Seymour and Mr. Hewitt 
% will not difguife the truth, Charlotte 
was naturally fprightly, and dreaded no- 
riling fo. much as obfcurity, which Ihe 
well knew is the neceifary. confequence 
qf poverty. She had Hkewife in her con- 

^ ftitutioHj,, 
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ftitution, no finall (hare of ambition, and 
a full confcioufnefs of her own endow- 
ments. 

Capt. Seymour, who made vifits to 
Mifs Wafp more frequently than ufual, 
from other motives than thofe of court- 
fliip, had feveral opportunities of con* 
veriing with Charlotte, and dropping 
fome hints of pajEon for her. Charlotte 
had already fuffered too much by the per* 
jury of men, to put any confidence in 
Seymour's proteftations ; and though fli^ 
treated him with complaifance, (he enr 
deavouced to prefcrve her heart from be- 
coming a party in favour of this amiable 
youth. 

Beau Hewit (mean time) appeared exr 
tremeiy a6tive in preparing the means of 
introducing Charlotte upon the flage, an4 
animated her to purfue that refolutibh, 
from the undoubted fuccefs, he declared^ 
it would be attended with. . . 

He one day addrefled her with uhufu^ 
chejfffttlnefs, , and told her, while Mus 
Waip had for lotnpic minute§ quitted ."th^ 
room, (for both he and 'Cipt. /Seymour/ 
always .faw^ her in Mi$ rWa%>'s ap^r;- 
ments), that .heh^d nKeh^oned the. ^ir-; 
^u'mftahce of . her going on the ftage' toi 
fome pe;fons of figure, wha, .4^^edJ 
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they would e^ufe her interdl, and make 
a party for her the firft night of her ap- 
pearance, which by her own choice was 
to be in the charafter of the Mourning 
Bride ; •* And, added he, one of them 
*• entreated you to accept of tjiis fmall 
*• prdent, to purchafe the necefBuy 
** drefles for it ;" and then put into 
her hand a iBank note of fifty pounds^ 
Charlotte was ftartled at this lavilh 
bounty, and began to entertain fuipi-^ 
Cions, that a fecret defign was couched 
under it, and that fonje other plan was 
on foot to effeft her undoing. But how 
fefolent is the call of neceffity t She kn^w^ 
how deplorable her circpmftances wcre^. 
that 'flie was fupported chiefly by the 
tharrty rtf Mre. Banks, which, added to^ 
the nutty of %iritst fo idicxpefted ^ 
bounty had throv^n Jier lAto, and the 
fcturn of Mife Waijp, induced her p 
accept the prefc;nt, ^hd ciuitsnmr again; 
tocbmpofe h«fel£ . / 

That night theaffkirwas tjrfked folly 
ever, iind M^. i^fcwit agreed to accom- 
jyany her naet evenihg to the manager's,, 
in oMer fhat hfc irtiighrhear her recite^ 
, and.fi^6pbfe tertrts nrf, h^l: ateeptance. 
He^ was pilhftud to his hour • hetolct 
hcTy th^t the mifaijger WOuM-fee hcriioc 

at 
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at his own houfe, but in a room he had 
hired, not far from the theatre, for the 
very purpofe of inftrufting young be- 
ginners in the propriety of pronunciation,, 
and the manner of adion, which it was 
no eafy taik to attain. 

Flutteringwith expedation, and fwelt- 
ing with the moft fanguine hopes of iiic- 
cefs, Charlotte accompanied the Beau to 
the place appointed. When they came 
there, ibme time intervened berore the 
manager made his appearance, in which 
Hewity with all the htde art of which he 
was Hiafler, endeavoured to entertaia 
her ; to inlpire her with a levity which 
makes ibme approach to wantonnefs, and 
to EU her mind withjg^ ideas. In this 
fituatlon was Fanny, when a fervant en- 
tered the room, and told Mn Hewit^. 
that the manager would in a moment 
Wait upon.them,and b^ged paHon for his. 
d,elay, which was bccanohed hf an un^ 
fordteen accident But before we gnr6 
the particulars oi^ this interview, let u4 
turn idur eyes a litde^ towards Captakir 
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CHAP. XV. 

IT will be proper to remark, that * 
conficjerable time intervened between 
.the firft acquaintance which Capt. Sey- 
mour had with Charlotte, and the night 
(he went with Beau Hewit to wait on 
\h^ manager of tlie theatre. Though, in 
the firft flafhes of his admiration, he had p 
approved this fcheme, yej; when he had 
itidrtf frequent opportunities to converie 
with Charlotte, and<^began to feel his 
paffion increafe, fo as to excite him to 
make honourable addreflcs, be wasagainft 
the proj eft. He knew her filccefs litef^^^j;:^ 
fprlnpfe reafops than one, woutd tieter- ''^ 
j^ine his hopes, and forbid* hifil ever to 
addiefs her upon^ any other :t^rms rh^n 
tjiofe of' a rriiftrefs ^ and 'he Was noW too 
much in tove, to indulge one libertina- 
idea of hef : for no man whcr hreally* 
fubjeft to love, and who feels the true 
i^i^tioas of paffion, ever yet was dif- 

ii>ofcd to ruin or feducc her he doats up- 
on.^ 
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Oil ; fcM- as all his happjncfe is treafured 
in his fair, fo the leaft deviation from 
honour in her, would pierce* him to the 
foul ; and he cannot be reafonably fup* 
ix>fed to be an enemy to his own peace. 
Such confiderations as thefc determined 
Capt. Seymour to oppofe the fcheme of 
Charlotte's appearing on the ftage -, buc 
as fhe put no confki^nGe in his prqt^fta- 
tions, me was refolved not to let any op^ 
portunity of mending her fortune p90^ 
'•negledbed, : : 

; Capt. Seymour had called that night 
^t Mils Waip's, when Beau Hewit and 
Charlotte went out to wait on the ma« 
nager ; and when he. was told that Char- 
lotte was firmly refolved. to go upon the 
ftage, he feemed deeply affeded^ which 
not a little furprized Mifs Wafp, as ihe 
had not yet found out his'pai&on for her, 
fo prudent was he in his behaviour, and 
fo little caufe did he give of fu^icion* 
He foon took his leave ; and as meiaiti' 
choly is an evil -which cannot he beirir 
with^patience, he had recourfe to an.e». 
pedieht, in order to diflipate the gl4ipm 
and chcar his fpirits. ^> 

He went to the play, and in a fidi^boz 
met with a celebrated cbuxtezan, whdi 

engaged him in converfation* He mw 

wilHng 
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willing to indu^ any circumftance to 
alleviate his tnelancholy ^ and. as that 
^ourtezm had acquired a good deal q& 
fkfhionable knowledge, he thought him- 
fclf happy in meeting with' her. They 
both, exprefled their diflike to the play > 
which was d^ Pilgrim of Fletcher, and 
^t^k no notice 6f the performance. 

Seymour had bepn. no ftranger to the 
t$erfonal therits of this wench, that i% 
lie fhad jnore than once intngued with 
her I and though Ihe was then in keep* 
iiigrat a ialary^of five hundred a year, 
iyet Ike. never refu&d granting a favour 
^ -any: man, of wfaofe abilities fixe had a 
-^kA cpuikm, which ^nisy be a lelRm to^ 
afi' t^ofe fimple fohs of 'Folly who cx^ 
^aod: fidelity hoxa a ftnimpet. . She who 
9p3U xondefcend to live with any man 
upon terms of difhonour, will make no 
^eat^ fcruple to violate her word ; and 
Jthduj^ !(he may iojvre fwom fidelity to 
0vik ^lianit, yet no fobner does another 
iconie ih her way, than novelty, avario?, 
•or. ouricfity, di^ofb her to nudce a trial, 
jand fioie i^ls into his arms without nii^uch 
^ourtfhip or folicitation, 
: Seyihour, a litdc recovered from the 
<glQom . which himg upon him, pro- 
pofed to quit the box^ and retire to a 
: *' . place 
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place of intrigue* This propofal was 
accepted by the courtezan ; and with- 
out regard to public decency,, they went 
out together in the middle of the third 

aft. 

Some readers will be apt to condemn 
Seymour for this conduft^ and alledge, 
that it is inconfiftent with the paflion 
of a lover to throw :away any fondflds 
upon jan infamous woman.. Xet. thia 
anfiirer fufEce-—— Though a man doca 
.not deiprc to fcduce her he really Ibves^ 
yet he is not di^iofielled of his i^pe* 
tites ; he may be fond of a courtezaft 
ibr a few mmutes^ while he is iindi^r 
thetr ih&aenee,; but this doesjiot afie^ 
his niind, cor^^revent t}vc morc.rcflaod: 
and generous ^all^ons from inaint^i^ 
in^ their influence in the ibuij But 
it IS now time to return ta Chafloctc;^ 
and relate the confequence of that iu^ 
tervicw.. 
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CHAP. xvr. 

CHARLOTTE had never feen 
any of the players off the ftage, 
and consequently could not be foweU 

' acqtainted with their faces as to diftin- 

'guiih them in private company. 

As foonas the gentleman made his ap- 
pearance, Mr. Hewit, upon pretence of 

;aij5patchihg fome urgent bufinefe, retire^ 
with a promife to return immediately. 

"The gcnucman then opened the dilcourfe, 
upon the occalion of their meeting', and 
obferved, that Mr. Hewit, who was\ 
Very good judge, had fpoken vci^ 
warmly of her requifites to make an ac- 
trefs. He defired her to read, and put 
into her hand the Orphan : fhe read 
feveral fpeeches of that tragedy, with 
which he expreflcd great fatisfadion ; 

.)fe>d Ibid- her that flie was not wanting 
either in voice or judgment ; and then 
made her feveral compliments on the 
fixienefs of her perfon. Which he faid 

would 
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wold prejudice the audience in her fa- 
vour. The gcnileman then began ta 
liiew fome warmer civilities to Charlotte ; 
he offered to kifs her, which flie di,|d not 
rf fift, as the freedom is an innocentione ; 
but he repeated it fo frequently, t^at her 
delicacy was alarmed, and ihe began to 
fear that a fnare was prepared for her.r— 
" Why fo referved, lays the gentleman ? 
'* Your profeflion leads you to be gay : 
" it is impoflible to pleafe as an adkrds,, 
" without pleafing as a woman j.andun-. 
" lefs you put on an air of chearfulnefs, 
" you can never attain the neceflFary re- 
" quifite of an aftrefs." To this (he. 
anfwered, *' that what he faid mightr 
" poflibly be true •, but flie was unac- 
" cuftomed ito fuch ftlutation^ ; and if 
" the want of modefty was one oi the. 
" ingredients of an adrefs, Ihe r^folVed: 
"never to be of that profeflion/* 
. After fomexronverfatipn on the fubjeft 
of modefty had pafled, the gentlenjani 
then gave a proof that h^ was quite M 
ftranger to uiat amiable quality. He 
found that foothing ^ouM not Overcomfe 
fi> fenfible a young lady a$ .Cbarlottp: 
fcemcd to be ; an<i as he/wa^ refblvj}|t 
iiot to go without his; gravifkatiofl, ^ 
fc^ reco^irie to violence. . : : :. • « > ' • 
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I doubt not the reader has, by this 
time, found out- that this gentkmanwas 
not the manager of a theatre : but though 
the reader may have found it, Ghariotte 
cfid not, and lor ibme tkne remained in 
ignorance, as to his real charafter; 

Our gallant, or pretended ihanj^ger, 
had recourfe to. force; he feftened the 
door, and ftruggled to enjoy her with 
the moft brutaF violence. * Charlotte did 
not tamely fubmit to his bafe purpofe, 
ike refifted with all the force of which 
flae was miftrefe ; fhe flirieked with the 
trtmoft energy, and finding that iii vain, 
Ihe fell oil her knees, and begged him 
to ipare an innocent creature, who would ' 
be ruined by his pei^fifting. Her ftip-' 
plications would have meked any one 
bu§ a praftifed raviflier^ a wretch born 
to be the fcourge c^ beauty, and the 
betrayer of innocence* He paid no re- 
gard to hef tears, but fnatching: her fucj- 
denly in his arms, threw her .upon- thi? 
ftoor, 4nd was about •to perpetrate his 
purpofe, when Ihe fainted away, and* 
the blood ran frpm her no(e: me had 
received a thruft by his . etbow in his 
h& fthiggles with her^- whieh dcc^ned' 
her ^nmg ; aiid- tke defperat^ iSsSI ftic. 
had upon the floor produced to efffifi^ 
66mA«rnofe. Hcc 


FANNY SEYMOUR. ^ 

Her fhrieks and agonies alarmed s 
gendeman who was x:oming down ftairs : 
he made an effort to burft into the roociH 
wldch the raviOier ob&rving, by a door 
wluch led into the next ^artment^ 
efo^ed unobfenred. 

We have already taken notice thac 
Czfi. Seynnour came from die play,. in 
company with a courtezan, and had re*' 
tired with her to a houfe of intrigue^ 
He was the gendeman, who, alarmed* 
vith the fhrieks of a female voice, hadge- 
neroiity enough to attempt her deliverance. 
He at laft burft open the door ; but whac 
was his amazement, when he faw^ ex- 
tended upon the floor, a young lady. 
weltering in bkxxl, her hair diibeveiled, 
and all the marks of diftradion and vio*- 
lence about her ! As he was a nun of 
the moft tender di^Iition, he was ftruck 
with this af^afance of diftrefs •, but 
taking, her ia his aoim, what was- his 
aftcmifhment, when he found the- poor 
fttffering ii^red beauty to be no other « 
than Qiarlotte ! He had fcar^e power t6:< 
uie die proper means of her recovery^ fo^ 
io^atieiit was he to kno4^ tfap particulars 
of the evenr^-«-As foon a& {\:ifvf^€»ret^ 
fo as ISO be able to ipeak, orvtattfevuddoe^ 
of thofe about her^ 0ie-fdlt in^ier'turny 
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the ftrongeft aftoniftimcnt, to'^obferve 
him who fupportcd her . with his arms, 
and felicitous for her, to be Capt. Sey- 
mour 1 She was covered with an inex- 
prcffible confufion ; ' her tongue faul- 
tered, and her eyes confeiled her agi- 
tation. 

. It is but natural to fuppofe, that Char- 
lotte, who owed her deliverance to Capt. 
Seymour from the bands of a raviihcr, 
would nlake him the confidant of her 
ftory. She told him, that Mr. Hewit 
engaged to introduce her tjiat night to 
the manager of one of the houfes, for 
his approbation <rf her theatrical requi- 
lites ; that he loon took his leave aftpr 
t;he manager came ; and that it was by 
him he called the manager, ftie had been 
thus abufcd. Seymour, as we have ob- 
ferved, had a high opinion of Hewit's 
honcfty, but now it was fomewhat Icf- 
fened : he knew there muft have \ been a 
fcheme of villainy, or he wovdd not have 
brought her to that houfe of intrigue ;• 
and be was too penetrating not to know, 
that the pretended manager muft have 
been fome great man, who had hired 
l^ewit, as a pander of his pleafures, to 
proftitute this young lady to his em- 
braces. . Of the truth of this Capt. Sey- 
mour 
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mouf was perfuadcd, but he was at p 
fcnt under the grcateft dilemma. 

The night was already far (pent, z 
the alarm of Charlotte's abfence from 1 
lodgings he knew would be of the wc 
confequence ; and going home with 1 
at fo unfealbnable an hour, would rati 
increafe than diminifh the fufpici 
againft her honour, as well as raife l 
jealoufy of Mifs Wafp, who could not 
ib dull as not to- be moved upon tl 
occafibni He refolved to continue wh 
he was all night ; and as it would hi 
been in vain to have follicited Charlo 
CO take any reft in a houfe, which 1 
now believed infamous, he fat up w 
her •, and though aa ill-natured reac 
may reckon this ftep of Charlotte's 
imprudent one, yet as at prefent th< 
appears no means by which it could 
Avoided, without incurring greater d2 
ger, flie ought to ftand acquitted frc 
any imputation arifing from that circui 
ftance. This adventure, no doubt, cc 
firmed her good opinicJri of Capt. Se 
mour ; (he owed him now the warm 
gratitude j (he could no longer cfttertJ 
fufpicions to his difadvantage ; aflwi I 
heart began to plead his caufe in ^ ttis\ 
ner which lovers to their cxperiei^ 
know, is irrefiftible, 

F C H A 


-^ ' r , 


98 THE HISTORY OF- 


^J(^^i}^\ 


^(^i 


CHAP. XVII. 
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H E confufion which Charlotte's 
_ abfence occafioned to Mrs. Banks 
was inexprefliblc ; fhe was afraid of her 
having been betrayed, or, by fome. un- 
happy accident, murdered. Charlotte's 
appearance in the morning, reftored her 
^ain to new life, and fhe heard her re- 
lation with aftoniftimcnt and thankful- 
nefs. But Mrs. Banks, who was a woman 
of an unfufpefting temper, imagined 
other people to be as innocent in their 
difpofitions as herfelf She committed 
upon this occafion one blunder, which 
proved to poor Charlotte, of the worft 
confcquence. She told the whole ftory 
to Mifs Wafp, who heard it in a diffe- 
rent frame frOm what fhe ufed to be in, 
tvhen any circumftance of Charlotte's 
diftrefs was related to her. While Mrs. . 
Banks blefled Capt. Seymour a thoufaod 
times for his gcnerofity and honour, Mife 

Wafp 
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"Wafp curfcd him in her heart, and heard 
the ftory with indignation. She was now 
confirmed that Capt. Seymour loved her, 
and was refolved to eftedt her ruin for 
this very reafon. 

She began now to difcover the caufc 
of his having repeated his vifits fo fre- 
quently of late i and her pride and jea- 
loufy fummoned all her efforts to be re- 
venged, not on Seymour, for Ilie loved 
him, but on her who had charms to cap- 
tivate him, and who was no otherwife . 
guilty than as being too pleafing in Sey- 
mour's eyes. How juflJy is faid of the 
fcr fex in general, that 

Greatly unfortunate, tKeir fate is fiich, 

They pleafe too litda, or they pleafe too much; 

How many a lady has brought mifery 

upon herfelf by difplaying too naany 

charms •, and how many have thought 

themfelves miferable becaufe they had np 

charms to difplay ! 

But while thefe. mifcliiefs are concerting 

to fall upcfn Charlotte, it will not be 

amifs to turn our attention a^ little;^ 

Capt. Seymour. He was refolved to "fe^ » 

crifice Hewit to his refentmcnt, as fooh; 

as he could find him, which he had ^r' 

F 2 4^^votircd:. 
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deavoured, for fome time, to do in vaJn. 
But while he was fearching for this vil- 
lain, an accident made him acquainted 
with the fpring which fet him going. 

He had called at a tavern in Parliament^ 
ftreeti where men of falhion often dine, 
and made one amongft them that day. 
There were at the table three young lords, 
fome private gentlemen of fortune^ and 
officers in the army. Among the reft 
was lord Flutter, long renowned for his 
aichievements in gallantry. 

While theglafs was going round, after 
dinner, lord Flutter, who never failed to 
boaft of hijs amours, began to relate fome 
of them ; and finding they entertained 
the company, he was extremely briUiaiit 

upon his favourite tppicks. " I had^ 

fays he, t'other night, one of the 
ftrangeft affairs upon my hand, which 
^^ ^ave me a deal of trouble, and was 
'* not: at laft fuccefsful. A wench 
'' whom I niet at Mrs. L -s, under 
the chara6ter of a theatrical manager, 
difappointed me ; Ihe was very hand- 
'* fome, and intended to go upon the 
^^ flage.** His Iprdfhip had faid enough 
CO rouie the fury of Seymour -, who, 
[tatting from the table, inftantly drew 
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his fword, and calling upon lord Flutter, 
demanded fatisfaftion for his villainy ! 

his horrid intention ! This behaviour 
alarmed all who were prefent. Thofe 
who had a tendernefs for Seymour, en- 
deavoured to reftrain his fiiry ; he was 
at laft prevailed upon to put up his 
fword ; and in prefence of the company 
gave his lordlhip a challenge to fight him 
next morning. This would have been 
defeated by his brother-officers, who in- 
tended to have had him put under an 
arreft, and fo have prevented the duet 
Seymour was a little compofed, when the 
appearance of Hewit, who now entered 
the room, roufed Jbim to frefli diftraftion . 
He hewed upon him the deferred epi- 
thets or villain, a bafe betrayer, ana a 
murtherer of innocence. He drew hrs 
fword, and fuddenly poifttcd it to his 
breafl:, which Hcwit obferving> with 
amazement, ftood on his defence i^ai^ 
after a pafs or two, Seymour tun hirii 
^through the body ; ' and as he imagined, 
by killing He wit, ,he had performed m 
aft of merit, though he might ha\^ 
efcaped, he did not attempt it : Ht.di^- 
livercd himfelf to a magiftrate ; .wd^ as 
no bail can be taken for murder,; fee. very 
chearfuUy fubmitted to gp to priio^, there 
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to femaun till tried by the laws of 'his 
country, which in this cafe muft be ef- 
fe<9tive againft his life. In this fituation, 
ia this fudden rcverfe of fortune, we 
Ihall leave Seymour, and attend a little to 
fome incidents which befel Charlotte* 


CHAP. XVIII. 


MISS Wafp, who now perfedly 
hated Charlotte, fet all her en* 
gines at work to procure her ruin. She 
.called upon Mrs. Mills,* the woman in 
whofe houfe they were lodged, arid 
aflced her if Charlotte was in her debt^j 
and the old gentlewoman, who imagined 
-Mifs Wafp was going to difchargeit, frank* 
ly told her how much was due from Char* 
lotte, " She muft leave your houfe in a 
^* week, continues Mifs Wafp, or other- 
** wife I muft quit it ; I'll not dwell un»- 
*• der the fame roof with fo odious a crea* 
** turc." Mrs. Mills was a little furprized 
at this fudden alteration in Mifs Wafp^s 
bcliaviour 5 but as flie was governed by 

no 
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no other motive but that of intereft, 
agreed to Mifs's propofal ; and in a v 
fevere manner told Charlotte to quit 
lodgijigs, and pay the arrears. This i 
expefted demand threw her into a lii 
confufion -, but recoUefting ftie hac 
fifty pound note by her, Ihe recove 
her fpirits. 1 his note was g|M|^terj 
Hewit, as the intended price^HLbrN 
tue, and of which ftie had, thfrogh 
advertency, . or flutter of fpirits, n 
leded to inform Mrs. Banks. *She 
bated with herfelf whether (he Iho 
now inform her ; and confidering h 
every light, Ihe thought proper not 
do it, as it would perhaps raife in t 
lady's mind fome fufoicions that (he i 
received the note, if^ not in con(eque 
of a favour, at ieaft for the prom'ife 
granting one, and might leStn her 
Mrs. Banks's efteem. As (he was 
(blved however to take leave of jN 
Mills, flie went out the next day, in 
der to get the note changed at the Ban 
While Charlotte was paffing along 
Paul's Church-yard, (he was aCcofted 
a young gehtleman, named Willia 
whom ihe had not for fome tirrte ft 
"*< • O, Mifs Granville, fays he, I atnpr 
*' of this interview •, I thoi;ight J • m 
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fhould again have had this pleafure i 
** fure you have been out of the world 
** this great while." — 

Mr. William^ fell acquainted with this 
lady while Ihe was at the laft boarding- 
fchool -, he loved her, and even then 
courted her. She had a favourable opi- 
nion of hiip, and was not difplealed at 
the accident which brought them toge-f 
thcr.r^" My depr NjLife .Granviile, wher^ 
" are you going ? Whe^^j and where 
*• can i fee yqu ? for I ftif^U now bp 
*' n^ore i«ip^ient thagey^r tovifityou.*^ 
She told hii?3 ihe yas gofng to the B^ank 
^bout f(Mnc bufipjefs. *" The Bank I f^ 
^^ fair a xrre^ture dp b\t&fic& at the Bank i 
** fays he ^ beficjes^ It is now fhut up, 
•" and will npt be opened *til| three in 
^* the afrernpoH, ■ . ■ ■ . ' You have rrot 
*' dined ?" X^ thi? Jajt queftion ihe an^ 
fwered in the negative j when JA^. WiU 
Jiams preflcd Ijer to p^take of a c6Hatioi| 
at a taverr> in Cheapfide, whiph he in-«- 
treated with a foUcitude not to be refift- 
cd. When they came to the tavern, 
thp converfation turned upon the littlf 
incidents of their tender age, which each 
of them remembered : they paifed thp 
hour with the moft innocenp qonver* 
fatioH« 

After 
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After dinner Mifs Granville (for (he 
concealed the change of her name) toU 
Mp. Williams what her buGnefs at the 
Bank was, which he offered to execute 
for her, and return immediately. To 
this our fair unfortunate could fee no ob* 
jeftion *, for (he had a firm reliance on 
the honour of Mn Williams. She gave 
him the note.; and he then for a few 
minutes took his leave : but how was 
Ihe furprized .when thefe few minute* 
were extended to half an hour. She 
waited another half hour, he did not ap- 
ar i another, another, and another, and 
ill there was no account of him. She 
was now in the mod deplorable diftrefs, 
(he began to think her money was gone, 
that Williams had betrayed her 5 apd 
her diftrefs was heightened by the em- 
barraffment which her being in a tavern 
expofed her to : (he knew not how to 
difcharge the reckoning, and dreaded ill 
treatment from the people of the houfe. 
She was at laft obliged to tell tlie land- 
lord, that the gentleman who dined 'v/'xtU 
her, had gone out to the Bank, to change 
a note, and had not thought proper to . 
return, which rendered it impoflible for 
her to difcharge her reckoning : to this 
tl|e landlord paid no regard,, and told her ' 

F 5 bJuntiy 
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bluntly he did not believe a word of it, 
and infifted upon having his money in-^ 
ftantly, Charlotte replied, it was impoC- 
fible, for fhe conld not pay when Ihe had 
no money. " Not pay ! fays he, you arc 
*' a ftrumpet, one of thofe huflies about 
•' town, that live upon bilking honefl: 
*' men : you deferve to go to Bridewell, 
and ril fend you there, you impudent 

w ." He fpoke thefe words in a 

terrifying voice, and ringing the bdl, 
ordered one of the waiters to call a con- 
ftable. Charlotte was now ready to faint 
away ; this infult, this dread of being 
fent to a houfe of infamy, afFefted her 
more than the lols of her money % and' 
burfting into tears, (he cried our, in the 
moft affefting voice, " O that I had not 
*^ met Mr. Williams ! What an unhappy 
** wretch am I !" Thefe words, uttered 
in the moft piercing accent, alarmed a 
young gentleman, who was running 
down ftairs ; he entered the room, and 
no fboner Threw his eyes on Charlotte, 
and beheld her fovely in diftrefs, than 
his foul was melted with compaQion. He- 
enquired of the landlord the^ caufe of this 
difturbance •, he anfwered in the rougheft 
manner, ** That vile woman there, had 
** dined in liis houfe with a fellow (he 

** called 
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called Williams, who* had * fun away 
from her, and that fhe could not pay 
^' her reckoning .; but, fays he, I'll take 
*5 care. Ihe fhall play no more fuch tricks : 
'' I have fent for a conftable, and will 
^' have her committed to Bridewell.'* 
*' Sent to Bridewell ! fays the young gen- 
'^ tleman 5 no, Sir, fhe fhall not go to 
*' Bridewell ; and if you dare to infulc 
her any more, by all that's facrcti, 
I'll make you repent it. Here, fel- 
low, take your reckoning ; and then 
*' put a guinea into his hand.'* I'hc? 
landlord, who was a coward, and one ot 
the moft delpicable wretches that ever 
was dignified by the name of a common 
council-man, was now appealed •, he took 
hi3 ;money, and then c^arTged his note, 
bowed and cringed, ,$ind. begged the lady 
9, thoufand pardons 5 lie did not mean to 
be rude, but .people muft have their 
money. ■■■ ^^ Hold, fays the young gen - 
" tleman, not a word more, or I'll make 
** you repent your infolent language.'* 
Xhe landlord returned.an impertinent an-. 
fwer to this, .upon which the gen|Jl^»ai|u 
knocked him down, and called updP^^s: 
fervants to take care of him : he t^^. 
paid his compliments to the .lady in -^[p^. 
civileft ;nanner, and offered to f^^/li^i:; 
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home, which oMiging offer (he thought 
proper to refufe ; but in the politeft 
manner thanked him for his extraordi* 
nary civility, and generous a(5t of kind* 
nefs he had fhewn her. 

Charlotte went home ; and if the rea- 
der is anxious to know whether Williams 
was, or was not a villain, he muit awhile 
fufpend his curiolity^ till he is acquainted 
with fome more particulars of Charlotte* 


CHAP. XIX. 

UNDER the ^eatcft deje<5Hoft of 
I'pirits did Charlotte return home i 
Sie began now to confider herfelf a« 
doomed to be unhappy -, and a melan- 
choly which approaches todefpair took 
poflefTion of her mind. In thi$ idtuatioa 
me communicated the dilemma (he was! 
in to Mrs. Banks,* who was then unable 
to aflift her with money, but offered to 
interpofe her credit with Mrs. MiUs^- 
who, trpoft holding a confultation with^ 
Mifs Wafp, refufed to accept it ; and 
the wicked jezebel tookoiit'a writ, and 

had 
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hnd it ien^d ttgaiaft her ; und our youn 
hiy was feised upon by the barb^rou 
handa of licenfed ruffians, who Ih 
upon the fle(b and blood of the m 
ceffitous. 

Without the leaft ceremony, the 

dragged her from the arms of Mr 

Banks, who parted from her with a foi 

mw which refembles thait of a fond mc 

ther, when Ihc takes her laft look of 

favourite fbn, whom inclination or nc 

ceffity induces to take a k>ng farewel 

Mrs. Banks had in her nature the utmoi 

humanity ; and as flie loved our heroine 

widii a motherly affection, fbe was upoi 

this occafici$L drowned in tears. She fa^ 

the ruffians force her into a coach, 'an< 

would herfclf have attended her, bu 

that they abfolutely refufcd to permii 

her.-rrBefi?re the coach had driven as fai 

as. the place of conflnemem:, (to whicl 

they intended to carry her) it by an ac- 

ddent broke down, and produced nc 

fmall alarm to the fair prifoner, who wan 

now the prey cf two barbarous fellowa 

This circumftance afferabled a numbei 

tf people, - whp, upon fiicK occafions, 

ufually gaze upon thofe who have ^thc 

misfprtune^ to meet with accidents d 

this kini - *• - - - ' 
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The two ruffians &eppii& out of the 
coach, and dragged out their bcsmceofus 
charge with a ferocity and violence thac 
ibon convinced the mob, that ihe was 
fubjefted to their power. — The mob ne- 
ver fail to be the enemies of people of 
this profeflion, and began to treat them 
with a freedom, which intimated that 
their attempt to carry off their prilbner 
would be in vain. They called another 
coach, endeavoured to pulh her into 
it, and laid their rough hands upon the 
moft delicate excellence that nature ever 
formed. 

While thefe things were tranfafting, a 
gentleman came by, who enquired into 
the caufe of the difturbance, and finding 
* that a young lady was likely to fall into 
the hands of two bailiffs, was fenfibly 
touched with her misfortune ; but felt 
more than tendernefs when he looked at 
the fuffering objeft. 

A perfon acquainted with the ways of 
the town, and who had converfed much 
in familiar life, would have improved tliis 
opportunity, of making an efcape from 
the hands of the bailiffs, but Charlotte 
was -quite ignorant of thefe things I and 
befides was lb overcome with terror,, by 
means of her dangerous fituation, that. 
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flie was incapable even of reflefting upo* 
what had pafled. She was carried into a 
tayern, fupported by two men, and was 
really thrown into a ftate of inlenfibility. 
During this time, the bailiffs had dis- 
patched proper perfons, to call in more 
of their own profeffion to aflift them, irt 
cafe a delperate refiftance Ihould be 
made in favour of the young lady. Whert 
their reinforcement came, they made 
an attempt to fccure her, in the weak 
condition in which Ihe then was ; but the 
gentleman, who had efpoufed herintereft, 
fwore, whoever ftiould attempt to feize 
her Ihould feel his immediate vengeance. 
The gentleman uttering thefc laft words 
in a refolute tone, and having his fword 
in his hand, deterred them from making * 
any approach : and as the people, whomf 
curiofity had drawn into the tavern where 
the young lady was, were much in- 
terefted in her favour, by means of her 
amiable perlbn, which is fo fingular ai> 
advantage, that it procures both friends 
and admirers when no other quality is 
able to aftrad them ; fo they afllfted to 
repel the officers of law, and at laft thruft- 
them out of the room. In the mean 
time, the gentleman (whom the reader- 
iluU know under the name oflJUgbj^) 

prdpofeH 
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propofed in that interval of peace, a 
chair ihould be ca^ed, and that the lady 
ihould make her efcape by^a private paf- 
fage from the tavern, in order to avoid 
being cxpofcd to any further tumult. 
He offered to condudl her home, and 
to warrant her fecurity while fhe was un- 
der his protedion. As foon as he men- 
tioned the word Home, fhe laboured un- 
der an inexpreifible confufion. Alas ! 
ihe had no home, but where danger and 
diftrefs waited •, and where to betajce her 
ihe knew not, as her neceffitous circum- 
ftances were fuch, that ihe could no 
where find an afylum where her honour 
was fecure ; but as Ihe, of all things, 
dreaded the thoughts of a gaol, fhe re- 
£>lved to rifk any thing rather than ftay 
where fbe was. She remembered that a 
young lady, with whom ihe had con- 
trafted the greateil intimacy, while at the 
boarding-ichool, was lately married to a 
wealthy merchant of the city of London, 
and there ihe defired to be carried, in 
hopes of meeting a kind reception from 
her ; and as flic reiblved immediately to 
acquaint Mrs. Banks with what had hap- 
pened, who ihe doubted not would pro- 
vide fome means for her fafety, ihe con- 
fidered this as the beit expedient. 

To 
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To: this houfe Mn Dlgby ^oompaaied 
her, and w^ HQt a little iurpri;sed9 to find 
f hat the mailer of it was his intimate ac«- 
quaintance, aad that he had known tj^ic 
My, on wh^m oijir heroine relied, ever 
fince her marriage, 

Xhey arrived at the houfe 5 and Mrau 
Durre} iiaamediately:, upon hearing there 
W^ cpi^p^y, made her app^rance. She 
at firfl: ie^iQfed not to know our beaute# 
0U6 fu#ref ; and piat on an W* cf fuch 
i^ftincd iiippriorify; ^ wias fofiicient to 
)ia>re f^Q^kfyi 4ny Qi>^ ^ thfi leait 4e}ir 
my. Cfc^rlptte recalled foch ^inc<in> 
^m^9 fo her memory, 9^ ihe could no 
loiter hayic any double <^ her preten^ 

fipft§ 5' l)iut ilie» fh^ plight oar ypwig 

lady appeared in, the terror that was m 
her J^Qok^, tod hjer i^eing accompanied 
by Mr- Pigby, carried m them fo much 
fiiyftery^ i^uih^ could fcarcc believe icr 
p:eJatioij, 

Mr. Digby communicated the whole 
gffair 9f hk Tislcviiag her from the haads 
f^ cvP bailiffs, and informed Mrs. Durrel 
fte dajig^ he w^s cKpofed to in doing 
it. This hint was fufftcient to raife the 
^U^i©flty of the merchant's wife, who 
^^ the firft Qpportifnity, as fgon as ouc 
yeuAg U4y hftd compofed h^r fpirits, of 

hearing 
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hearing fbtiie. account of the incidents 
which introduced her to that diftrefs. 
But before fhe fatisfied Mrs. DurrePs 
curiofity, fhe begged leave to write ta 
Mrs, Banks a ftiort letter, which (he de- 
livered to a footman, to put into the 
penny-poft. This letter contained a brief 
detail of her laft adventure, and an en- 
treaty for Mrs. Banks to come and fee 
her at the houfe of Mr. Durrel. 

Charlotte's fpirits being quite fpent 
with fatigue, fhe bcjgged leave, as foon as 
fupper was over, to retire to reft ; and 
as Mrs. Durrel's behaviour began to be 
a little more affable, fhe felt great peace 
of mind, in the thoughts of being fafe, 
and refcued from the paws of two cruel 
deyourers. 

In the morning fhe impatiently waited 
the vifit of Mrs. Banks, but was told it 
was not pofTible the letter could reach her 
fo foon ; fhe compofed herfelf therefore 
till the afternoon, when ftill fhe did not 
appear ; and fhe now entertained fome 
jealoufy that Mrs. Banks had forfaken her 
in her diftrefs, and that confideration 
much afFefted her. 

In the evening, Mrs. Durrel, who had 
given her repeated affurances of kind- 
nefs, invited her to go to a. private af- 

fembly -^ 


FANNY SEYMOUR, nj 

fembly ; which, however, fhe would by 
no means confent to, as fhe knew her* 
•fclf unfurnifhed with aneceflary appear- 
ance ; and had befides a heart too little 
at eafe to have any enjoyment at a party 
ofpleafure. Her rcfufal determined31rs. 
Durrel, who was really a very compaf- 
fionate lady, not to go out, and from ci- 
vility gave our heroine her company, 

Mr. Durrel, the merchant, was one of 
thofe heavy mortals on whom no diftrels 
could make impreflion, no beauty charm, 
nor any delicacy allure. He heard the 
ftory of our heroine with the moft fupei;- 
lative. indifference, nor gave himfelf any 
trouble about her : he was not indeed 
rude ; but then as he was far from com- 
plaifant, a perfon accuftomed to good 
manners could fcarcc help hating him for 
his unfeeling and ungenteel behaviouR. 
His chief paflion was money, and hijs 
foul was as fordid as his underftanding 
narrow. 
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CHAP. XX. 


MR. Digby, 'whofe compaflkm ex- 
cited nim to interfere in the refcue 
erf" OUT heroine from the vultures wlio 
had laid their cruel hands upon her, had 
received the next day a fetter, which 
cotmnanded his immediate departure from 
England, to -which lie was under an al> 
fokrte neceffity to yield obedience* From 
what he could learn of Charlotte, he 
found her a young lady expofed to nc- 
ceffities ; sand as her perfon was (6 rery 
advantageous, he thought this opportu- 
nity was ilot to be flipt, of making love 
to her. 

Another day had elapfed in painful 
anxiety, without the appearance of Mrs* 
Banks, which fo extremely Ihocked Char- 
lotte, that this ftate of fuipence concern- 
ing the fidelity of her friend, was more 
uneafy to her than almoit any fituation 
flie could be thrown into. Sometimes 
ihe began to think that her enemies had 

won 


FANNY SEYMOUR, uf 

won Mrs* Banks over to thdr intereft ; 
and in order that (he might be the more 
di&rei&d^ prevailed apon that lady not 
to affift her eithec-^thl advicdf or jnoney. 
At odier tim^ flse reproached herfelf for 
harbouring^ fo mean a fu^icion, and was 
difpofed to think that her letter had mif- 
cattied, or had been qrnied by fome 
perfon in the houfe, who might fufoe£b 
its; coming firom herfelf, and have kept 
it up from- Mrs. Banks. She was under 
thefo agitations when a footman told her, . 
that a young woman from Mrs. Banks 
wanted to fpeak with her. . It is eafy to 
imagine the pleafune that this report 
gave her ; fhe flew to the door, and im- 
nicdiatcly went into a room with the 
young woman, who told her, that Mrs. 
Banks was at a houfe in the neighbour- 
hood, where flie waited to fee her, and 
defired (he might come, immediately. 
When Charlotte aflced the maid the rea- 
ibn thaf Mrs« Banks did not come to 
Mrs. Durrel*s ? fhe made anfwer, "that 
Mrs. Banks bad toW her, that Ihe had- 
l^en once acauainted with. Mr. Durrel,, 
that there had been, a quarrel between : 
^hem, though perhaps he had now for*, 
got it ; but that fhe was afraid if they 
&ould meet, it would renew it again,.> 

and' 
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and depriyeJier of what advantage might 
arife from . his wife's friendfliip/* This 
fenfible anfwer wa^ fatisfaftory to Char- 
lotte, who took her leave of Mrs. Durrel 
for a fhort time, and accompanied the 
mjud to the houfe, where Mrs. Banks 
was faid to be. 

' When Ihe entered the houfe, which 
was that of a tradcfman, feemingly in 
tolerable circumftances, a little boy in 
livery, who faw her, as fhe was ftepping 
tip ftairs, fuddenly flopped her, and 
whilpered to this effeft : " Madam, you 
*' are betrayed." The poor lady ftarted, 
but fhe had not time to recover, till fhe 
found herfelf in a room elegantly fur- 
iiilhed. She threw hfcrfelf into an eafy 
chair, and was wiping a tear from her 
eye, while fhe uttered the name of Mrs. 
Banks, when ofafudden the door flew, 
open, and Mr. Digby appeared before 
her. His finding Charlotte in tears, at 
firft very fenfibly touched him ; for it is. 
certainly true, that a man may be com- 
paflionate in his temper, and yet have 
but little honour in his nature. A man 
may be moved when an objeft of diflrefs 
is placed before him, and yet may take * 
the firfl opportunity to feduce the wife 
of his friend, ruin his miftrefs, or fell 

1 his 
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his country; Nature has given to fome. 
a certain .quicknefs of fenfibility, which, 
is known by the name of tendeni efs, and 
yet may have implanted in them fuch a 
violent defire of pleafiire, that even this 
tendernels is loft, when pleafure is a par- 
ty, and all confiderations* human and di- 
vine fly before it. 

He at firft endeavoured to footh our 
weeping beauty •, for he* was not a little 
mafter of the arts of wheedling ; but hef 
found all his addrefs not fufficiently pow- 
erful. The firft words ihe fpoke to him, 
were, " O, Mr. Digby, why did you 
" refcue me from the hands of the of-. 
" ficers of juftice,' for juft they were 
" when compared to you, in order to 
" betray me to a greater calamity ! I 
*' trembled at the thoughts of confine-' 
" ment, but what were thofe thoughts 
" when compared to thefe which now 
" diftra6l me ! If you have any huma-~ 
*' nity or honour in you, let me return 
** to Mrs. Durrel's : do not take the 
** cruel advantage of my necefllties to- 
'' fuin me : did you but hear the ftory . 
'' of my fufferings, you would think I 
'! had already been fufficiently perfecuted ' 
** by fortune 'and by your fex."-?*- ** Do- 
** not blame me, my' angel, replied he* ; 
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** I am about to mak^ yx)u happy ; I 
** will marry you ; we fliall nfever part. 
*^ I am under a neceflity to' go now 
^ abroad t^ the Weft-Ixidies» to take 
*^ pofleffion of an aiiipie fortune which 
" is now devolved upon me. I cannot, 
*' nor will not go without you. You 
*' (hall be mine in the fitmefft T5ahds of 
** wedlock. I mean not' to feduce ybu ; 
" Heaven forbiJl ftiould ! But the velfel 
** on board which we ate to ehibafk, is 
*' to fail this afternoon;, ahd we muft 
** prefently go to it ; but, if you chufe 
** it, a ceremony fhall be' pcrfbrmed im- 
*' mediately.** 

^ The reader ^ay judge in what fitua- 
tkm the poor ' lady was in upon hearing 
thefe offers. Marry !— that had more 
terror than even captivity itfelf. She 
had not forgot Capt. Seymour, his dear 
iitiage rofe continually to her mind •, and 
Ihe would rather have fuffered death than 
have given her hand to another. But 
then to be dragged into flav^ry, to be 
taken by forc^ from thofe whom (he 
had reafon to believe loved hefy and who 
could not but cenfure her conduft, when- 
ever it Ihould be known in what fituarion 
flie went abroad, without enquiring whe- 
ther it was produced by violence !^ — — 

Another 
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Another confideratian fat heavy on her : 
flic was to be in the power or an amo- 
rous young gentleman, who might by 
force perpetrate his purpgfe, and that 
too in a place wliere all were interefted 
£) much in him, as not to dare to oppofe 
his defign. She knew her flirieks would 
be in vain, and her tears unavailing : 
that fhe might as well cry to the boi- 
&erous waves a$ to the iailors ; and that 
tears could never melt thofe who were ca- 
pable of committing fuch violence. 

While Ihe was overwhelmed with thefe 
thoughts, flie was carried into a coach, 
and continued almoin infenfible till fhfi 
found herfelf in the cabiri of a vefTel, 
where the fcene was entirely new to her. 
Surprize and terror^ like cverv other 
paffion, fubfide in time : the vefiel could 
tiot fail that afternoon, and fhe found her 
fpirits begin to return. She was told by 
mt foot-boy, who has been already mea- 
rioned, that his matter was juft gone 
a-fliore, but would return immediately: 
diis hint gave her new life ; fhe made anr 
attempt to have efcaped ; but the cap- , 
idXti ifi the veflfel, i^ithout ^ofe know- 
ledge it ti?a^ impofllble fti^ fliould cfcape, - 

liaa het 'tori^o^iy^ watchitd; ^ 
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> The foot-boy, whom our heroine had 

reaibn to believe was in her intereft, was 

the only perfon on whom flic could rely, 

having told her he was going a-ftiore, a 

thought came in her head, which (he 

immediately carried into execution. She 

Jiad already written to Mrs. Banks, and 

had now rcafbn to believe that the letter 

was intercepted by Mn DFgby, and was 

confequently under great urieafinefs, to 

think that good lady ftiould be diftreflcd 

on her account. She was now refolved 

to write to Capt. Seymour, as ftie knew 

tliat in this, emergency he was more likely 

to refcue her. She wrote to him in as 

concife terms as poffible, and intrufted 

the letter to the foot- boy. This boy, 

however low in his ftation, yet had fuch 

qualities, that we think it not beneath 

the dignity of our hiftory to give a fliort 

account of him. 

His father was a diftrefled clergyman, 
vho had given him a domeftic education, 
as much as his years would permit : he 
l^ad never enjoyed above 401. per Ann. 
and lived in a perpetual ftate of mifery 
and opprcflion. He died fuddenly, and 
Jeft his fon an orphan. The child was 
without friends or money, and in a fitua- 
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tion truly deplorable. Mr. Digby, who 
bad Ibme knowledge of him, took him 
into his protedion, as he found him to 
have an extraordinary acutenefs* He 
made him for fome time wear a livery, 
but was r^olved to compleat hi$ educa- 
tion as foon as his affairs were fettled. 

This boy had certainly the* mod amia- 
ble qualities ; he feems to have been born* 
with a* good heart: he had'learaed by. 
fome converfation which dropped from 
bis mafter at table, his defign againfl: 
this young lady, and he took the foft op- 
portunity to warn her of it. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


THE foot-boy was haftening aflioret 
in order to carry the letter, when 
he was furprized by his mafter, who 
came upon him while, he wai.j)utting it 
?ntb a concealed pocket jfor the greater, 
ie.curity.' He took it from him 5 and as 
kc fu^efted by whom it was writjteni he 
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examined the contents, and ftood per- 
fcdly aftonifhed : he could difcover by 
the letter that Capt^ Seymour loved our 
heroine, otherwife, upon fucb an occa- 
Bcn, Ihe would not have addrefled him. 
She had dropped fomc hints, that if ever 
his profeffions were fincere, — if he h^ct 
any tenderncfs for her, he would come 
and refcue her from the hands of a ra« 
vilhcr : ~ — that in a few hours, and 
fhe would be loft to him for ever. She 
acquainted him of the danger in which 
Ihe was, and entreated him to make no 
delay. 

Few pepplc are fo loft to honour as 
to be entirely without gratitude : Capt. 
Seymour was the cottfin of Mr.- DSgbj^ 
and owed him many obligations ; for 
while he lived in London, under the 
ciifpleafure of his fa^e;:, Capt. Seymour 
helped to "fupport ' him j and they had 
continued in the greateft intimacy. Ht 
Jlarted at ingratitude ; aad had Charlotte 
been a thoufand times more beautiful than' 
A)c was, he would not have prefomed to 
touch her, nor to caijy her oft. Capt. . 
Seymour he • knew was then in diftrefs,; 
cccafioned by an accident we have al* 
ready feen ; and to have betrayed hirn 
in fo tender a point as that of nis^ love,* 

would 
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jpouM have been adding vilify to vil- 
lainy ; and few are capable of fo com^ 

>.plicatf d iniquity^ 
'While he was under the influence qf 
thefe thoughts, he went to the lady and 
.told her^ that fince Ihe could not recon- 
cile her miad, neither to become his 

:wifc, nor to accompany }iim abroad, (hu 
fliouJd now be at liberty •, that he wouli 
Cfrder a boat to row her ailiore, and a 
^oach to carry Ijier to Mrs, Durrer$. 
This vncxptSltcd turn ia his refolutioh 
pot ^ littk iiirprized her \ ihe knew not 
to wliat caufe to impute it, but was £} 
dated with: joy, tlut Ihe thanked him ^ 
with as much complaifance as if he hai 

.jheea cof&rrii^ uoon her afu>&ilarf^ 
yplHy. He took nis J^ye of Ker with 
{beu;iing tendemejis, and thought proper 

.entinely to conceal the motives whiqh 

. indacpd hiaj to that' behaviour. He wp 

.certainly aflianaed/of what he had done!; 
and though he was really ignorant of the 
conne.ftion between our ybiiiog lady and 
fcis cquiin, yet he knew that as, . foon ^ 
Seymour ihould be f3eilored again to- Ki^ 
Mbiertv, and know th,is attempt^ lie would 
c^U nim t^ account for it, in ajHiaa- 
jfter that would hot he agreeable ; 
aad that he would find great, difficuity 
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to ccnviace him of the real truth of tlie 
circumftances. He was therefore in 
hopes, by concealing his motives from 
Charlotte, that it might efcape his know-. 
ledge, as he did not chufc to lofc fo va^ 
luable a friend, or to draw down the im- 
putation of ingratitude upon himfelf. 

Digby's charadter feems to have been 
of the mixed kind. That he intended! to 
have debauched oar heroine, appears to 
me abundantly clear, though he' did not 
care to do it by thofe violent means, to 
which a man of lefe delicacy would have 
had immediate rccourfe. He knew that 
the pleafurc of intriguing cannot be 
[teat, unlefs it be reciprocal ; and there- 
ore, as he imagined he had time enough 
to effeft it, he rather endeavoured: to fc- 
duce her ; firft to remove from her ftiind 
all terrors of guilt, .jnd then make an 
cafy tranfition to the etijoyment of her 
perlbn ; for when once the mind is cor- 
rcrpted, the body will quickly yield, and 
proftitution is not far off': which confi- 
deration has determined me to be of 
opinion, that to feduce by gentle and 
flow degrees is a greater crime than ta 
poffefs by violence. Guilt in the lalt 
cafe is only upon one fide ; in the for- 
tner, the guilt is mutual. But, if -he had 

thea 
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then no honour with rcfped to womcn^ 
wc find him not quite fo bad as to fc- 
duce the favourite of his friend -, he was 
not loft to gratitude : and though he 
may be Airly pronounced a bad man, he 
had not yet arrived at the laft ftages of 
corruption. 
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CHAR xxir. 


WHEN our young lady retuf ned 
to Mrs. Durrel's, (he was not a 
little perplexed in her mind^ how to be- 
have upon the eircumftance that had^ 
lately happened. She knew Mrs, Durref* 
iKrould enquire the caufe of her being {6 
long in returning ; and fhe likewife feared 
that if the triie one was aflignbd, thar 
that lady wouki entertain fulpicions of 
her. But, as Charlotte was above the 
fneannefs of diffimulation, ftie refolved 
at any rate to fpeak the truth. She 
told Mrs. Durrel all the circumftantes^ 
which had happened to herr fince ihe^eae 
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out Oft purpofe to meef: Mrs. Banker*. 
The lady heard them, but, as Charlotte 
had guefled, ihe heard them with fufpi- 
eion. " Surely, fays ihe, mifs,^ ther« 
muft he fome myftery in this affair T 
Mr. Digby is a man o£ reputation, he 
could not be guilty of fuch an aft o^ 
barbarity: you know how compaffion- 
ate he was in refcu.ing you from the 
" hands of tbofe who would have icar- 
*• ried you to jail^ and now to commit a 
** treachery, I know not how to believe 
*• it.*' She ended with a fignificaiit look, 
and faid, ^^ I ain ^.^aid dhe Isidnapping 
*• has been by confent." — — '« Content I 
•* (replies our young lady) and why could 
^ not I have continued with htm, if jf( 
^ had been by confent ? Ton cruelW 
^^ wrong me by fuppc^ing it ; nor would 
** you nave done fjy ii you were not 
••* willing to take the advantage of my 
•' diftrefs, to ufc me with fo much free-. 
" dom/* I'his laft fpeech, uttered in 
« fliarp tone, and which was certainty 
imprudent in Charlotte, provoked Mrs. 
Durrel j ilie made a very rude reply» in 
fo vehement a voice, that Mn Durrel^ 
who was in the next room, came in, and 
in his ufual furly manned demanded the 
caufe of their conteft, Mrs, Durrel, wh<;^ 

dreaded 
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dreaded her tyrant, told him what bad 
jpa^d; and &ndms an imputation was 
throia^n upon Mr. Digby, from whofc for- 
tune he cxpeftcd to advance his own, he- 
flew into a rage. " This creature here,. 
** accuie Mn Digby ! fays he j. a gentle-- 
^ man worth two thoufand. pounds a 
•* year! It ill becomes her.. I teU you,, 
^ madam, ( looking at his- wife ) you* 
*• ftiall harbour no fuch people about: 
•* you. Let the young woman ftiifc 
•* fomewheoe elfe, me (hall not be fliel- 
** ter^d in my iioufe : I will harbour no« 
^ Iqch idle people/* ** Stop^ fir, returns* 
^ Charlotte, give yourielr no trouble 
•* about me ; f Ihdl this minute take my^ 
•* kave. How barbaroufly muft thejf bc~ 
** trieated, who are undfer the preflurey 
^ oF fortune !*• Upon laying this, flie. 
lofe ft"om her feat^ and with: tears in %cr* 
eyes, gave a 12dute to Mrs. purrel, whp* 
diirl^ not, before her hxjft>axul^. return ip 
otbferwife fhan coldly. * 

Mrs. JDurrel; who was raefier petulant 
t'han ItAatured, a habit which (he had^ 
contraifteg by living, in an ^flociationfi 
where dilinter^ftcdnefsv eafihefs:* affkbilr- . 
ty artiti tf qe poiiteitefs are feUfom knowrii, 
.yas r^alljf gfif yed for v4ut ha6 himpeni' 
«L' -^Sh^ iSd mot' mean cc^havc imultedi 
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Charlotte; ftie only propoled her fcru- 
ples in a manner far from delicate* She 
followed her to the door, and on feeing 
the tears fwimming in her eyes, (he gave 
her a look of kind intention, for the ten- 
der fcenes of youth rofe to her mind, and 
flie really loved our beauteous fufFcrer j 
but flie durft not for the world defire her 
to return, nor could gain time enough to 
enquire where fhe was going, or to offer 
her any affiftance. 

She departed from Mr, DurrePs houie 
in as forlorn a fituation as can be imagia- 
cd. Her appearance, by means of the 
fatigue (he nad undergone, and not be- 
ing able to renew her drc/s, was now 
di&drantageous •, and perplexity and con- 
/ufion were painted on her brow. — ^She 
had now no refource but to go to Mrs* 
Banks, at the hated houfe which Mrs* 
Mrlls and Mifs Wa^ inhabited. Thither 
flie bent her courfe, wearied out with the 
oppreffions fee had undergone, want of 
'fleep, and^want of food -, for thefe few 
days paft flie had little or no appetite •- 
fhe felt herfelf extremely faint, and wai 
ready to drop down ^in the ftreet, and 
had it not in her power to ealj a coach i 
fuch was the fiiuatioa of her iSnances ^f 
thax time. ^ ' 
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- As (he came alaiig: Flcet-fthrct, Ihe 
caft her eye into 2 ftiop where chocolate 
and coffee, are iold cheap to poor people^ 
who occafionaUy pafs bjr^ and who arc 
not able to afford bet^r iiifteninee*. She 
&w fome of her owa iex fitting in ir, 
pretty clean^ and whofii ;^>pearance be- 
ipoke them modeib To this place Ihe 
tKnt, m Older to reft her fatigued limbs^ 
and take what refrefliment it itdbsded. 

She fat down full of gloomy apprchen- 
lions. She called for a dilh of chocolaccv 
and changed the lafl: fix-pence fhe had 
fhr the world, to pay for it. She was flfep*"^ 
ping out <rf the door, in order to conti- 
nue her' progrefs to Mrs. Banks's lodg- 
ing, when me found her* arin rudeljr 
iqueezed, by one who fecmed deligned- 
ly to affront her. She did not at firft re- 
coUeft his face, but he ibon intornied hen 
'who he was. — — ^ So, fays he, Hiadam,^ 
I have catched you at kfl, fcaS/e I if 
The dcyii {ksi\ not take you ^om. 9ier 
now. Conae, come aloag with n\e z 
•* What do you think I am to«pay youir 
debt for yoa? N(^ bj[ G^-d, ijor foif 
no body dfe That d— -d b— ~h^ 
" Mills, inOfted upon^ my .p^jring^ity be- 
caufc yon efcaped oQt.te^: kij^ hbi)4§, 
-—1 will now take a.co^h^f;^»?tll 
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*^ break doWA» and fecuve you fiiug/'-— 
She waft convinced from his feeedi, if 
file had not reinemhered bis focct diaft 
this felloiv was no other than the b^* 
US' who had before arrefted her ; and 
he. ibon let her feel it to her experience ; 
for without much ndfe he foroed her into 
ft coach, hurried her away to the Poultry-* 
Compter^ and had her tbruft amongfl the 
com tnoa debtors. 


imyim>s(3i^^ 


CHAP. XXIIL 


THIS event happened ib QiieiD»^ 
pe£tedl]|r and fe inftwtancoufly,^ 
t4iat tho* it was really a catamitous one,; 
ft did not (hock her fo much as it would 
have done upon another occalion. Her 
fnind was employed in forming gioomy^ 
Aotions of wh^ was to befal her ; «id 
jQie fometiiQes reBefied upon th6 behalf 
viour of Mr. Durrcl,* and the eicapc 
J^jE^Jiad made from Digby, that even, 
this gloomy jail appeared > not half fa 

t^riUe 
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tembte taher^ as befom (be had ima» 
^cd k would. She called for a gla& 
of water, and enquired if it woula be 
permitted her to write to a friend ; and 
upon her being, anfwered in the affirma* 
tive, bf a modeft-looking man, who 
fiopd near her, flie recoUe&ed her Ipi* 
fits, and writ a line to Mrs. Banks i 
but before the letter could pollibly reach. 
her, by means of the penny-poft, Mrs. 
Ba^ks was at the Compter *, for the fel- 
loW, iotmediaielf upon feci^riag otir 
yottng hdf , communicafied tl^ ai:cum- 
ftaoce.toMrs. MiUs, to prevent her ^m 
profec^iftg him. This new^ iwn <ai|M( 
to the ears of MSrs. BanJu^ who had fuf-» 
fered^itieiqpfeifiUe fism^^ic^ ever fiaoe 
ibe iieard « Chadbtt^s efe«M3. She^am^ 
with aU the htBut of wlwdb ue was c^)a- 
Ue( and^theLisnervdcva^^^^neesthemwi^f 
occeedcng tender and aie^g. CJw> 
Ibtte nlated ail that had isbfi^hoAi in her 
i^Ddci. and Mes. Amk^^gEM^ a detail 
of thofe fyftriogs Xhe undcfwtnt m het 
account. 

When chefe fsvrwm^ had Ai^iidec^ 
N&s. Banks, wfio was (hocked wich tho^ 
^txxnmefs of the place, made it hdf 
huimd's to^ procure a room on^ the bettejt 
fide qf the prifixi^^ and lor an QX(»f^bil^|: 
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}mcc had one afligned for our lovely pri^ 
oner, till her aflfairs could be fettled, of 
which Mrs. Banks had then a near pro^ 
^e(5h 


CHAP. XXIV^ 

1 

IT is cuftomary in that prifon for the 
company to vilit one another, and 
make their little parties at dinner, or tea, 
and by theie means alleviate the gloomy 
hours, which would otherwife be mtoler- 
4bk to thofe from ^^vhom fortune has 
tSstkeirtheineftimable bleffing ef liberty. 

The fecMd day of Charleue's being iir 
this jail, a lady who lodged in the next 
room, fent in her compliments, expreffingf 
a d^fire of drinking tea with her, and, if 
not difagreej^Ie, a gendeman^ would ac- 
company her. Charlotte, whohadfpent 
alnioil all the hours (he lud been in ther 
jail^' in die bittereft refleifHons, fuch as 
diftrefs produces, was glad to have her 
thoughts diverted for an hour from the 
melancholy with which (he found herfelf 
eppreilcd. She readily embraced the Qp»( 

porcunitj 
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* ■ « • 

portunity of receiving a vifit from the 
lady, whofe misfor(unes had thrown her 
into the lame fitQatfoh. 

There is no greater alleviation of 
mifery, than the refleftion that many arc 
fubjeft to it ; and that he who JTufFers^ 
does not fuffer alone. This alleviation 
proceeds not from any malevolent dilpo* 
fition towards thoie who fuffer with us, 
but from a fenfe of the wifdomr of Pro- 
vidence, which lb direds human afiairs, 
that no calamity is permitted to befal any 
perfoQ fingly, as ir h« were marked by 
Heaven as the objeft of vengeance, but 
ariiingfrom the nature of thmgs, and the 
rfghteous diibofition of events : and tho^ 
every calamity is to be deprecated, yet 
ncme ever were afflifted but fbrfome ex- 
-cellent purpofe, which the Author of Na* 
ture, who bcft knows what is fit for ur^ 
intends tofcrve by the qtlivers of diftrclk. 

The reader will pardon this rcfledioni 
as he has not throughout thcfe Memoirs 
been much troubled with them; the'6c» 
cafion of it is important, and tends to 
fortify the mind againfl pain. 

Ought not they who are depreffcd by 
poverty, to confidcr that many as- wor- 
thy as themfelves labour under the fame 
Tevcricies of iortune ? And whoever lao«i 
' '■ -' / ^ifhci^ 
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^ilhes ia a^ jail« {boijld T^e£ty that her^ 
IS one inftancc of oppreffion perhaps a$ 
pungent, as tliat whirh produced theif ' 
.confinement. Here is now within the 
walls of a prifon, a beauteous young in-- 
Bocent, purfiicd.by naiferies; wjio fieep^ 
to be bom for fuffering,-, .aad wJio^ with- 
out anj^ g>jilt of her*s, Jias been tof^'d bv 
the whirwind of 2ife« md expofed to all 
the rLgours of fecfet Rgpv and unpro^ 
Tokednmalevplencer 

, At four tfjcfedk^the lady^ in complianer 
withiier promiie, raid ,a vifit $o Char- 
iotce ; ana the ^nneman* whom Ihe 1^' 
jntntioned. would zdcom^Mf her, being; 
g, Kttle buiy,. did opt.a|ipeai: for half axi^ 
Jiour, 

ThcjjtHPO h^^ wiio were lEwnger?^ 
tn Qoe aAOtker, entered upon ^n«ra(t 
ccmverfation ^ md^ as tliece was no mu^ 
teal confidence^ ib nothing particularpc, 
or worc^ix relacilont pa0H hctw^^ ihem. 
A peiijpm. at; Jail locked at the dpoi^. 
jtbd CInirlotte went to e|2en it }. which ihe: 
no iboner had dpne,. than flie was ftruci;: 
i^echlefs,. with the llghit .of st man fbe 
Uttk e»peded to meet : ithere, and to- 
whom Jne owed her pt3E;fent diftrefs. 
This perfon was no other than Williams^, 
with whom^ the^ reader is already ac^ 
, quaintedi. 


"•"■■JWi?^"^ 


f 


FANNY SEYMOUR. tyj 

quaijited: his annizmcnt wa$ equally 
great) and diicovered itfelf by a dowa^ 
caft countenance^ and uicxprefllbJe coib- 
fufion. The firafige lady could not help 
being likewilp feized with wonder, and* 
wa$ no doubt curious to. know the cauie 
which produced thcfc emotiops. 

After the iirft ialutations were over, 
Mr. Williams (a little compofed) fat dowa 
to tea ; and the lady difcoverin^ an xxt^ 
jeafiaefs haiig upon them bQth^ imagined 
}mk]£ Slight be the capie^ a}id in con»- 
iequisnoe dT this coipe^urc, as loon as 
tea was over, polixew took her leaver 
when Wi}liani$ related to Charlptte wjiat 
the 4^der ^iU i^ xvkfxd^ i^ the iOeat 
cb^tjer. /* 


V 


"t ' i"! |"4""{ ' ' I ^'"1 i^" *t^' t ' f ' i '' I ' ' l" t ' i ' !i"l* 


CHAP. XXV. ) 

A i^'TER ipaoy apobmes^ and aya-c 
£\ i^ety of namdds aas of civility,, 
Mr. WiUiaou ihua addreffe^ bimfelf la 
Charlotte. 
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** My dear MHs GranviHc, I (houM 
** not wonder if you reproached me in 
'* the bittcreft manner^ for niy infidelity 
** to you, and a bafc breach of promifc. 
*^ Perhaps I am the caufe of this deplor- 
•* able ntuation in which you now are : 
*' perhaps it is owing to me that your 
" delicate nature is mocked by the con- 
" finement of a prifon. Thefc thoughts 
*• indeed diftra£k me : but if my dear Mifi 
•* Granville will permit me, I will endes* 
** vour to clear myfelf from the imputa- 
** tion of a villain, an epithet you had 
^^ too good reafon to fix upon me r I am 
•* indeed no viHain. Will you hear my 
** excuic ? I am perfuaded you will pardon 
*' me -, and if I am unfortunate, I bavt 
•* not willingly injured lb fweet a crca- 
** ture." Charlotte was touched with the 
concern with which fliefaw Mr. Wifliams 
agitated : fhe exprefled a curiofity to hear 
his relation, ^nd emboldened by her con- 
defcending affability, he proceeded 

" A few minutes after I left you, I 
«* was accofted by two fellows, wnb pro- 
^^ duced an authority to kizc my perton. 
••I remonftratcd with them, ana entreat-' 
•* ed the favour to return to the taverOt 
** which they confidering as n^rely e-va- 
*' five^ reftifed. I then endeavoured to 

cffca 
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" effk& by force, what they denied to 

" my fubtntillve foliiciution ; but this 

*'• reiiftance was dcfperatc*, they overcame 

*^ me, and carried me to a houfe of e)C- 

" tortion. The debt for which I was 

" arretted was zd. This I offered to 

" pay, that 1 might return to you and in* 

"form you of the whole tranfaftion: 

" but when the ruffians faw me pofleljEed 

" of a note for fifty pounds, one of them 

^* m^e information to another dl-editdf 

*^ of mine, who immediately took out a 

^* ireih action for double the fum. In 

^' this (ituation was I, about four hours 

" after I left you at the tavern* Shoi>lfl 

" you objedfc my prefoming to difchar^ 

" any part of my debt with your money^ 

^* as unwarrantable, I plead guilty to the 

" charge : but Heaven is my witnefe that 

**I intended the moment I recovered 

** my liberty, to have repaid you the 

" money, by application to a wortfajr 

" friend of mine^ who upon hearing the 

** ftory, woiild have advanced me thfe 

** fum : be would I am fure ; for hb 

"yefterday difcharged the debts ftfr 

*' which I am confined herc> • and I onfy 

"wait fome matters of form bein[ 

" finilhed. And, Mifs GrahviHe, I<h^] 

** never tafte Liberty, till you can -fh^re 

*<ii 
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*• it wkh mc. Whatever is the fum fw 
*^ which you arc prijpner, ftall be paid, 
*' or orherwife I will rcm^ with you^ 
*' and rather fuficr with the lady J have 
** injured, than bremhe the free air^ 
^* while any one by my means is Ub- 
" guifliing in a jail" lie had fcvce 
uttered tbefc worda, when Mr, Ed* 
wards, the gentleman of whom he 
had been fpeaking, ei^fier^dthc roofn^ 
he had called at Mi. W^X6vs»'^ ^^v^ 
metts, and being told wiicft he ^Wj te 
prefinnedtOidifturb h3i». 

The reader* as wcQl aa Char4ptttt «uit 
be furprized to jfind Mr. £dwat49 the 
fatne gentleoian wfae^ had J^ g^neimifiy 
retievod her at the tavern, and 9&^A the 
pare of a man of honour £ewar4$ her ia 
t^t perplexing dilemma* 

Mr. Edwarii had n^ ib(m<r recovered 
his furprize, than he began to congra* 
tuiate WiUiams upon his n^cy^ a^ce^icn 
of fortune^: " You arp nw^, £ayfi M^f* 
** Edwards, one of the h^ppi^ fli» 
^ I know. Your eld cnifl grandfather 
*^ is at M dead; a fear fortiatw? is de- 
** volved upon you ; and I wilh yatf 
*' a thoiufand times, all the jpy and bap- 
*' pin^s wfaiclb is the natural atteodaat 
* « ij^on fot ample a» pcovifion* And, detf 

*^ Charles^ 
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**Gharie!5, you ynH fed it the more, 
^ that you have lately experienced a little 
^' ojf tte bLctcr of life ; like thofe Who 
"hfave bcenj fick, the reftoration erf* 
" hedth is relifhcd with double farisfac^ 
"tion; and you can value affluence fo 
**tfiuch the more, as you have felt 
**mifeiy actftdy." 

As Mr. WSIiams's ftory is fomewhat 
fltigular, and not a little interefting, we 
fliaS without apolojgy prefcnt it to the 
Header. 


*)s(»3!ei5sl5mJC3C4^)sOsOs(»^^^ 


CHAP. iSDCVL 


1^ Tl E gfwdfkihcr bf Mr. Williams^ 
whi9^Mr. Edwards had mentioaf 
ed was juft dca4r bad li^i^d to a veiy 
<dd sigb\ h& liad. carried arms at the 
]ttv<>l|]tk>is enjoyed a poft under king 
Wiilianf)V '^nd being iisruraUy of an wzr 
ricidtr t^tnpei^ amafied a Tory eQn4* 
Sderable fomin«, ^^dddx fae. ^vory d$f 
imprc^ved. Hb fan^ tly^ fittha: tf Mil 
..'^ Williams^ 
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WiUiams, had married a lady, defcend* 
ed from a Scotch family, of very oppo- 
Cte principles to that of his own. The 
lady had many accomplifhments ; but 
(he w^anted that which was in the old 
man's eyes moft engaging^ viz a for- 
tune. He paid little regard to the 
diilindions of blood and family; he 
had been early taught that a man's \ic& 
friend is his money, and in compliance 
•^ith that leiibn, regulated his whole life. 
He was (o enraged at his fon's marrying 
in fo poor a family, that he abfolutely 
forbid him to come into his prefence, 
nor would contribute any thing towards 
the fupport of him* and his young wife. 
This refentment obliged his fon, who 
was bred to no employment, to live 
very miferably at the houfe of his father- 
in-law, a gentleman of a fmall eftate^ 
and one who ufed to] boaft, that his po« 
vcrty proceeded fcorfi his p? indpks^ and 
valuecl himfelf on his fteadinels to what 
he called the Good Caufe. 
• This father-in-law was etcmeSly pripach- 
ing up to his family the doArine of paifii^ 
obedience and non*refiftance, m which*as^ 
he was xortaiiily miftaken, fo it is: tQ<^ 
prefumed he was honeftly miftakeii^. for 
he had eoher by pr^udicc imbibed that. 

dodrinc* 


FANNY SEYMOUR. uj 

do6briney (contrary to common fenfe and 
reafon) or had been deluded by the, 
(bphiftry of fome cunning difputant« to 
believe a tenet which mocks all the 
perceptions of humanity. 

It nappened that the lady, to whom 
young Mr. Williams was married, inhe- 
rited from her father thefe odd notions 
of obedience ; and as ihe could per- 
fuade with double influence, and as Mr. 
Williams had not very bright parts, he 
was won over to the opinion of his 
wife and father-in-law. unluckily for 
him, much about that time, while he 
was living fervilcly dependent upon his 
father-in-law, a rebellion, in favour 
of the fon of an abdicated monarchy 
broke out in Scotland. The old man 
gave feveral hints to his fon-in-law, that 
n he was as young as fome people, his 
mafter fhould have an adl'rve fervant of 
him ; and nriihed' he had a thousand lives 
to lay down for his lake. Thefe hints 
Mr. Willi juns :was ^t no lofs to guefs. 
were glvea to him s and animated part- 
ly by ftiame, and partly by the def- 
perate prcuinftanc^rs in which he was, 
ae joined in the infurredion, under the 
eari of Derwentwater, and behaved in 
the, capacity of a volunteer tidier ixft^ 
proachkbly, ' ' ' ' ' It 
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• It happened that thr fide' he eSpovSti 
vrns the anfuccefsful one : he was taken 
^frifoner, and carried into one of his 

majeft]r*s jails, r As fcon as the re- 

•beUion had received a 6nt(hing blow 
hj the conduft of the duke of Argyk, 
and the government had leifure to con- 
fider the danger to which it was expo- 
fed, he was brought to his trial with 
many other prifoners, whom motives df 
the Cime nature had influenced to difturb 
the nation's peace. The confequetice 
was, he war caft for his fife, and had little 
hopes of obtaining the king's mercy. 
His father-in-law was not much concern- 
ed at this event ; he c^n envied him 
the honour of fuflfering in fo good a 
<:aure, and was not in the leaft fomcitous 
whether he died a violent death or nc?, 
Mrs. Williams^ it may be reafonablf 
fuppofedy was not fbeafy in her mind;. 
ihe loved het hufband; and however 
zealous fixe might be in the caofe, yet 
(ht did not care to make fo dear a ftcri- 
%c to it.^ Her diftrefs w^s heightened 
-i>y her being with child ; and however 
inconvenient, yet Ihe made the priibii 
iier habitation, and could not be prevailed 
»pon to quit that gloomy refidence^ 
While Mr. Wiffiams was inj^, cycrj 
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d»ay e3n>eftuig iiis majefty's warrant, 
wrote leveral letters. to his father, a 
other perfons of diftiitdbion. Hb 1 
ters to his £ither were extremely mc 
4ng, and would have melted any he 
'but his, who valuecl himfelf in his c 
itinacy ; and, like another Brutus, woi 
father £u:rifice his ion to the juftice of 
<ountnr» than by interpoling for hi 
make nun a monument of the. clemer 
^ his ibvereign. 

In the letters which young Willia 
wrote to other perfons, he valued hi 
ielf on the known loysdty of his fath 
and rcprcfented his de4>erate circu 
^bnces, as an alleviation of his crir 
They who received thefe letters wond 
«d that they had never been addref 
by his father on that head, and C( 
chided very naturally, that that fon m 
be a very great reprobate indeed, wh 
his own rather would not interpofe 
fave. He Y^as hourly in expcftation 
death, when a lady who wimed well 
the caufe, vifiting the prifon, was char 
«d with his perfon; fhe enquired 
name and family, and loft no time 
ibllicitins ^nd obtaining a patdon ; 1 
found afterwards, to her unfpcaka 

H V , mo 
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ortification, that the handfome prifoner 
IS a married man. 

After Williams had received his par- 
)n, he met with contempt from his fa- 
er-in-law, who delpifed him for his ab- 
51: fubmiffions, and petitionary letters ; 
id being worn out with the fatigues he 
id-undergone, and finding himielf more 
id more diftrefled, he fell into a con- 
mption, in which he languifhed fix 
onths, and died about three months 
ter he had been the father of this Mr. 
/illiams, whofe ftory I am*abdut to relate, 
[rs. Williams died foon after, and left 
*r foa. an orphan, in a very -early age. 
The old grandfather, who had conti- 
aed the perfecution of his fon till his 
;ath, was not yet hard-hearted enough 
► perpetuate his averfion in neglefting 
le infant : he took the child under his 
'otedtion ; and in order that he might 
:ver be tainted with diQoyal notions, he 
)mmanded him never to have any com- 
unication with his grandfather by the 
other's fide, or any of her relations, jr 
The particulars of Mr. WiUiamsH-'In- 
ncy are too minute to be recowied, and 
ould afibrd but little entertainment to 
le reader. 

About 
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About the age of eiglitcen, when h 

refided at the Ijoufe of his grandfather, i 

the country, ar match was propofed by 

neighbouring Whig gentleman, - betwee 

Mr, Williams, jun. ^nd his daughtei 

a young lady of much the fame yean 

Young Williams had no inclination fc 

matrimony in fo early a time of life -, an 

it was the opinion of his grandfather, th^ 

it had better be delayed for fome years 

and that he and the young lady's fathc 

Ihould enter into bonds, that the mate 

Ihould be confummated as foon as th 

young cotipk were of age; and, upo 

failure, a thoufand pounds ihould be fbi 

feited. Thefe- bonds were entered into 

and in order to cotnpieat the educatio 

of Williams^ he was fent to London, xhi 

he might add a knowledge of the worl 

to the advantages of his education. 

Curing the four yeara Williams refide 
in London, he was allowed three hundre 
per annum, to defray expences, and em 
ble him to keep what his grandfath« 
called good company* tie made fliift t 
fubfift about half a year on his three hur 
ditd pounds,' and" -Benton cffedit for th 
expences-bf the other. * 

Young WiHiams, it muft be awnec 

Was not a ipm cif tto led& oecoiiolxiy ; h 

:"..i Hz >- W2 
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was generous, bur that g^nerofity particl* 
pated of the nature of proftifion. He 
cared not at what expence he purchafed 
pleafure ; and he knew no bounds to tb« 
favours he granted to.the diftrefled* His 
prevailing paflipns were love and extrj* 
vagance •, he had the fcnfe of pity ftrohg-' 
ly implanted in him ; and with fqch a 
compofition frug^ty can never dwell 
A great failing of WilUamis's was. his un^ 
fteadinefs ; . what he 4Mimired t]o?diy, he 
thought of with coolmeia t^-morrQW ; and 
the pJeafure for which he would have 
mortgaged an inheritance this hour, he 
loathed the next j and was never knowji 
to eftimate the fame objects alike, for a 
week together -, and was conftant in no* 
thing but his friendfhipjs* With a miod 
thus addidted to roviag^i it is «ot to be 
fuppofcd that he remained long difen- 
gaged from the affairs pfgdlantry. 

Williams was of a communicative oj)cn 
temper^ he was prefently ^acquainted with 
any one he occafionaUy met with^ and he 
was feldom fcrupulous as to the charac- 
ters of thofe with whom he aflbciattd. 
Anw>ngft the i^ftof.his coffee-houfe and 
tavern-favourites was one Mufkerry, who 
;had a winjderful facility in xiifcwjrfci 
And a tx)mcHkn)ee iof thsiucing with 'Wil" 
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Hams : the moft violent intimacy was ccm- 
trafted between them, they were infe- 
parable, they took delight in the fame 
purfuits : they intrigued, drank, and 
gamed together. , Williams's purfe wa« 
open to Muikerry, and there was nothing 
in his power he would not have done to 
ferve hitn. 

Williams introduced Mu/kerry to the 
acquaintance of a young lady, to whom 
he made addrefies of paffion •, but, as he 
himfelf obfcrved, from no motives either 
of marrying or feducing her, but to gra- 
tify a violent inclination he had of 
making love to every handfome girl that 
came in his way. He was, in fliort, in 
this jMtrticular, a male coquette ; for tho* 
he never -courted any young lady ferioufly 
in his iifci yet fifty ladies have imagined 
hihfi deeply in love with them •, for he had 
a great fluency at compliments ; and wa& 
fo extremely fond of ttie company of the 
ladles, tjiat without njuch difVindion either 
of beauty or underftanding, he/ threw 
out his Uvifh encomiums ; and as he had 
the reputation of a man of part&, he has 
made more women proud, than ever re^ 
ligion with all its influence could teach to 
be humble, 

Williarii& was. in the twentieth year of 

Hi hi* 
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his age when he introduced this Mufkerry 
to the acquaintance of Mifs Flippant, 
whom he continued to vifit more fre- 
quently than he had ever done a female 
favourite before. 

One day when he called to drink tea 
he found her greatly indifpofed $ Ihe 
feenied to be loft in melancholy, and tears 
ran down her cheeks. .He was furprized 
to find her in this fituation, and very ten- 
derly enquired the caufe of it. She told 
him, weeping,. *' That (he did, not ex- 
*' pe£t fuch treatment from, him, to 
> ' whom ihe had always behaved with fo 
" much delicacy and civility." - 

Mifs Flippant, tho* a gay girl, was per- 
fcftly modeft ; fhe had a confcioufnefs of 
her charms, which excited her to fet them 
off .to the beft advantage, and obtained 
from Iier own fex the cenfure of being a 
coquette ; but notwithftanding this, me 
nfras a young lady of very great virtue, and 
good nature. 

Williams protefted he never had offered 
her an incivility in his life, wondered how 
flie could charge him with it, and profefled 
.the moft tender regard for her. — '* I fup- 
*^ pofe, fays Mifs Flippant, it was not 
*' without your knowledge that your 
•f' friend Mulkcrry ufed me witk fo 

** much 
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** much brutality not many nights ago." 
— " Brutality ! returned Williams j Muf- 
" kerry ufe you brutally !" " He did, - 
" he did, returned Mifs Flippant i he 
" could not have behaved more rudely, 
" had he been in company with the molb 
" abandon^ creature that ever difgraced 

" her lex." Upon her uttering thefe 

words, Williams was quite fliocked -, for 
he was . incapable of any thing that ap- 
proached to indecency in the company of 
women -.andhe had fb great atcndernefa 
for them, that he would not, to purchafc 
ever fo much advantage to himfelf, have 
uttered. one expreflion that might ihock 
the ears of virgin innocence. He pro- 
telled to Mifs Flippant, that he had not 
feen Muikerry thefe fix days, nor knew 
where he was •, that he never had given 
confcnt to any fuch abominable ufage ; 
and that, to fhew how much he abhorred 
Muikerry for it, tho' he had lived with 
with him in great intimacy for fome time 
paft, yet he would break with him, call 
him to account for the rudenefs of Ihs be- 
haviour, and abandon him for 1 
, He took leave of Mifs Flipp 
much affeiSted with what had p 
began to be of opinion that Mu: 
a villain ; for furely he who an 
H 4 ■ ■. 
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n the favourite of his friend, deferwf 
other name* 

He hccrtled to^c coflfee-lioufe where 
ifkerrjr fVeGUjufeted, to enquire for him, 
I was told^ had not been there for 
le days/' but while the waiter told him 
s, hc/f^ut into his hand a J«M^9 which 
kp«w was from Mufterry."^ Williams 
?fied It with great earneftnefsr, as h^ 
igined by his abfence from the coflfee* 
ale that fome acci4ent had befallen him, 
1 was not a little furpris^ed te fihd it 
ed from Newgate. 

The reader perhaps witt imagine^ that 
jfkerry's confinement wasP produced by 
creditoi^S; but tliis was not the cafe; 
was in New^te as a felony he had- been 
g accuftomed to live fay robbery, and 
3 at laft take(i, and corhrtiittedbya jut 
* of peace to that jailj upon the pofitive 
h of thofe he robbed. This circum* 
ice very much afFefted him, though at 
fame time it confirmed him of the 
th of Mifs Flippant's relation -, and 
t the perfon of whom he had been fo 
d, was no otl^er than a highwayman. 
The letter contained many expreflions 
forrow for his paft mifconduft, and an 
neft defire that Williams would come 
{ fee him, and intereft himfelf for him* 

Williams 
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WiBiams wai ssow in a mod. pcr]^ex 
dikmoia ; he ^ould not cbufe to abaa< 
Kim in his diibrefs v and. to feem folicH 
for him^ ke knew woiild hart hi3 own 
putation. 

The affair, by the chmnel of che p 

lie papers^ was foon known in the wor 

Mufkerry's name waft e{^hoed in ev 

coffee-houfe; and he was never m 

tioned, but at the £une time WiUla 

was joined with him* Same fhook tl 

beads, and (aid, ^^ They always^ fulpe€ 

^^ him:: no bo^ knew upon wiiat foi 

*^ dation he flamed away ib. miKh ; i 

*' Williams was fo intimate with himt < 

*^ cannot help tlunking that he kneVi 

•' his meafures/* Tnefe. infinuatio 

which many people threw out, v 

^idy, and very bitterly, gained gmv 

to the difadvantage of Mr. WiUiams v ^ 

as he was in debt, induced all l^s c 

^tors to fall vrpon him. This procui 

his tonfinemenc, and he was fcnt ta Ne 

^te as a debtor,, while his. oU friend 

in the fame jail as a felom This m 

unlucky circumftance-qperatcd v^ry mv 

to the prejudice of Williams^ v ^ '^^ 

people heard that he waa i'np Newga 

without giving themleWes any trdutyl< 

enquire, they imputed it to the tidisM 
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he had with Mulkeny ; and he was thtsft 
innocently charafterized a highwayman. 
•The news foon reached the cars erf his 
grandfather, with many aggravated cir- 
cuniftances, by thofe whofeintereft it was 
that old Williams . fhould difinherit this 
unfortunate youth. His grandfather was 
tranlported with the greateft rage and in- 
dignation, and reckoned himfelf very un- 
happy in his offspring : his own fon had 
forfeited his life to the government^ by his 
rebellion, and now his grandfon was likely 
to die in a caufe ftill more ignominious. 
He came immediately to town, to enquire 
the true circumftances of the ftory which 
liad been told him ; and when he found his 
grandfon only confined for debt, he was for 
agreeably difappointed, that he readily dif* 
charged all his debts, and procured his 
fele^ment. 

When young Williams recovered his 
liberty, he found himfelf much flighted 
by thofe with whom he formerly lived in 
intimacy. The imputation upon his cha- 
rafter deterred them from afTociating with 
him ; and wherever he went, be found 
himfelf avoided, which to a nature fo in-: 
genuous as his, was a ihock as dreadful as 
that of death. To fee thofe with whom 
he had but a few weeks ago Ipent mantjF 
^ .«!> ^ a joyous 
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a joyous evening, and who courted and 
were proud of his company, now fly the 
box where he fat, was an intolerable wound 
to his foul ; but what moft afFefted him 
was, that he found accefs to none of thofe 
ladies, whofe hearts ufed to leap at his 
voice, and whofe eyes danced with joy at 
the Iprightlinefs of his converfation. How 
oft did he curfe the inconfiderate raftinefs 
of his temper, for valuing a man only for 
his abilities, without regard to his morals, 
or making a friend of one, before he knev 
enough of him to make him a companion ! 
While he was feribufly immerfed in thefe 
refleftions, a footman brought him a let- 
ter, which as foon as he iaw he kiiled, as 
he knew the direftion to be by Mifs^^ 
Flippant. He opened it, and found if a ' *r 
contents as follow : 

"SIR, 

^ " I HAVE no doubt, but you reckon 
** yOurfelf affronted for being denied ac- 
*' cefs to our houfe ; and as I never itiean? 
to be guilty of any a<^ of iftdvilit5% 
I take this opportunity to teHyoxJ 
the reafon of my behaviour in this af- 
fair. My mamma fays, that there ar^ 
fufpicions of your having been con- 
*' Ccrried with the ruffian who offered vxh - 

H 6 . \;^t;ici<cb' 
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lence to me, in making contributions 
on the public by unwarrantable means ; 
and till your charafter is cleared, (he 
** has forbid me to fee you ; and I can- 
not be blamed for avoiding the com- 
pany of ©nc, who is charged with fuch 
mifbehaviour. By this I hope I. have 
** removed the imputation of cruelty; 
" and when your affairs are lb cleared up, 
*' as to entitle you to vifit a lady, you 
*• fha|l be received in the ufual manner 

" Tours, ice. 

" Maria J'uppant,** 

This letter from the lady, he of all 
others valued mod, pierced his foul •, he 
was thrown into the npioft acute agonies t 
for, oh f it is hard for one who is con- 
fcjous of no difhonour j who, on the other 
hand, has an open, generous heart, a for- 
giving temper, and a difinterefted dif- 
pofition, to be treated as if he was a 
(coondrel^ the mod deipicable of mankind^ 
it can fcarcely be born. He anfwered 
Mifs Flippant*9 letter with the moft fey- 
temn proteftations of his innocence, and 
begged her to think him fo, till he- 
hould have an opportunity of clearing 
aimfclf^ 

Mu&errjp 
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Mulkcrry was tried^ convicted, < 

demned and executed, the? much inte 

had been made to lave the eentlei 

robber. As he had heard that W illior 

character had very much fuSered, 

means of hts intiinacy with him, he 

, dared in his laft moments, that he nc 

had an accomplice ; that Mn Willis 

never was privy to his -mmtier 

life, nor even fo 'much as fufpefted 

This declaration being properly < 

denced, it ferved in Ibme mealure to 

move the fbfpicion from Mn WiffiaQ 

chara^r ; and he began to find the wc 

to fmile upon him again : but what o 

rated moil in his favour, was the coi 

tenahce and friend&ip &ewn by J 

Edwards, a gentlemsm who enjoyed t 

lingular fcKcity* of having people of 

parties regard Mm. ^ 

Mr. Edwards had knoiM Wiffiam 
confiderable time before this unlucky 
cident happened; and thouig^ he was i 
blind to nis faHings, his ficklenefs- a 
ISberdnifm in the ^ir^ x^f gallan^, ; 
he was able to difcern in him an op 

Snerous heart, iocapable of any biie f< 
ion, and liifccpdDfe of the pui^ft a 
moft delicate impreffions^ •; ; 

' Mr,* Edwards^ by means of iivC^bnfid 

• ■ -al 
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abk fortune, was rclpefted by his inferiors, 
which he never improved to the exereife 
of any wanton fuperiority over them : he 
had an affability and condefcenfion in his 
temper that was very engaging : he was 
more inclined to be grave than volatile; 
•and as he was a man of good fenfe, his 
opinion and converfation were attended to 
with earneftnefs, which received great 
force by the dignity of his manner. 
, It is certainly true, that gravity, ftea- 
.dinefs and application, without very Ihin- 
.ing powers* will make a much better 
figure in life, than the moft diftinguilhed 
iibilities, unaccompanied with thefe vir- 
:tues» This may be illuftrated in the cafe 
of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Williams : Ed- 
wards, though a man of good fenfe, ^nd 
; had an extenfive knowledge of the world, 
was really no genius : he had from nature 
but a moderate fhare of underftanding 5 
.but this moderate Ihare he improved to 
the beft advantage : he was prudent, and 
knew where his ftrength lay, and never 
flaftied out into cohverfation upon fub- 
jefts with which he was not acquainted : 
and as his referve and filence often ob- 
tained him the reputation of wifdom, fo 
(when he did fpesuc, it added a kind of 

rtificial authority to what he uttered. 
Far 
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Far orherwife was the cafe of Mr. Wil- 
liams ; He had from nature altnofl: all that 
nature can give, which he never carefully 
cultivated-, his appetite was to ihine in 
company -, and often by purfuing it with 
too n^ych iblicitude, he defeated his pur*^ 
pofei and by entering upon topics with 
which he was but fuperficially acquwited, 
he drew, upon himfelf the imputation of 
being fuperficially acquainted with all. 
One liftcned to Williams with pleafure,. 
to Edwards with refped j and eveiy;iAAa> 
thought himfelf fafer to retain t^ fen-, 
timents of the latter than the ^ormefv. 

Williams being reinfta|e4Hft the favour 
of the town, p^id a vifit to his grand- 
father, who refided at his eftat'e; j|nd 
being of age, ^e m^tch, which had beea 
before concluded 'on, was now renewed,' 
and the grandfather propofed a fpeedy 
confummation. Williams vifited his mif- 
trefs, and foon infinuated himfelf into her 
favour, nor had now any objeftio^ to 
matrimony, as Mr. Edwards had advifed . 
him to it, in hopes of rendering him mote, 
folid, and checkingthis roving manner of; 
life. The father of our young lady made 
niyany fcruples concerning the charafter of 
Williams, and expreffed gre^t pneafine/s 
at.the accident which had fi> nxp.ch:fi;^i^: 
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it. He would fain have been quit of his 
engagements ; but upon old Williams's 
threatening tafue him, he confented. 

We have already remarked, that Wil- 
liams foon ingratiated himfeif inco the 
favour of the country gentleman's daugh- 
ter ; but fhe had not the power of having 
the fame influence upon him : fiie was 
unexperienced in the world, had an art- 
lefs nmplicity, which to, a man accuf- 
tomed to n[M>ve in the bullle of life, can 
never pleafe. She was bafhful, and, ia 
a word, n6t qukc well-bred. Thefecon- 
fiderations, however, Williams would 
have been able to Airmount, had not an 
accident confirn^d his averfion to the 
match. 
^ He went one day^ in company with 
his grandfather, to pay a vifit to a gen- 
tlemian jufb comie from London, vtho had 
married a lady there. He had great 
pleafure in the performance of this vifit^ 
not £> much arifing from the conver&tion 
of the gentleman, as the amiable graces 
of his wife. The gentlerAan,^ whofe 
liame was Bu(by, had not feen or had 
capacity to difeern much of the world j 
liis ample fortune recommended him to 
the favour of the young lady's uncle, 
under whofe care ihe was,, and by whole • 

authority 
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authority he obtained her. Williams, who» 
as we have already feen, had a fiety con- 
ilitutiod, foon- became enamoured with 
this beautiful lady^ whom he faw buried 
in the arms of a n^an ffae could not love. 

• 

Bu(by was an ill-natured, paflionate man ; 
he was rude- in his behaviour, ungenteel 
inhisperfon; and, in ihert, aperfea; 
country bear. ^ 

I will not take upon me to fay, that 
Williams had no inclination to have filled 
the arms of this^ amiable youn^ wtfir; 
and whether if (he had given him any 
oblique invitations, he would not have 
improved them, for chaftity was nonp 
of his virtues^ 5 and yet I have ibme 
dbubt whether he would not have ftart- 
ed at adultery :' but be this as it may, 
the lady gave him no fuch fevotirabie 
figns ; but every time he converfcd with 
her, fhe gained more and more upon 
him, and he became at laft perfeftly in 
love with her. lie was urged by his 
grandfather to make free^uent vifits to 
his intended wife, which he feithfuU^ 
promifed to do ; but every time he Mq. 
hie was going to fee her, he rode to 
Mr. Bufby's, and fpent his time there. . 

When affairs were to be coricladed 
between the two contrafting parties, jrHe 

young 
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young lady's father complained chat 
young Williams had come very feldom 
to fee his naiftrels, which he could not 
help confidering as a flight, and begged 
the affair might be explained. Old 
Williams was much furprizcd at this, 
and called upon his grandfon to ^ve an 
account of it. Young Williams flood 
covered with confufion, he could plead 
no excufe, and bluntly anfwered, that 
lie had made frequent vifits q{ late tx) 

the houfc of Mr. Buiby. The old 

man was extremely chagrined to find his 
heir fo refraaory ; and afked him, whe- 
ther he intended to wed the young lady ? 
To which he anfwered in the negative^ 
^This anfwer was not unpieafing to the 
young lady's father, who threatened to 
fue old Williams for his bond (in his 
turn) ; and as our young fpark could 
neither be menaced nor perfuaded into 
the match, and the young lady's father 
fueing for the bond, old Williams paid 
the money, and at the fame time dif- 
chargcd his grandfon from ever forming 
any expeftations upon him, or prefuming 
to come into his prefence. This was a 
mortifying lircumftance to Williams, as 
It at once deprived him of the means of 
fupporting his gaiety, and of feeing the 

amiabk 
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amiable Mrs. Bufby, on whom his foxA 
was now entirely fixed. He was fenfible 
how criminal it was, to indulge a paflioa 
for a married lady ; a paflion which can 
never be honourably gratified, and ex- 
pofes at once to danger and fhame. But 
fuch is the influence of love, that it often 
Ipurns the diredtions of Pruoence, and 
rebels againft the dominion of Reafon.— • 
Mrs. Bufby had indeed every quality of 
perfon and mind tliat can charm a mail 
into love *, and at the fame time fuch an 
agreeable modefly, as to teach even love 
itfelf to forbear its impetuous fallies. 
* Williams being difcarded by his* grand- 
father, and. finding no pretence or en. 
couragement to continue m the country, 
made his way to the metropolis, and took 
leave of Mrs, Bulby with the greateii 
tendernefs, as during his flay in the covin- 
try, which was about nine months, his 
affeftions were entirely fixed on her. 

When Williams came to town, he wa» 
received with great eclat by all his ta* 
vern friends, in whofe abfence their 
nights ufed, to be lefs gay, as. being un^ 
infpirited by his lively fallies of wit, and 
the natural pleafantryof his temper. He 
brought but little money to town with 
him, and was for fome months fupported 

by 
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by the bounty of Mr. Edwards: he 
'Wanted to have raifed fums upon the 
profoeds of his grandfather^s fortune, 
which the moncy.brokers were wife 
enough to refufe ; ^ for, upon enquiry, 
they found that the old gentleman, 
having amaffed his own fortune, had a 
power of leaving it to whom he plcafed. 
This difappointment reduced our gay 
fpark 5 and as wit without money never 
can ihinp fo bright as when it has that 
additbnal advantage, a damp was thrown 
ever his mind, and Ks^gdetyconfidcrably 
abated. But before we tafee a view ot 
any of the difficulties to which want ex- 
pofed' him^ we think proper ta obfcrve, 
that on his coming to town, he called on 
Mifs Flippant, while his appearance was 
yet elegant, but was told that Jfhe had 
oeen gone into the country for fomc 
time. 

One day, while he was fauntering in 
the Mall, and meditating^ upon his^ ruin- 
(cd affairs, he was furpri2ed with the 
fight of Mrs. Bufby, who, before he 
was aware, accofted him,. As his afto-^ 
nifhmcnt was great, he coujd not con- 
tain it} but enquired the caufe. which 
had brought her fo unexpeftedly to 
town : To which (he anfwered, that Ihe 

had 
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hd rec^v^ a k£Ce^ from a friendy 
who prci5'4;.hpr.itQ came ; and that by 
the interpofitiofi p£ her uncle with her 
tyrant, hci wa$ pferailcd upon to per- 
mit her, as; ^er uncle, by means of 
having her fortune in his hand^ had 
great power over him ^ for Mr. Bufby 
was as ibrdidly covetous^ as fhockingly 
ignorant. — Mutual proteftations of glad-* 
nefs having pafsM, and an invitation 
given by Mrs. Bu(by to Mr. Williams^ 
to vifit her' at her another's, who Jived 
in town, tho* jier uncle was her diretSbor^ 
they parted. — r**Mr. Williams that even-^ 
ing .felling into company with an old 
companion, one Nabbes, related with 
great iatisfa£tion the incidmt of hh 
meeting Mrs* Bulby, and toafted hef 

health in a bumper. Mrs^ Bufby I 

*' fays Nabi)es t What the wife of fquirc 
*' Bufey, in the county of ->-— ! Is is 
Ihc ?"*^ Yes^ returned Willia»ns, it is (he ; 

V fee is the moft fenfiWe, moft virtuous 
^* and beautiful of her fex !^* " As to her 
*' fenfe :and beauty, returns .Nabbes^ 

V I have nothing to fey 5 I:th©aght4he 
*^ had both 5 for . I once ceurted her i 
** but as to her virtue-r-hem ' for tibat"-- 
he then gave afigi>ifkantihr«grf*l/Viat* 
!• fays.he^ WiUiamsj fe.thviJtbessfavtbat 
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you read Wonriaiikind — as to virtije !— *' 
Williams was * amaaed^at* thii> impudent 
and licentious manner of talking : he 
never accuftomed himfelf to entertain 
any fu(picion of a woman's honour, and 
was really aftoniflied when he heard aaiy 
lady's virtue arraigned. /* How dare 
yoUj fays he, fpeak fo impertinently of 
Mrs./Bufby ! I have known her as well 
** as you ; fhe is as innocent as any of her 
^^^ fex -, fhe*s perfectly modeft, I am fure : 
** —how cruel is it to blacken any cha- 
f * rafter wantonly. ** *' Hold, returns. 
*' Nabbes, you do not know her enough; 
** dear Charles, had yoii feen what I have 
** feen, you would 'not fay fo j yourfelf Ihall 
♦* be withefs" — " Witnefs of what ! cries 

^' Williams haftily'* "That fhe is a 

^* wanton proftitute ! returned the other, 
** you fball fee it.** Williams qiiitc 
femazed, begged him to be explicit ; for 
tho* he had not fo immediate an intereft 
in Mrs. Bufby as to be fired with jealoufy, 
yet his curiofity was raifed •, and as nO 
aiian can bear to be deceived in thofe of 
whom he entertains a very high opinion, 
iie was fhocked to think, that the womah 
he ufed to adore as an angel, fhould 
prove to be the reverfe of what he 
^thought her, in the grand . point of 
i. ' inno-* 
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innocence, — " Plltell you, fays Nabbes^ 

*' the windows of my lodging look into 

" a court in Covent-gardcn, where there 

" is a private houfe of intrigue ; here 

*' flie often comes in a chair ; and as I 

** fuppofe has a meeting with fomc fa- ' 

" voured gallant •, and to tell you the 

*' truth, I've often found her walking 

"the Park, and once or twice at 

" public places, with fome of thofe gay 

" Iparks who were my rivals, before hef 

*' uncle determined all our hopes, by 

*' giving her to a country 'fquire/* — 

Williams was amazed at this relation, and 

a(ked him, how he knew it was a private 

houfe of intrigue ? " Becaufe, fays he, 

" r have made the experiment ; ^nd do 

•' you make the fame^ and be fatlsfied.'* 

Williams endeavoured to compofe' his 

fpirits, and went away fully refolved to 

do as Nabbes had defired. Williams, 

next night, went to the place ; enquired 

of the woman of the houfe, if fhe knew 

one Mrs. Bu(by, a young lady, not long 

ago married ? He was quite afraid to alk 

this queftion j as he dreaded the anfwer : 

but what was his agitation when the wo* 

man anfwered, "Yes; I know her 

"well; and I expeft her here this 

?* evening I"— f-^** Then, fays^ he, I wM 

*' wait 
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^< wait for her, for I want much to ibeak 
** with her.** Still Williams hoped to 
be deceived } and that the Mrs. Bufby 
known to the woman, was wife of anotheif 
perfon. In k& than an hour his doubts 
were diflipated, and Mrs. Bufby herfelf 
appeared. The confulion which Wil- 
liams difcovered was inexprefiible •, but 
the agitation which Mrs. Bufby fhewed^ 
was only that rf furprice* Williams re* 
colleflii^ himfelf, defired an inmiediate 
and private conference with hen He be* 
gan, '^ Madam, it grieves me to the 
** foul, to find the fufpicions of the med- 
" dling world too well founded ; would 
** 1 had never been thus fatisficd I You 
f * know I love you, and I will conccd 
*' it 5 but, gracious heaven ! fhould 
^* this be reported to your hufband !"— 
^rs. Bufby quite afVonifhed, gried outi 
• <.^.— What reported \ — what fufpicions ! 
*' what have i done ! where is my fault ! 
what can the world fay !'* " O, rriadam, 
returned Mr. Wijliams, gently prefling 
** her hand, you cannot be ignorant that 
*' the houfe yotr are now in, is a private 
y houfe -of infamy.** Upop mentioning 
the word Infiamy, Mrs. Bufby faintefi, 
^nd was Mtisi^tto undergo the fhock: 

wlien ihe JM4^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^> ^^^ 

liams 


*4 




J.-. 


F.ANNY SEYMOUR. 169 

liams with ^1 the delicacy of which he 
was matter, told her what pals'd between 
Nabbes and him ; and that as he did 
not believe him. he took, that method to 
he fatisfied. Mrs. Bufby protefted her 
ignorance, as to the quality of the houfe 
where ftie was ; and then told Mr, Wil- 
liams, that as ihe owed to herfelf an 
obligation oE the greateft importance, 
namely, that of clearing her innocence, 
flie would entruft him with a fecret, 
which he ftiould never reveal, while it 
Was capable of having any bad con- 
fequenccs. Williams promifed, and 
the lady proceeded. — • ** One of the 
" deareft friends I have on earth has 
*' beefn ruined, violated by i vflhin : Ihe 
*' has lately brought to the^ world a 
*' witnefe of her violation : Ihe concealed 
•* her condition as long a&flie could •,. and 
*' then pretending to be prefs*d 4>y a 
** female coufin, to pay a vifit in the 
^^ country, flie took leave c£ her rela- 
^* tions, and engaged a peribn to take 
*' lodgings for her. Here me was carried, 
^^ and here ihe now is, and, as I believe^ 
** pcrfeftly innocent of any crime, fin- 
*' cerely bemoaning her misfortunes/* 
Williams iniifted on feeing, her-, the 
iad^at -firtt was relu4t»aty but^conii* 
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' dering that the clearing of her own in* 
nocence was at itake, (he complied. Wil- 
liams was introduced; but what was 
their mutual amazement, the reader may 
conceive, when he is told, that the young 
lady who had been thus violated and 
abufed, was no other than Mils Flippant. 
Mr. Williams immediately knew all Mrs. 
Bufby's relation to be true, and guefe*d 

. that this raviflicr was his traiterous 
<^ . friend Mulkerry, Surprize having fub- 
fided, the converiation became more 
particular; and the young lady, who 
before had been reftrained by delicacy, 
from revealing all that had happened be- 

. tween Mulkerry and her, found it was 

. now neceflary, in order to clear herfelf 
from the fufpicion of yielding voluntarily 
to the embraces of a villain. She was in 
hopes that the confequence would not 
be fo terrible* and was therefore lefs ex- 
plicit in her account of Muflcerry's beha- 
vioun She then told him, that under 
the pretence of carrying her to a concert, 

. where he faid fome ladies of her acquaint- 
ance would be prefent, he balely dc- 

. eoyed her into a tavern of infamy, and 

"' there by violence effefted his purpofe, 

which he could not have done at h«r 

xnother's houie, nor by any gentle mtusA 

X of 
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of fedudtion. This account delivered 
the* lady, who appeared covered w 
confufion and blufhes, in the moft: d( 
cate terms, quite (hocked Williams, w 
abhorred the memory of fiich a fmili 
traitor. The young lady being now 
a condition to appear abroad, Mrs. Bui 
foon had her removed to a new lodgii 
againft which flander itfelf could find 
obje6lion. 

This incident is too material to p 
without animadverfion.— Gentle reac 
from this tranfadion, learn not too hail 
to cre4it appearances. If thou art ( 
pofed to be jealous, " O confider, t 
though trifles light as air, are to 
jealous confirmations ftrong as pro 
** of Holy Writ," yet that the rev< 
ought only to weigh with a good m< 
and before thou admitted that Fury i 
thy.bofomj thdu Ihouldft be certain t 
thy proofs are as ftrong as thofe of H 
Writ, which, in my opinion, arc invaria 
infallible, and not light as air, V 
what ftrong appearances were againft W 
Bufby, and yet Ihe was perfectly iilriocc 
In ' vifuing Mifs Flippant ftie ^ afiled 
part of a benevolent friend^ liij!^ uni 
tunate was (he, that in this veiry adi 
goodneis, there was roon^ for &i:it% u] 

her tht ftain of an adulterer i *^ ^ 

I 2 > S^ 
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.Nabbes Tras a defpicable fellow for ii' 
humanly propagating his fufpicions, yet 
it muft be owned, they were too well 
grounded, and Providence was very kind 
in direfting a difcovery fo much to Mrs. 
Bulby's advantage. 

Again, gentle reader, beware how 
thou crediteft appearances ; and learn 
to know, " that, a man may imile, and 
*' fmile, and be a villain/' Mu(kerry, 
the bafe raviiher of Mifs Flippant, 
could drefs his face in fmiles, fpeak 
the language .of fincerity, prorefjt and 
figh, and flatter and violate. JJut the 
conduft of Mr. Williams in this ; affair, 
deferves a panegyrick. How 'many 
libertines would have rejoiced to hear, 
. that a married lady he loved, was already 
.fcduced, as it would make his progrefs 
! more eafy ; but Williams had too much 
1 honour to be pleafed with ruin; .and 
when the charafter and perfon. of: the 
amiable Mrs. Buiby was in his power, he 
did not .meanly take the advantage, but 
his behaviour was delicate and honour- 
able. As to Mifs Flippant,' how true 

.is it, and yet what pity is it, " that one 
"falfe or unfortunate ftep damns a -wo* 
^' man's fame," Mifs Flippant may be 
ranked with the unhappy, but not with the 
guilty I and yet fuch is the malevolence 

of 
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of the worlds that thev will be m 
difpofed to rank her witn the latter. - 
Heavens forbid I fhould ever plead 
caufe of proftitution I No : When 
lady once iuffers her imagination to 
vitiated^ and her heart to yield to e 
ry wanton impulfe of delire, flie refe 
bles a flower, which difplays at n 
its variegated hues, and blu(hes u} 
the fight unnumbered beauties; I 
when more nearly, infpefted, its cole 
fede^. when preis'd to the bofom, i 
foil of prickle^ and has no vel 
fcftncfi. 

Williams, upon making this difcov( 
went immediately to Nabbes, and 
plain'd the caufe of Mrs. Bulby's vifit 
that houfe, which he did connftent 'v 
Konoyr; for he concealed the yoi 
lady's name who occafioncd it; 
entreated Nabbes never for theiutur 
mention this circumftance, as it cc 
only wound a worthy woman's repi 
tion, without increafing his own ; ro 
all creatures he is the moft dcfpica 
who induftrioufly propagates lean 
which he knows to be falfe- 

This, honeft c"ondu6l ia WilHftms c 
not bat recommend hitn to the read 
efteem ^ and has now confirmed me 
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a thing of which I had at firft fomc doubt ; 
that upon the iuppofition Mrs. Bufby had 
given him encouragement, he would have 
itarted at adultery. 

The unhappy circumftances of Mr. 
"Williams, with refped to the ftate of his. 
finances, reduced him to many a trouble- 
fome dilemma: he could not bear the 
thoughts of being for ever obliged to live 
Upon the bounty of Mr. Edwards ; he 
knew that friendfhip cannot long fubfift 
between two perfons,.unlefs their circutn- 
ftances are equal ; for wherever depen- 
dence comes, friendlhip fails. He often 
regretted that he had not been educated 
to fome employment, which could always 
have fupplied his neceflities, and pre- 
ferved him from the miferies of dbtolutc 
wane It is certainly true^ that the cala- 
mipies of habit are as ftrong as thofe of na- 
ture •, and that a man who has been ac- 
cuftomed to drpfs genteel, feels as acute 
pain in being obliged tq drop the appen- 
dages of gaiety, as he who is pinched 
with hunger, or fbivers with cold. Many 
a pang did it coft poor Williams to appear 
in a fliabby negligence-, to go abroad 
v/ithout a fword, and have all the appear- 
ance of a Wit in diftrefs. 

One day, when Williams was fatting 

' foli- 
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Mcary on a bench in the Park, and muf- 
ing upon his wants, a benevolent noble- 
man, who was as remarkable for the good- 
nefs of his heart, as for the titles and ho- 
nours with which he was vefted, took no- 
tice of him, and a(ked him. Whether he 
was not in diftrefs ? Williams being im- 

fortuned, confefled he was, and that hc» 
new not how to extricate himfelf. The . 
nobleman invited him to his houfe, and 
appointed a particular day in which he 
ihould dine with him ; for they held con- 
verfation a cOnfiderable time together ; 
and Williams made no fcruple to let the 
iiobleman into the whole of his flory. 

When the day .came that Williams wa$ ^ 
to dine with the nobleman, he felt the 
acuteft pain and the acutefk p^leafure alter- . 
natcly: he wa$ ihocked with the thought ? 
of appearing at a nobleman's table in fo ' 
difmal , a' T)light j for though he could > 
drefs neat, yet not elegantly," nor had- 
money enough to hire a neceflkry appa-^ 
ratus*, he was •tran%)Orted with, joy at; 
the thoughts of meetiog fo iinexp^edly: 
a patron, who, in all prdbability, wt>uld 
do fomething for him, and rery^v^e hin?' 
above dependence. ^ When he ^aioed 0gt* 
his lordftiip, he was iseceiVed with ars jp^JCifi/ 
civility as if Jie had been a .aiiijii^iet^**o|* 
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ftate; and had no€ becnlwig in* the no- 
bleman's company, till a gentleman, 
whofe appearance befpoke him an officer 
in the army, with a lady and fix childfcn, 
entered-the r6bm. He was prejudiced in 
- favour of this family at firft fight •, th^ 
hydyjx^ the nK>fl engaging and winning, 
birftaviour ; the children inherited their 
mother's beauty, and were inftruded by 
her in as many elegances, as if their flation 
had been the higheft in the knngdoni 
Williams was not a little furprized at this 
Dinner was put. upon the table,, when his. 
lordfhip, the officer and his family, and 
Williams, fat down, and there were no . 
more company^ In the time of dinner^ 
the convenation was general, and • WiU 
iiams displayed all his powers, to attrs^ 
the favour of his patron^ which i he did: 
with fUecefs. When dinner was over, the 
converfation became a little more parti- 
cular ; and Williams learned, that the 
officer was on half-pay ; and having ib 
large a family, was no doubt reduced to 
great difficulties to fupport them gen- 
teelly. " What pity is it, fays his lord- 
fhip, addreffing himfcif to Williams, 
that they who fight the nation's bat-, 
ties, who expbfe their lives for thei;^V' 
^ liberty of their country,, ihould be^tf* 

** worfe.'- 
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** worfe provided for than people of infc- 
** rior ftations of not half thq importance'. 
^* How many fupernumerary places in 
" the nation, to. which great falaries are 
** annexed, are filled by peHbns low by 
** birth and education, while the fons of 
Valour, after reducing the enemies of 
** oiir conftitution, are fui&red to lan^ 
guifh neglefted. We can icarce help 
regretting, when we take notice, that 
an ordinary tradefman, and people in 
" commercial life, amafs often mbr« 
^* riches than fall to the (bare of a field* 
" marfhal, though great is the dilprbpor- 
^* tion between the dignity of their fta- 
tions." Upon this, Williams obferved. 
That though one could not help beinj} 
a little uncafy, yet one ought not to rev 
" pine J for that it arofe from the very 
nature of things : an officer has only 
his place to depend upon, while the 
genteelnefs of his ftation prevents aity 
** other efibrt ; ' but the tradefman,- whofe 
** bufincli is meaner^ and educariori 
lower, can (hift into a thoufend Ihapes, 
and grow rich by unnumbered njelns; 
of which the other, by the dignity and ' : 
** elegance of his profeffion, is J-eodcred 
- incaj^able. The merchant IniipferKl. 
^ fliigs to ciifFcrent parts, whidb Vm^y j|i ^ 

I 5 :, ^ ** turii/ 
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•• turn home loaded with trcafure, while 
** the general can command but one ar- 
•• my, and. enjoy the profits annexed to 
*' it, which it feems is not always great.** 
When this converfation was ended, the 
officer and his family politely took their 
leave ; and his lordfliip obligingly told 
him, that he had now fulfilled his pro- 
mife i and that if he would wait on him 
to-morrow, he fhould enter into the pof- 
feflion of what he expefted. Ob his ut- 
tering thefe words, the officer and his lady- 
were covered with confufion, a confufion 
which ever flows from an ingenuous na- 
ture, when laid under obligations. His 
lordfliip obferving- the gentleman looking 
the language of gratitude, which it was 
not in his power to exprefs, turned to 
Williams, and in a fuppreflfed tone, told 
him, ** That if that gentleman thought 
•• hinifelf much obliged for the place he 
^* had procured him, he was mifliaken j 
*• for had I known a more deferving man, 
*' fays he, he fliould not have had it.** 
This was uttered, though in a fuppreflcd 
voice, yet loud enough^ for the officer to 
hear •, and a compliment fo finely turned 
mufl: certainly have much affeded him. — 
After, he retired, his lordfliip told Wil- 
liams, that he had met with this ggntle^ 

man 
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ruan by accident ; and upon enquiring 
into the ftate of his affairs, found them 
in a very low j&tuation, being obliged 
upon half-pay to fupport fo large a family. 
" I likewife enquired, continued his Jord- 
" fliip, into the behaviour of the gentle- 
^' man in a military llation, and tbund 
*" that he had acquitted himfelf with the 
" utmoft gallantry, upon very dangerojs 
" and critical occafions j that he was d*.*- 
" fcended from an ancient family, and 
" joined with the martial all the private , 
** virtues. Thefe were recommendations 
" fuflicient to me i and I have now pro- 
** vidcd for him, and will for you, Mr. 
." Williams, as fbon as it is in my power.'* 
Williams politely thanked him, and re- 
ceived an invitation from his lordfbip to 
repeat the vifit, and put him in mind of 
his promife ; "Though, fays he, la.n. 
** not apt to forget my pramifcs." But . 
this was not enough for tJiIs benevolent - 
nobleman ; he put ini!o his liand a Bank. ' 

note, and defired liira to be chearful. ' 

Williams took his . leave, . equally, over* 
come with gratitude, as the gentleman/ 
who had gone before him. Let. not the . ! 
ill-natured and avaricious- cenfure this in- ♦j 
ftantaneous bounty of hi^./lpi\lihip, as j 

pro ceedmg from wealchcSfsl^ji^ ii^<^fif<^r^^^ 
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tion : let it be confidered that Williams 
told his ftory, which his lordfhip could 
not but have heard before; and there 
vras nareafon to fufpeft him to be an im- 
poftor. This obfervation is made to ob- 
viate the fneers of the worldly-minded ; 
for they who are not good themfelves, 
are always ready to find out flaws in' a 
good man's conduft ; they conftrue hu- 
manity into weaknefs ; and would explain 
apparent worthinefs upon fome other prin- 
ciple than the native candour of the heart ; 
and to be at variance with fuch people is 
certainly a happinefe. 

Williams being thus recQjited, con- 
fulted with his friend Mr. Edwards, what 
Jie fliould do, who advifed him not en- 
tirely to depend on his lordftiip's promifes,^ 
but to go into the country^ and endeavour 
to conciliate his grandfather, while no-w 
the means of doing fo were in his power. 
This advice he purfued ; and upon his ar- 
rival at his grandfather's houfe, he found 
him not at home, having gone on a long 
journey for his health, and was not ex- 
pedted for a week: this week young 
Williams continued at his grandfather's 
houfe, and paid feveral vifits to Mrs. 
Bufby, who had now returned to the 
country ^ ^nd was not a little niortificd to . 
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find fhe cruel ufagc that amiable lady re- 
ceived from her hufband. When they 
Were happy enough to enjoy an hour to- 
gether, it was fpent in the recolle£tion of 
^ings paft, agreeable converfation, and 
fiich innocent endearments as two young 
people of good underftanding have a right 
to indulge themfelves in. Mrs Bulby 
told him, that Mift FHppant's ftory was 
known in the ivorld 5 and that the poor 
young lady fufFered greatly by it. 

As ibon as old Williams returned, his 
grandlbn, in the moft fubmiffive manner, 
prefumcd to come into his prcfence, and 
exprefled the moft fenfible concern, for 
being obliged to refift the authority of a 
parent, by the higher force of inclination : 
he endeavoured to expoftulate with him 
upon the *♦ cruel circumftance of marry*' 
** ing a woman for whom a man has no 
**^ afFeftion; obferved, that it was ho 
** more than a kind of licenfed proftitu* 
*^ tion.'^ This prefumptton of rcafoning 
the old man confidered as the higheft af- 
front could be offered, to him : he broke ' 
out irito the moft cholerick rage ^ arirf ' 
Without further ceremony, commanded" 
his grandfon to^ depart his^ houfe, and' 
never again to prefume to come intovhis , 
prcfence. Yoxing WiUianw could not - 
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bear thefe infults, and parted from the 
old man in the utmoft agitation of heart. 
He refolvcd, however, never to provoke 
him again by the fame means, and im-' 
mediately mounted his hoHe and rode on^ 
in his way to town, not without firft call- 
ing at Mrs. Bulby's, and taking as ten- 
der a leave of that lady, as the pretence 
of her hufband would permit. 

The firft inn he alighted at, he called 
for a news-paper, in order to divert the 
minutes till dinner fliould be ready. He 
caft his eye flightly over it, tiU he came 
to a paragraph, in which he was much 
interefted : 

Yefterday died of the gout in his fto- 
mach, in the fixty-third year of his age^ 
his grace the duke of — — , who has 
not left one enemy behind him. The 
titles and honours which he pofTeiTed 
were only made fubfervient to the^x- 
. cellent purpofe of doing good. Bv.his 
" grace's death, his country ;has loft a 
*^ friend ; the great a lively example of 
** what became an exalted ftation j the 
** poor an extenuve benefador ; the 
** fciences a liberal patron, and religion. 
" its brighteft ornament/* 

This paragraph ftruck^Villiams to the 
heart j the deceased peer was na other 
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than the renowned perfon on whom he 
depended, and with him was terminated 
all his hope of fupport. Williams was 
too great-hearted to fubjeft himfelf again 
to the infults of his peevifh gr^iidfather ; 
and after eafing his breaft, by giying way 
to a burft of grief, he continued his jour- 
ney to town. Upon his arrival he waited 
on Mr. Edwards, and communicated to 
him his bad fuccefs in the country, which 
he heard with the utmoft concern. Mr. 
Edwards was not one of thofe people 
falfely called good, who are extremely 
ready with their purfe in affifting fuch in [ 
neceffity, whofe prolpeds give hopes of ,) 
re-payment, but who immediately, as 
ibon as that proiped is vanifbed, with- 
draw their liberality, with-hold even theif 
patronage, and relign a man to the ca- 
price offbrtune. This behaviour, though 
it has procured many the name of gene- 
rous, is no more than an aft of commerce, 
whofe leading principle is felfiflinefe. Mr* 
Edwards offered to I'upplyhis neceflities^ 
whenever they called, and behaved in the 
fame obliging manner, as if^Willjams*? 
fortune had been fuperior to his. • Thp* 
Mr. Edwards's beh^iour was extremely 
kind, yet bearing obligaticHis is a pain to? 
a great mind ^ and dependen<;e nacuraii^ 
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overthrows friendfliip. He was relbived 

'to make fome effort to fupport himfclf : 

but notwithftanding he was endowed with 

• vcry^great abilities, yet he found himfelf 
much at a lofs how to make them fub- 
fcrvient to his interefts. He fometimes 
had thoughts of going oii the fts^e, but 
that notion was immediately fuppreffed, 
by the unpleafing confideration, that this 

. profeflion expofes a man to the capricious 
infults of every fool, who thinks proper 
' to profiounce himfelf a critic 5 and though 
k is apparently true, that to be a finifhed, 
or indeed a tolerable player, demands 
high efforts of genius, a general under- 
ftanding of life, and a capacity of reading 
th? human heart, yet 2ix£t they conlidered 
by the bulk of the world in a light too 
defpicable for a great fpirit to bear. The 
bylk of mankind are ignorant of thole 
requjiites which a good player muft pof- 
llefs, and therefore they defpife himy but 
if that profeffion is .the moft excellent 
which demands the moft extenfive abili- 
, ties, and the greatefV flretchings of the 
ibtil, the player's cannot be contemptible. 
*ls it nothing, to wann the heart by the 
fnelody of nature, to fpeak the bofom 
into fadnefs, to alter the tone, and chill 
blood with terror; to make even th& 

coward 
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cowatd brave by the flafhcs of refolution> 
the cruel merciful by the lighings of di£- 
treis,. and to teach tne ibiil to confefs fen* 
fations, which it knew not it ppfleiled ? " 

Though Williams had a.high opinion, 
and re^dty fome of the requifltes of a 
phyer,. yet a* dread of the indignity to 
which they were expoled, by the ignorant' 
apd capricious, deterred him ; befides^ he 
was an'^d led fuch a ftep might entirely 
confirm his grandfather's averfiom 

It will not be deefii^d unnatural, I 
Hg^ if upon rejecting this thoujg^t be 
ibould indulge another A> very difierent 
from the former. It cams into his head^t 
that as. being a (nan (^ parts, th9re<:ould. 
bie no obje€fcioA& tp his going into, the^ 
church : he wa3 . at Ib^ tranijppfted wki|i) 
this fcheme i but upon fufferi^ the fe^* ; 
vour of his imagination to fubfide, his. 
judgment difaj^pQved it» He. had .lived ■ 
a life of gaiety ; and he was fenfible that 
his turn was too libertine to be confined . 
within the limits of clerical decency j and 
at the fame time was conicious, that he 
who enters into holy orders, and violates 
the obligations of his character,, by wan^ 
ton behaviour and fiUhionabl^ excefsj isr 
doubly guilty; firft as a man, and thgn^ 
as a traitor to his profeflion. Befidc?* ^ 

^ hact 
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had not thoroughly examined the tenets 
he was to fubfcribe : and he very juftlf 
refie&ed) that no man has a right to con- 
fefi a creed which he has not proved, and 
confequently cannot underftand. — This 
fcheme he likewife rcjefted, and was per* 
plexed with the variety that offered, 
when his friend Mr. Edwards,* who had 
his intereft at heart, told him, that a 
worthy gentleman of his acquaintance de- 
fired an interview with Mm, and who 
probably would become his patron. Mr. 
Edwards introduced him to Sir Charles 
Mandeville, a gentleman of acknowledged 
iperit, and of reputation for a tafte in the 
literary and belle accompliftiments. Sir 
Charles was an uniyerfd patron ; no mm 
cf genius ever applied to him in vain ^ 
he made it his bu(ine(s to find out dif* 
trefled merit, to draw it from obfcurity, 
and throw a luftre over it, which nothing 
but advantageous circumftances can giv^. 
He was charmed with the converfation of 
Williams •, gave him a general invitation 
to his table; and promifed to provide for 
him, as foon as his intereft at court made 
it poflible. 

Sir Charles was in his ftate principles 
a Revolution Whig, and was glad that this 
promifing youn^ man, whom he had 

taken 
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taken into his favour, bad been educated 
in. the fame opinions, and was fo well 
able to fuj)port them. 

In conlequence of having received 
a general invitation to his table, partly^ 
neceflity and partly choice excited him 
to make frequent vifits ; for as he al- 
ways met a hearty welcome, ib he was 
often charmed with the agreeable com* 
pany who refbrted to Sir Charles's houfe i 
and he every day gained ground in the 
afl^dion or his patron. He was one 
day not a little furprized to meet at Sir 
Charles's table his old acqusuntance 
Nabbes, who he imagined had gone; 
out of town, as he had not lately ieen 
him. Nabbes had fome time known Sir 
Charles, and had formed fbme hopesi 
upoQ him ; but the worthy knight hav- 
ing once detefted him in a'^tye, thought 
proper to dlfmifs him, by coldhefs of 
behaviour; but upon his receiving a 
fupplicating letter from . him, he gave 
orders for his re-admiffion. — -Nabbes 
was equally furprized to fee Williams^ 
btit at that time gave no fign of ky only a 
difcovery "that they had been j&)rmcdji * 
acquainted, When Nabbes had .taken 
his leave. Sir Charles enquired his cha-c , 
ra^fter of Williams % who from:^ |>rinci.^ 

pic 
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Sic of tenderncls fpoke favourably (^ 
im, which convinced the good Gcntle- 
man, that Nabbes was a better man than 
hie had lately been difpoied to think 
him^ and feemed after that to behave to 
him with more chearfulneis. 

Sir Charles was lately married to a 

young lady of birth and fortune^ whofe 

maiden name was Otway. The lady: was 

qiiftrefs of a great deal of readings and 

was poCfefled of a very extraordinary. 

iinderftaodtng : (he was in her temper 

xather fedate than volatile : fhe took 

more delight jn the converfadbn of 

gentlemen of fenfe^ than in the faihion- 

able rounds of gaiety. She married 

Sir Charks as much from admiration; of 

his underftanding, as a pafllon for his 

peribn 5 flie loved and reverenced him j 

and he doated on her with a fbndnefs, 

unknown to thofe who have ,no rclifli 

for mental intercourfe. 

: Mifs Otway, the fitter of lady Man- 

deville, had more fprightlinefs, and that 

Jcind of wit which is known by . the 

uame of Flafliy : her peribn was rather 

foperior, and her temper the fysreeccfb 

in the world. Opulence, peace and 

love coincided in rendering this family 

happy > and Sir Charjcs took more de».» 

light 
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light in his academy at home, than in . 
any pleaiures abroad, which the md(t 
>exquifitc art could furnifti.— — Lady 
Mandeville and Mifs Otway were as fond 
of Williams as Sir Charles himfelf was* 
Mifs Otway,. who had a violent inclina- 
tion to be thought witty, and fupcrior 
to thofe about her, found her account 
in converling-with Williams 5 fhe drew 
from him thofe acute obfervations on 
fafliionable topics, which a man of his 
penetration could not help making ; and 
fhe retailed them again in company with 
the utmoft vivacity, and made herfelf^ 
fo much miftrefs of them, that none 
could fufpeft that any part of her wk 
was borrowed. As fhe enjoyed thefe 
advantages by converfing with Wil- 
liams, it was no wonder if fhe entef- 
tained a regard for hiin. Tho' ladjfr 
Mandeville wife fond of ^Williams, yet 
her turn being more fedate than her 
fifter's, fhe was equally fond of Nabbes, . 
who could reafon better, tho' not pleafe 
fo much as Williams. Sir Charles, who> 
tho* a man of fenfe, Was inferior to ei- 
ther of them, ufed often ,to decUre, 
that were ht a miniffer of ftiie, hte 
would have ^jskbbes for a fccrctary, ai)9k 
xWaUams for ft companion* ^ ' " "<^ ". 

, i^abbes^. 
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Nabbes, who found his intereft grow* 
ing with his patron, took care to rivet 
it, by the moft fervile fubmiflions and 
obfcquious behaviour. Williams con- 
verfed with Sir Charles upon ea(y terms ; 

. be ufed the freedom to diflent from his 
Opinion ; and he and Mifs Otway often 
held debates agsdnft Lady MandeviUe 
and her hufband, and ufually with fuc- 
cefs ; but Nabbes always efpouied the 

. fide on which Sir Charles engs^ed ; and 
as he was a fubtle reafoi^er, he was too 
powerful for Williams on any topic that 

demanded fevere attention. 

One day, while Sir Charles was at 

43inner with his lady and filter, he took 
occafion to obferve, that a place of a- 

.i)0ut 200 1. a year in a public ofiice was 
vacant, and afked . their advice whom 
Jie ftiould prefer to it, (as he had already 
received a promife from the perfon in 
whofe gift it was) Nabbes 'or Williams ? 
To which the lady anfwered, that it 
fcemed to be more fuited to the difpo- 
fition of Nabbes; and confirmed her 

Jiufband in his refolution of beftowing 
It on him. Mifs Otway turned pale, on 
hearing this converfation ; and as foon 
as decorum would permit, flie retired to 
her chamber^ and vented herfelf in tear^; 
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for fhe durO: not contradift her fifter, who 
by the partial fondnefi of her father^ 
had altnoit all his fortune given her, 
utrhile ihe vras left chiefly dependent on a 
maiden aunt. Mifs Otway was extremely 
mortified at the preference that was given 
to Nabbes, whom (he never could bear, 
as {he thought him artful and cruel 
She was a young lady of an unfufpe(5ting 
temper, and incapable of the leaft ap- 
proacI|es to hypocrify. Nabbes was put 
in pofieflion or the place, which gave 
Mr. Williams no pain 5 for the vice 
known by the name of envy, > which is 
immediately derived from hell, had 
never entered his IbuU nor did any 
mean pafiion lurk near 4\i$ heart.-^ 
Tho* Mr. Williams Ibpported a genteel 
appearance, by Mr. Edwards's mearts, 
yet he found his creditors- began to be 
clamorous, whathought they had a right 
to their demands from a man who fecimed 
fo far removed from the look of indigence. 
To rid himfelf of thefe troublefome vifi. 
tors, he had recourle to Nabbes.; for 
he was already aihamed of the trouble, 
he had given Mr. Edwards $ ^d he caw- 
fully avoided letting Sir Charles- knoWjoC 
his heceffitics ; and Nabbes very: cd^jK 
told him, he could not aSbrdtfi^liipf^'' 
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«m idle man.— ^Few minds are proof 
^gaimA the charms qf flattery. Nabbes 
put on the aj^Jcarance of gratitude j be 
^irrotc a book on purpofe tbet he might 
iiave an opportunity of dedicating it to 
his patron^ whom he footh'd in the 
.artful language of mean fycophants^ aod 
publifhed to the world the obligations he 
owed to him. 

Many months had not elapfed, till 
lady Mandeville received a letter from 
her maiden aunt, upon whom her fitter 
depended) full of reproaches agaiiift 
the young lady's conduft ; and amongft 
other fevere things was this j — **And who 
** is this fcUow, this beggar, this rillaifl 
** Williams, that tfarriot is fo fond of !- 
** Mean wretch \ in love with a.dependcnt! 
^a flave!" — This letter alarmed lady 
Mandevilk ; ihe was fond of her fitter, 
and feared that report had wronged her 
to .this rich fuperannuated aunt ^ but fbe 
Tefolved to communicate nodiing of it 
till ihe had heard again ifrom hen She 
^rote to her tlie extreme furprize into 
which the letter had thrown her, ndedar- 
<d her fitter's condufl: to be irreproach- 
able, and defired flie . nught expkin her- 
self further. The. aunt .wrote an an- 
iwcr^ wluch jcootained many Rfiexions 

on 
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on the advantages of birth, the dignity of 
blood, and the mcannefs of low aflbcia- 
tions ; and -inclofed in her letter an ano- 
nymous one, written ia a woman's hand, 
which had given her a full accelunt of 
Williams's vifiting the family, Mifs Har- 
riot's fondnefs for him, and the indecent 
freedoms Ihe permitted firm to take. Lady 
Mandeville wa^ now convinced that fome 
defigning perfon had injured her filter, 
^nd refolved to bring the affair to an 
eclairciflement. She confulted with Mr. 
Nabbes, before Ihc would venture to 
Ipeak erf it to Sir Charles, or even to 
Harriot herfelf. Nabbes exprefled great 
indignation at the behaviour of any perfon 
who Ihould thus endeavour to injure Mifs 
Otway : *' but, added he, have y<M^ ever 
*' had any fufpicions of her loving Jiim?" 
" — None, replied the lady, only for his 
*^ converfation." — Nabbes then dropped 
fome hints, — andobferved, " that reports 
•* had generf^ fome foundation j and 
** that he waslwry Mr. Williams fhould 
*^ be fo imprudent as to indulge any paf- 
" fion for one fo much above huu, or en- ^ 
" courage her to indulge one for him ; 
** and that the conduft was ungrateful."! . 
Wh^n this difcourfe was ended, Nabbeii ^ 
t<iok his leave, and thanked Lady Mande- 
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ville for the honour flie did him in cofl* 
fulting with him in fo delicate a point i 
and added, " that Jie would watch the 
" motions of Williams, and endeavour to 
** learn from him the real ftate of Mifs 
*' Otway's afFe6lions/* — The truth is, 
Mr. Williams had fo far infmuated him- 
fclf, without any dcfign, into this young 
lady's favour, that he was dear to her eyesj 
and however dependent his condition, Ihe 
tould not help loving him^ and admiring 
Jiis merit. Lady Mandeville waited the 
tiifcoveries of Nabbes, before Ihe refoived 
to put any thing in execution to prevent 
her filler's afFeftions from fixing them- 
felves on Williams, in which, however^ 
Ihe aded an impolitick part, for fhe gave 
rpore time for efFefting that purpo/e. 
, Nabbes, one day, called at. Lady Man- 
deville's, with a heart fcemingly over- 
charged with grief, and. had melancholy, 
painted on his brow. Her ladyfhip, im- 
. patient to know the caufe, alked him, 
*< what he had learned, concerning her 
** filler and Mr. Williams.?*' He anfwered, 
*^ that, it was with the utmoft reluftancc 
•*' he could now proceed to ;tdl her. — • 
«<J Williams, fays he, is of anrOgen temper, 
• *' an.^ when in.his cups,. the fecrcts of the" 
^^ deareft friends, he has ;in< the worlds are • 

« tfecn 
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^* then reveded, as entertainments tohij 
** company* I foy nd him the other even- ' 
" ingin this fituation': I told him that a 
" report prevailed of MifsOtvvay*s being 
" foon to be married to Mr. L t — ^, and 
** aflced him^ when he laft faw Sir 

" Charles ? Married to Mr. L ! fays 

^* he, then is there one fool more a dupe 
" to the apparent innocence of a girl— I 
" was quite fhocked at this, that there 
" could exift fo ungrateful a villain, a be- 
*' trayer, and a publifher of his treachery.*' 
Lady Mandeville, on hearing thefe expref- 
fions drop frdm Nabbes, was reduced to 
the moft piteous fituation ; ihe loved, ihe • 
doated on her fifter, and was now con- 
firmed of her dilhonoun She communi- ., 
cated her fufpicions, and the hints flie had 
received from Nabbes, to Sir Charles, who '^ 
tvis as much alarmed as his hidy. Sir 
Charles was of opinion, that whether the ' 
fufpicion was well-founded or riot, Wil-r 
liams ftiould be difmifle^i and defired his . 
lady to let him know ivwjth as taucK 
delicacy as poffible j arid that fhe fliould 
endeavour to learn the whOlc. truth from 
heffiftef. :',."., 

WWii Williams next called ';, at .Si^ 
Charleses, Lady Mandeville tobliio^cis^on. 
to tell him, that Sir Charles couM nc^laS; pr^? 
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lent provide for him ; and for certain rca- 
fons, did not chufe that he fhould continue 
his vifits. Poor Williams, on this occa- 
fion, looked confounded; he was con- 
fcious of no error he had committed, in 
point of tfehaviour, while he vifited there ; 
and as he had a heart above the meannefs 
of jealoufy, he could not even conjedture 
from what caufe this difmiflion proceeded: 
he aflced her ladylhip's permiflion to thank 
her and Sir Charles for the kindnefs they 
had fh.cwn ; and the privilege of taking 
leavp of Mifs Otway, in which laft requeft 
he was denied, and informed that fhe was 
a little indifpofed. 

Lady Mandeville, next morning, went 
into her fitter's bedchamber, and no fooner 
caft her eyes on her than flie burft into 
tears : Mifs Otway was aftonifhed at this 
behaviour \ (lie loved her filler with an 
equal tendernefs, and was anxious . to 
know the caufe of her diforder. Lady 
Mandeville, after many druggies with her 
heart, (for whenever Ihe attempted to 
fceak of difhonour, fo many tender ideas 
role in her mind, and (he fo fondly loved 
her. filter, that fhe loft the power of ut- 
terance) at laft, in thefe wdrds, addrcfled 
her. " My dear fifter, I know you love 
** me J as a fifter and a friend, Lhave a, 

- " queftio* 
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queftion to aflc, in which your honour 
is engaged: Will you pardon me for 
the fhock I am about to give, you r" — 
Honour engaged ! replied the innocent 
Harriot, honour engaged! My dear 
lifter, any queftion of yours fhall be 
anfwered by me with undifiembled 

truth. . Afk it.'" " Well then, 

Harriot, I hope you will not think jr.c 
cruel-," and then fhe clafped her in 
her arms, and kifled her. '* No cruelty, 
' my dear Lady Mandeville, can ever 
' come from you : what is this quefticnr'* 
Lady Mandeville then, with eyes 
fwimming with tears, and looking the 
moft tender affei^tion, thus fpake to 
her : " Have you, my dear fifter, hav€ 
*' you yielded your honour to Wil- 
** liams ?" — Thefe words, ^' honoifr t<> 
*• Williams !" were indeed an alarm to* 
Harriot, but fhe had a great deal of natu- 
ral fortitude j and fhe thus rep>lied : *^ Nik- 
** Lady Mandeville, iny 'honour is .friy 
" own : that I cOTtvi?rftd'. with arid 
eftcemed Wiliiaa^-S 1^4?^ ahove de- 
nying, and yoii k!ao\;V -U- fd be true;, 
but fpare your tendernefs on thac 
point; be afTured, my dear fifter, 
that your family Ihall never be' di{-, 
graced by me. I am left a dependent 

K 3 ** oii 


(C 

cc 


198 THE HIStORY OF 




c« 


on an aunt -, and I live by your*s and 
my brother's kindnefs -y but I am your 
•* filler; and though I fhared not the . 
*' fondnefs bf my fathlH?, yet I think I 
** inherit his honour : and by the dear 
** name of my much-loved Brother, now 
** abroad in the fervice of his country, 
I am as much above being tainted 
with that guilt, as he is above the 
" meanneis of cowardice.'* Lady Man- 
deville then made an apology for her fuf- 
picions, and defired her fitter to think 
no more of it, nor eyer to be uneafy at; 
thefituation in which jftie was left ; "for, 
" continued flie, it is the greateft part of 
" my happinefs to be able to promote 
•* yours." The twQ fillers parted at this 
time without any farther explanation; 
and Lady Mandeyille communicated to 
her hufband what had paffed between 
them. 

Nabbes had been able to taint Sir 
Charleses mind with infidelity ; the book 
he had written was in titled, " Reafon the 
only Direftrefs," in which fome fcruples 
are propofed concerning the truths or our 
holy religion, and the facred oracles of 
God arc treated with indignity. The 
book is full of fophiftry, falfe coi 

fions, and wanton fcepticifm. Sir Chi 

stod 
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and he held many converfations concern- 
ing thefc things, fometimes in the pre- 
fcnce of his lady, to whom It was un- 
pleafing to hear matters facfed called in 
qucftion ; and' when her opinion was 
afkcd, Ihe often anfwered, " that flic 
** would not renounce her religion, be- 
** caufe it taught her humility of heart, 
** patience, mcekncfs,. fidelity, and ho- 
** nour ; becaufe it inftrufted her how to 
*' behave here, fo as to be happy here- 
** after ; becaufe it infpired her with dc- 
" votion, taught her a confidence in 
** Providence, to check the firft rifes of 
** irregular paffions ; filled her mind with 
** an awe 01 that Being by whom the ut.- 
** moft boundaries . of the heart arc 
" fcarched, and raifed her love to him, ^ 
^ in the grateful commemoration of un- 
** numbered bleffings ; becaufe it open- 
** ed to her the profpefts of hereafter, 
" and fet before her eyes the glories, of 
^^ immortality ; becaufe it taught her to 
** forgive her moft ifvyeteratc enemies,. . 
'♦ to love her friends, her hufband, her 
*• brother and fitter; to do tiiatiy acTts o€ 
'* charity ; her brcaft to ble^d for the." 
** unfortunate, and her prayers /to ))(!l 
*' poured out for all mankind." 'Tf^,ff»,t 
wexc. the rcafoas I^ady M^pd^ville {lav^'''' 
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uhy fiie would never renounce her faith.*, 
and her reafons arc certainly unanfwerable 
fey the moft fubtle Ibphills in' the caufe 
of infideh'ty. 

' Williams was now di/card.ed, and 
Nabbes dreaded his being again taken 
into favour, and was refolved by all 
means to prevent it. He told wherever 
he went, that Williams was difmifled by 
Sir Charles Mandeville for debauching 
Mifs Otway; and told it with the moft 
aggravating circumftances againft him. 
He repeated the ftory lb often, that poor* 
Williams was attacked with it wherever 
he went, which though he moft folemnly 
denied, yet people, who are generally 
more difpofed to believe a bad than a 
good report, gave credit to it; and 
what troubled Williams, was, that the* 
lady, fpotlefsly innocent of the charge, 
iharcd equally the fcandal -, and that 
the crime of ingratitude was conne6led 
with it. 

The. frequent report of Williams^s de- 
bauching Mifs Otway reached Sir Charles, 
Lady Mandeville, and the young lady's 
own ears. The two former believed, 
and the latter was certain of its being a 
falfliood \ but could not help being grieved 
to have a fair reputation thus wounded 
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by the arrows of Slander. Nabbes de- 
clared that it muft be Williams •himfelf 
who fprcad this report, from a ridiculous 
vanity. Sir Charles and his lady cmbfa- 
ted this opinion, but Mifs Otway could 
ftot perfuade herfclf that Williams, \vho 
feemed to be of lb open and free a tem- 
per, could be capable of fo much bafc- 
nefs. Every day encreafed the rumour ; 
Mifs Otway's name was lecAhoed at eveiy 
drum; fhe could not appear abroad' 
without being pointed at; and all the 
Ugly let loofc their rage, and raifed their 
envenomed tongues againft her. Though 
Ihe had a high fpirit, this was grievous 
to her : the lofs of reputation, without* 
guilt, i% the moft deplorable calamity 
Lnto which a human creature can fall ! 
That amaabte being, whofe looks were 
innocence, whofe bofom was perfeft' 
foftnefs, and whofe heart never cot^ceived 
a bafe wifh, was traduced as ^ wanton 
ftrumpet, avoided, fneered, :and pointed 
at. This is indeed a trial of patience, * 
which demands fupernatural virtue to 
combat, 

• One evening flie %iicr\i to fee the play 
of the Fair Penitent* As foon as fe en- 
tered the fide-box,* a whifper rofr, and 
fhe obferved eyes direfted towui*ds-herr' 
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This was no more than the (hock Ihe 
cxpcfted; but, unluckily, in the very 
next box lat Mr. Williams, who inno- 
cently came there, without any knowledge 
of Mifs Ot way's being prefent. The 
lady who accompanied Mifs Otway, gave 
her notice of it, and told her that flie 
thought it would be prudent to retire -, 
which advice Mils Otway rejefted, as it 
would have given her detradtors room to 
triumph. 

During the play, which is far from- 
being a moving one, the tears ran down 
her cheeks in great profufion ; not from 
the tendernefs of the fcenes, but reflec- 
tions on her own condition. Thf laft. 
aft, however, contributed to encreafe 
the horror of her mind, and fhc^ went 
home overwhelmed with melawh^Jy: i* 
and that night fhe dedicated to £Q^t!;^%\ 
thinking. Whether the pl^y bad inipir'- 
ed her with impreflions, we cannot de- 
termine, but fhe that night meditated 
on murder. She pafled it in fleeplefs 
agitations, and ruminated on her ^ound-. 
ed fame. While fhe called religion tpr 
her afliflance, fhe flatted at the. thoughts 
of fuicide, of flapping herfelf of being,-, 
and rufhing into the prdence of enraged 
Omnipotence 5 but when fliame and re^.; 

proacli 
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proach rofc to her mind, flic could not 
€ndtire the thoughts of living, of living 
the by word of the world, and' the butc. 
of malevolent ridicule. In the morning, 
as foon as her-waiting^mald left her, be- 
ing under the influence of thefe lafl: pain- 
ful refle6tions, flie ftabbed herfelf in the 
fide : flie fliuddcred while fhe performed 
the deed, groaned, and fell upon her 
bed. The . maid, who loon returned^, 
was fliocked with this dreadful fight; 
her poor miftrefi lay weltering in her 
blood, her eyes had diftraftion in them»» 
and Ihe Ipoke the language of rnadnefs. 
The houfe. was foon alarmed, but by the 
prudence of Su* Charles, who felt upon, 
this occafioo more than can be cxprefled,. 
the accident was for fome hours.concealed 
from her fifter. A furgeon examined her 
wound, and gave hopes that it would nor 
prove mortal. Lady Mandeville was^ 
made acquainted with it,, and was in a 
condition to which no pen^. but one like 
Shakelpear's, can do juftice.. / ' " 
. 'Next morning Fferrior fiemed nttidfi^ 
eafier, and. the re were great expeflration^j'. 
of her recovery. She bianae<£ hcr/elf f^! ' 
the rafli attempt upon her jBffey. and cse^*' ' 
prefled fincere penitencb^v ** Si^^ a:s I;be^- , 
" licye>,. fays (he, (addrefiing ficr M'^r^ ' 
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** the (sonfequeriGes of this wound of my J 
** body, joined with that given to my # 
*• famey will . teririifiate in my death, I 
*' have one fequeft to make, and that is^ 
*' that in your and fir Charleses prefence^ 
** t may have an interview with Mr^ 
" Williams.*' This requeft it was not- 
feafonable to deny her ; and that after- 
ftoofl Mr. WiBiams was brought to lee 
her^ who fainted ^s loon as he entered 
the roam> by the dreadful fliock the lady's 
condition gave him. As foen as he was 
able to attend, Mifs Otwfly gave him heu 
hind, which he relpei^fuUy fiilTed. ^^ t 
•*' am dying, fays Ihe, Mr. Williamsy 
•' . and before I quit this world, I have 
•* oite thing to afk you, in prefence o£ 
*• my lifter and brother/* Upon her . 
addrefling him thus tenderly, he could 
not help burfting into tears, which de-- 
priced him a-whik of the power of ufteJ^- 
ance* Me then begged to know her • 
qijeftion, — which, in a few words,, was 
this :— ''^ Mr. Williams, are you a vil- 
** kin ?"— This interrogation muchama** 
ted hirft ^ he Was confcious of no villainy,, 
nor cov>Id ht underftand how Ihe could 
liripe<ft bin* of it He aiifwered,. thac 
he was dtonifhed at the queftion, and 
Wgged &€ might further explain her* 
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felf. — " Have you traduced my reputa^ 
** tion ? Have you boafted of ruining 
" me ? And have you added a falfhood 
" to ingratitude?" Williams then un- 
derftood her meaning ; fell on his knees 
before her, ahd called on the Judge of 
hearts to witnefs his oath, that he was 
perfedtly innocent of this cruel charge.— 
'* Did you ever^ fays (he, witnefs in me 
'■ any ligns of wantonnefs j or did you 
•^ ever offer a freedom inconfiftent with 
" the diftancc of your ftation^ and my 
** honour ?•' •' No, by all that's facred, 
replied he > I could feal it with my 
parting breath/*— The young lady's 
Ipirits were now fo much exhaufted, that 
floe could fay no more; and Williams, 
with a heart bui*fting with forrow, retired 
to his lodging, where he vented his grief 
in ftrains too loud and afFefting to be con- 
cealed from the people of the houfe where 
he then was ; he often uttered the words, 
*' Ppor Mifs Otway!" and* his heart 
fwelled with unutterable grief every tinpiie 
her image rofe to his mind. 

It may be proper here to penjark, that 
Williams had lately changej^ his lodging, 
for reaibns which may be :eafily affigned j 
and as he had a favourable opinion ai 
Ihe young woman who was kis kndladyi 

and 
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and to avoid the inexpreffible tumiilt into* 
which his own reflexions, encouraged by 
Iblitude, threw him, he invited her to 
drink tea with him. While they lat at tea, 
a. figh ftole involuntarily from him ; -and. 
the words, ^^ Poor Mi6 Otway !" were 
'often uttered,, and were ^ways accom- 
panied with a tear. — This young woman 
was greatly affedbed at Williams's diftrefs, 
aad foon gave him to underlland, that 
ibe knew fomething of Mifs Otway. 

' It is certainly a kind of pleafure, when 
vffy are in diftrefs, either for a deceafed. 
friend, or for the fuffering? of a living, 
©fie^ to meet unexpeftedly with a pferion« 
who has fome acquaintance with thofe 
for whom we mourn : They Ihare in our 
forrows, and mitigate our fufFerin^s by 
fympathyt, 

Williams finding; this girl a little ac- 
quainted with Mifs Otway *s, family, en* 
quired all the particufars (he kn?w con- 
cerning her. ** Has not (he, fays the young, 
^ 'woman, an auot, an old maiden lady, 
** who lives at — p ?^^ ^^ She has,*' replied* 
Williams. — ** I am. afraid then^ 'fay5 
flte, fome naalicioue perfon Has wrong- 
ed this young lady : I once tranfcribed. 
a letter which was given to my huf- 
** bandi for t4>a^. piirpofe, addrefled .to 
^ • ' " " thi^« 
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<* this qijdd^n aunt, in which there were 
" many iniinuations againft Mifs Otway* 
" with one of your name, perhaps your- 
" fcjf. And, added (he, I know not bjr 
^^ what means, but the original was 
*' never taken from me/* This cir- • 
cumftance amazed Williams, and in the 
impatience of curiofity, be demanded of 
his landlady a fight of it. — She foon put it 
in his hand, and upon his cafting his eye 
over it, he difcovered all the myftery of 
iniquity, the laboured fcheme of villainy 5 
he difcovered the hand-writing to be no* 
other than that of Nabbes. — Aftonffli- 
mentfucceedcd to curiofity, and he longed 
for the retura of the mornipg, tJiat he- 
might lay open the heart of one of the^' 
moft artful hypo<;rit€S that ever difgraced: 
human nature.. — 'As early as prudence ^ 
would permit, he called at Sir Charles's,, 
and defircd. to Ipeak .with' him immedi- 
aj^ely : he acquainted that wor4:h)^. man 
in private, witli: the difcovery-he had^ | 

made, fhcwfid. hihi the cii^inal letter,' l 

which confirmed?: him- in, the- trtjth of' . ; 
Williams's ailertJon, as he kti^w^h^ hrfriii. ' ^ 

writing toi beHat^bes/'s^ frdrn^ th^ fame^ 1 
n^s with that lupplkami^ tetter -once* 
fcnt to him. He acquainted l.ady*Man^ ' 
dcville. with it,, and. though MifeOlsiajfr^. 
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was then in a very weak ftatt, it was 
coniiriunicatcd to her. The obfcrvation 
ihe made on it was, " This is one evi- 
" dcnce more in favour of my innocence : 
** if my brother and fifter think me (o^ 
*' Ucan die without a groan." — Mr. 
Williams was requefted to ftay to dinner^ 
In the afternoon Mifs Otway grew ftill 
weaker; ihe found herfelf approaching 
to the end of her forrows ; and defired Sir 
Charles and Mr. Williams to be admit- 
ted, that (he might take an everlafting 
wcwel. When they entered the room, 
the dear young creature looked at them 
with fixed eves, which had almoft loft 
their vivacity. Here we may lay with 
the poet, 

Lifelefs the breait that charmM thie world before* 
And tbofe love-darting eyes maft roll no more. 

. She fpoke to Mr. Williams, and con- 
jured him te defend her charadler from 
malicious imputation, and aflert her in- 
nocence when flie was laid in the duft 'She 
thanked Sir Charles for all his tendernefs 
^apd affeftion, recommended her bleffing 
tQ her brother abroad, and wiflied him 
long life and happinefs. Sir Charles 
and Williams were melted with this ten- 
der fcenej Lady Mandeville was diflblved 
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tears, Harriot bid her corae near v fhe 
then threw her arms about her neck, and 
kifled her with an eagernefs which fpoke, 
that a long feparation wouU foon enfue : 
** O my fifter, faid the dying beauty, wiH 
** you refpeft my memory when dead, as 
you loved me living?" Lady Mandeville 
could not anfwer ; fhe fat and gazed at 
her, but could not fpeak. After bid- 
ding Mr. Williams and Sir Charles an 
eterhal Adieu, they quitted the room ; 
but her filler declared fhe would wait 
on her in her departing moments, and 
not leave her in the laft throws of ?ia- 
lure. 

About two hours before fhe died, fhe 
was in the foil poffeffion of her under- 
ftanding ; and while fhe lay in the arms 
of her fifter, fhe fpoke words to this 
efFe<5t. " My dear Lady Mandeville, I 
have many errors to repent : thofe le- 
vities which I once confidered as per- 
fefbly innocent, appear now to me 
chequered with guilt, and my foul is 
alarmed with apprebenfions. The 
beauty which the world told me I pof- 
fefled, has betrayed; me into many fol- 
" lies ; the admiration I courted, wa&^ 
•* dearly purchafed. I thought th^ hours 

'* too 
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iBaort for pleaferc : could they be 
^^ r^SBiledy thofe fquaiidcred moments^ 
?^* would upbraid mc. I have cheated 
^* time ; now it has done with me, and 
*' O ! I fear, will cheat mcofmy foul.—* 
I have not always been fincere •, I have 
fuffcred admirers to form escpeftations. 
•* whith I never intended to grati^fy j' I 
** have wantonly inflided pain j and I 
♦* have thought too contemptuoufly of 
♦* thofe enemies, whofe (lander has noyt 
<* fubdued me. And O \ my lifter, this 
** faft aft, this violation of my own life, 
•♦ freezes my blood J Is heaven fo fnttiriit 
** with mercy, as to forgive one Bkc 
*^ me!' Will it no€ be prefumptioHi tx^ 
•* expeS: it ?** Lady Mandeville endea- 
voured to footh the inquietudes of her 
mind, by telling her, that to defpadr of 
mercy, was to afSoht that Being, whofe- 
** tender mercies are over all his works.'*' 
Mifs Otway could make no reply, but 
with eyes turned to heaven, ofFeted a 
prayer, which thofe benevolent Spirits 
who watch round the bed of repenting; 
finncFS, waft to the throne of Forgive- 
nefs. In about half an hour fhe expired, 
.ai^ her laft words were, " O the young 
** heart ! how it will ftruggle before it 
*^ is fubdued." — Lovely penitent, if thou. 

aft 
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art npt admitted intso die featsof blcfled^- 
nt(s^ Heavenf^aaot be merciful. 

Sir Charts w^s not then in a condition 
to fliew ^ny refentnacnt ^gainft Nabbes* 
only commanded that if he fhould call al 
hi^ hcmfe, that admilSion ihouid be fternlf 
denied him. It is the perpetual misfor- 
tune of thofe who deal in falfhood,, not 
to be uniform and fufliciently cautious of 
a difcovery. This villain was at laft en- 
tangled in his own toils ; for though he 
y^ ti^Q cvinningefl: of hypocrites, yet was 
he dgfeat<^d by an aS: of fimplicity, ift 
f^fferJHg the original of a ktter which 
w^ c^^^ted by malice, |:o rienuan in th^ 
hands of the' tranfcriben tie by alt 
inean^ w^nfod ^itliams to bediicarded 
by Sir Charles MartdcviUe, and fell uport^ 
this prpel method of performing ic. The 
young M^oman's hulband, with whom he 
Ji^d eritrufted the fccret, was a cli^tkVtQ^ 
der him, but who, it feems, had a betCbf 
heart than her hu&andj for though fh^ 
durft not refu/fe to tranfcribe it, yet ihe 
took the firft ojiportunity of doing the 
young lady jufttce, which ProvidSnipe or^ 
dered ftoukl iffuc in the confufion erf* 
Nabbes, whofe Wicked jconcrivance proved 
fatal to Sir Charles's family.; for Lady 
MatideviUe n^ver could recoarer the fhock 
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of her fitter's death : She fell inta a gal- 
loping confumption, and in two months 
left Sir Charles in the melancholy (late 
of widowhood, and died, as fhe lived, 
tiis faithful, virtuous wife. Thefe were 
the confequenx:es which flowed frojn the 
machinations of Nabbes : His patron, 
whoraifed him from diftreft, was made a 
melancholy mourner ; one of the faireft 
ornaments in the gallery of Beauty pe- 
rilhed ; an amiable faint died of grief; 
and a ppifoned arrow was direAed againft 
the breafl of his unfufpe£bing friend. 
jOf Nabbes. lihall at prefent^ conclude, 
in the ftrohg expreflions of an anonymous 
novellift upon an occafion fimilar to this,— 

Heaven will punifli him -, we expeft 

it from its juftice." 

Though Williams ftood ever after this 
^ifcovery very high in Sir Charleses 
efteem, yet he was not immediately pro- 
vided for ; Sir Charles fell into a me- 
lancholy , arifirig from this accident, fel- 
dom vifited the- court, or appeared 
abroad ; and as Mr, Williams knew that 
performing vifits to him only renewed 
his griefs,, he made tKem the lefs fre- 
quent : he w^s afterwards expofed to 
various neceflities, and was fubjeft to 
che power of his creditors, 3,€ the time 

he 
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he met with our heroine, to whotn we 

fliall now return. 

His orrandfather had now made a will 
in favour of another perlbn, who was a 
diftant relation ; but that pcrfon falling 
under his difpleafure, in a peevifh fit he 
burnt it, and before he had time to make 
another died, in the ninety-fourth year , 
of his age, regretted by none ; and as no 
will was found, his grandibn was heir 
at law. 






CHAP. XXVIL 

DURING the time, that Charlotte 
was confined, Mrs* Banks lay with 
her, and, except about neceflary bufinef§, 
was fcldom many hours abfent. The 
next morning Mrs. Banks went early: 
out, and left Charlotte to entertain the . 
two expeded vifitors alone. About ten . 
o*clock Mr. Williams came. It is natural ; 
to fuppofe that he had communicated to 
his; friend the whole circumftarice of the 
fifty pounds, and fatisfied him coiicernin|; ' 
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hk honour fefft^ affair. He entered 
the room with unufual chearfulnefs, and 
«fter the mbrning lalutations were over, 
Jie took out a pocket-book, and opening 
it, prefented the bdy V^ith a note of fifty 
^pounds; ** This, fays he, h payment 
of the tnoncy which a fatal neceffity 
obliged me to oife, contrary to my 
'^ inclination i and here, dear lady, is 
^ the intereft for it-,'* and then put in her 
hand five notes for the fame fum, 
which he entreated her ,to accept, as 
«n acknowledgment of his gratitude, 
•an acquittal of the obligation, and an 
evidence of his honour, Charlotte re- 
fufed accepting this extraordinary pre- 
sent, for fhe began now to be extremely 
timorous,- and to phce but little confi- 
dence in the profeffions. of men, till fhc 
IhouM cdnfult with Mr^. Banks j but 
Mr. Williams ftril preffing her, (he was 
prevailed upon at laft to accept them. 

As foon as Mrs'. Banks returned, Char- 
lotte found herfelf under a neceflity <Jf 
divu%mg to her the prefeht ihc Sid ft- 
"Ctived •, and in order' to cleaf up the mUt- 
ter folly, flie likewifc let her into tile 
afiair of tht fifty pounds Beau Hewit 
eat'e her, the Ciixumftattcc' Which hip- 

^^ned to^Iidf tfrhen it» went to change 

^r- it. 
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it, and the gmtitude of Mr. Williams, 
which difcovered itfelf in tnaking fo great' 
a prefent. Mrs. Banks feemed pleafed 
with what h^penred, Md entercainecf 
feme hope, that the ftorm would Mvf 
begin to fubiide, and thait happinefs was 
yet in referve for Charlotte, though Ihe 
was confcious of one circumftance to 
doud it, of which as yet this young lady 
was ignorant. Mr. Edwards, who was 
expefted to breakfaft, did not come; 
hut when they were fat down to tea in 
the afternoon, he made his' ^p^e^ance. 
I affc pardon, fay^ he, for difappoint- • 
ing you in the moming, but curiofity 
" led me to hear the tri3 of the galiaftt 
" Captain Seymour, who was thi^ day 
■" caft for his life.'^ Upon his uttering ' 
thefe words, ChartotJEe dropped frdm fcer 
feat ;. fhe was fupported by IVIrs. B^s^ ^» 
and feinted away in her aims* Thfe • 
circumftance alarmed Mr. Edwards, wh«P» ; 
was quite a ffntnger^ to any conntfti^n*^ 
between them. Charlotte being redb- •' 
vered, he exprefTed his concewi for be^ - 
ing innocent^ theicatife oPht^r- diftrefs: 
" But^ added he^ if tiiatf -yoorig'gisntfe- « 
** man is dear ttx ymuy fc cM give f^ ■ 
*^ fometsomftirt: a hdv jaf 'hii hb^ ."9^^ 
fl not be Dcwdbedi he it las &te of Ae ^ 
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*^ Icing's pardon as I am that now talk 
** -to you. There were fo many circum- 
** ftances in his favour, and his chara<5ter 
*^ appeared (o unblcmilhedly excellent^ 
** that his majefty will no more fuffer fo 
** worthy a maa to die, for an aft which 
** was rather ralh tlian dilhonourable^ 
*' than he. will pardon a fecrct murderer, 
*•* or a midnight affaflin.*' 

Charlotte, wlK>fe mind had been ftrong- 
ly agitated by the unexpefted knell which 
Mr. Edwards had given to her heart, 
began aow <o be a little more oompofed ^ 
and as her ciwiofity excited her to know 
the particulars of fo ftrange an event, 
Ae iblicited Mr. Edwards to give as mi- 
nute a detail as poffible of all the cir- 
cumftances relating to the caufe which 
bix>u^ht Capt, Seymour to a trial, as well 
as his behaviour during his trial. But, 
before we attend to Mr. Edwards, it 
will be proper to account for Charlotte's 
being entirely ignorant, till that time, 
of the tranfaftion between . Beau Hewit 
and Seymour. 

■ After the Captain had parted with 
Charlotte, he was induftrious to find Beau 
Hewit, in order to chaftife him for the ' 
bafenefs of betraying her into the hands 
of a yiUain, He next day dined at a 
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tavern in P ^, where he met with 

Lord Flutter, and killed him who was 
his Pander : he furrendered himfelf im- 
mediately to a magiftrate ; and a court 
of juftice fitting foon after his furrendcr, 
he was brought to his trial. The next 
day after Charlotte's return from the ta- 
vern, under the proteftion of Captain 
Seymour, flie was infulted by Mrs. Mills, 
who infolently demanded the money due 
to her ; and the very morning after that 
fhe fet out for the bank, and met with 
the difafter which Mr. Williams occa* 
fioned. In a few days Ihe was thrown 
into a gaol, before the affair between 
Hewit and the Captain had made any 
noifc : Mrs. Banks indeed heard of it, 
but then ftie induftrioufly concealed it 
from Charlotte, becaufe it would be add- 
ing an additional afflidHon to one already 
too much opprefled with mifery, 

C H A P. xxviir. 

^TT^HE crime for which Capt. Scymotir 

m was tried, wa.n the killing one 

>dlewit, a perfidious villaih, who watited 
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to betray to the diflionourable embraces 
of a peer, a young lady whom he ad- 
drefied, called^harlotte Granville. The 
Captain, upon killing him, immediately 
lurrendered himfelf to a magiftrate ; and 
though he might have made his efcape, 
he fcorned it. — There were prefent at his 
trial a circle of the fined company I have 
ever ieen, which made the place have 
more the appearance of a drawing-rooni 
tlian a feflions-houfe. The ^Captain's be- 
haviour was uniform and manly 5 he did 
not feem to brave juftice,- bu t. rather fub- 
mit to. its decifion with a refignation, 
tC'bich was a proper medium betwejea 
boldnefs and dejeftion. While he feem- 
cd^O(icerned for what had happened, his 
concern was that of a foldier ; his fpirit 
was above abjcftnefs, and his mind fu- 
perior tp fear.— Ob,« Bluiler, the coun- 
cil againft him, operied the caiifc with 
unparalleled virulence and* malice; and 
while he fliewed his zeal in influencing 
die jury, he demoinftratedj a;t the fame 
time his want of eloquence and power of 
perfuafion.. This .egregiQua.coxcomb run 
on for an-heup and a haJf with ridiculous 
fuftian V (and. yet. he has the charader of 
a fine- lawycfi which haj;' often' tempped 

ine to- think, ' that^a great'^laVryci^'is aho- 

*• " •* ^ • ^ • . "' ' thcr 
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thcr word for a dunce) bwt the coxcon 
never confidered, that he had no bufin< 
to declaim upon the nature of the < 
fence ; for where the law has eftablifh 
particular punifhments for particu' 
crimes ; all that's neceffary to be dor 
is to prove the faft, in order to conv 
the criminal ; and the law has provid 
the reft. Were a man to be tried foi 
crime, for which no punifliment is i 
tied, bur is to be difcretional, then 
becomes neceflary to open the nature 
the crime and difplay its heinoufnei 
but when that is not the cafe, all dec 
mations upon the crime, all addrefles 
the paflions, are unwarrantable expe< 
ents to influence a jury, and oug 
never to be pradifed in an Englifli coi 
of juftice. 

After Counfellor Blufter had ended 
unintelligible jargon, the court were j 
ing to proceed to the examination of \v 
neffes, when Captaiii Seymour told t 
court, that he would faye them troub 
by openly d^clarimg, that he wa$ unhap 
enough to kill Hewit»- .while he was i 
der the influeQce of-lj||l|)aflion, enflan: 
by the greateft jip^^f tipn which jr 
could have* 
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** I deny notj my lords, that I killed 
** him ^ I have too much honour to diC- 
** guife the truth ; my heart bleeds for 
** the offence which I have committed 
" againft fociety, though I cannot drop a 
*' tear of pity for the bafe villain my 
** hand has flain ; but fince his blood 
** has now atoned to me for his guilt, 
** juftice, the laws of fociety, the laws of 
** my country, the rights of humanity, 
.** demand my blood for that which I 
** have ftied.' 

' This fhort fpeech, uttered in a tone 
of voice not broken by agitation, but 
rather expreflive of ferene firauiefs, af- 
feSed ,all who were prefent -, many a ra- 
diant' eye dropped a tear, and not a heart 
was unmoved but the bafe inhuman 
heart of Counfellor Blufter. The coun- 
' cil for the prifoner begged leave to call 
fome witneffes to the charafter of tbek 
'client, which were all gentlemen of the 
fifft figure in life,' and of reputation for 
probity. It would be too tedious to enu- 
merate what was faid by each ; 1 fhall 
only obferve, that one Major Meredith 
was caljed, who, out of zeal for the Cap- 
tain, made an unnecef&ry confeflion of a 
weaknefs of his own; which fervcd, how- 
ever,, greatly to iPuftrate the honour of 
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bis friend, . ** To (h€w, fays he, that 
Captain Seymour is not a man of blood,* 
I had the misfortune once, while i 
was governed by an unruly appetite, 
to quarrel with him. I next morning 
" feht him a challenge, which, in compal- 
fion to me, he would not accept •, and ia 
place of meeting me to decide a trivial 
** difference, about a love affair, by the- 
/* fworJ, when in all probability I fliould- 
" have fallen, he lent me this letter."" 
The council then moved it -might be 
read, which the court agreed to ; and as- 
I am well acquainted with Major Mere- 
dith, he fufFered me to take a copy of ir, 
which I did in court. Mr. Edwards, tl^eaj 
read as follows : . . t 

•^ Dear S'ir,. 

^'^ I RECEIVED vour challenge 
** which! think proper not to accept, 
** thank God, I can call thole officers anX 
" foldiers, who witnefled my behaviour- 
** at Foncenoy, as living. evidences of 
'^^ my courage- . The affair about .wiii<:h(> 
'* we quarrjjed is a trifle. ^■Th^^li^^^' 
" of a foldier mould be referved O^fiow^ 
*' in aiibbler caufe : Love is blinrt^ i*<*r^x 
*' ftntment mean, and tafte^cappti^usw. 
♦• In the Coot'^hours of realoSj tiijiHis :0^: 
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** thfe, and I am perfuaded you will 
** condemn your own conduft by ap- 
•* proving mine. 

Yours, &c.'' 

When this letter was readj there was 
a whilper of general applaufe ; and every 
one fcemed interefted in the fate of this 
gallant young captain. Charlotte ex- 
preffed great fatisfaftion upon hearing 
this, account, which- received (by Mr*^ 
Edwards's dignifie.d manner in relating 
a llory) a great many additional and ftrik- 
ing ornaments, which, the pref^t bio- 
grapher cannot give it. Charlotte was? 
BOW fufficiently compofed to bear a part 
in the fucceeding converfation, which 
Ihe did with fo much fuccefs, that Mr. 
Edwards retired with hjs friend, not a 
Kttle touched with the interview, and hia^ 
afieftlons not fo much at his own diipo&T 
^$ when he came in. 
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C HAP. XXIX. 

WE have noy feen a train of events, 
Avhich ho\vev^r uncxpefted were 
yet true, by which Charlotte's fortune 
deemed to rife, and all calajnity ftowing 
^from indigence removed. 
' The next morning (he quitted her 
Tefidence, ^long with Mrs. Banks, who, 
as flie had borne^art of all our hcroine*s 
diftrefles, was in titled^ to partake of her 
"good fortune likewife.;- -apd Charlotte 
^had too itiuch honour ''and gratitude in 
her nature not to expreis the mod: livc- 
'4y evidences of it to her amkblb bene- 
-faftrefe. " • ' 

, Mrs. 'Banks and Charlotte took lodg* 
ings together in a ftreet pretty far re- 
moved from the refidencc of that odious 
creature Mifs Wafp. 'But however cafy 
her circumftances now -^cre, vet y tier 
mind underwent a thoufahd diftraftibns 
on account of Captain Seymour, whofe 
fate was not yeit determined; and' whom 
fhe loved ftill the morepaffionateJy fei^^ 
being in diftrcfe.' '* * .' - *-' /7*^!K^ 
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I hope the reader will not cenfure her 
prudence, if in company with Mrs. Banks 
fte vifited her lover while he lay under 
fentence of death : if he does, I fhall 
make no apology, only obfervc, that he 
muft be a hard-hearted, unnatural, . ma- 
levolent being, and a ftranger to the per* 
turbations, the painful anxieties, the 
nameicfs follicitudes of love. 

The firft interview between Captain 
Seymour and Charlotte was too tender to 
admit of defcription. The reader who 
has feeling will ihare in it, and experi- 
ence the fame kind 6f emotion which 
the lovers did on their meeting in a pri- 
fon. It was for Charlotte Captain Sey- 
mour was in this fituation ; and that 
thought infpired her breaft with a tender- 
nefs^ in which gratitude, pity, love, and 
cfteem, were all ingredients •, and that 
. tendemels vented itfdf in tears of tranf- 
port mixed with pain. 

There began to be fome doubt whether 
Captain Seymour fhould receive his Ma- 
jefty's pardon. The friends of Lord 
Jt'lutter did all they could to prevent a 
true reprefcntatioji of the cafe to reacji 
the royal ear, while the friends of Sey* 
rnour folicited an audience in vain. At 
laft they fell upon a method which hap- 
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pUy proved fuccefsful. It has been re- 
marked, that there was a brilliant appear- 
ance of ladies, as well as gentlemen^ at 
the trial of Captain Seymour ; and they 
made choice of one, whofe influence, 
wherever fhe comes, is irrefiftible ; andb 
who was obferved xipon that occafion to, 
exprefs the overflowings of humanity by- 
fighs (which in the language of poetry^ 
are the breezy powers of love) ; to folicit 
an audience of his majefty, and. give a: 
reprefentation of Captain Seymour's cafe.. 
Mean time our fuffering lovep bore his. 
fituation, this fevereft trial in the power 
of adverfity, with a manly Ipirir^ When. 
Charlbtte was prefent,, he was fomerimcs. 
overcome with tendernefs -, and while he; 
gazed at her beauties, as one who was: 
foon to bid an eternal adieu to love and^ 
fublunary happinefs, he mtlted into^ 
tears : like a miferable wretch who is jult 
about' to fuff^r by the hands of an execu-- 
tioner, he takes his laft look of the funV 
with inexpreflible tumult,, the fun which* 
is to rife on him no more. Let. not bra- 
very mock this tendernefs of the gallanr 
young fufferer ^ remember the lines off 

'ihomfoti^ 
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,■ ■ Tears «re oo reproach; 

^%ey oft look comely on the manly tiieek» 

*rhe cruel cannot Weep. 

Decency and a regard to charafter for- 
bid Charlotte from making her vifits long 
<Sr frequent. Had fhe been the wife of 
Captain Seymour, fhe would never have* 
left him in that gloomy period ; like the 
Belvidera of Otway, fhe would have made 
Jher arms a pillow for his head, 

: Oept to his bofom, pour'd the balm of love 
Into kift breaQ, and kifs*d him to his jq&. 

One day, while fhe and Mrs. Banks 
were with him, a fervant who attended 
upon the Captain; being called fuddenly 
into the room, threw them into the.moft 
cxquifite agonies. The poor fellow was 
in tears ; and Captai« Seymour gueffing^ 
^the cauie, aflced him boldly, if the war- 
rjint was come for his execution ? To 
which he replied bluntly, that the gaol- . 
keeper told him it was to come to-mor- • 
Vow. The execution^ and to-tnorrpWy 
were founds of death ! They were a knell 
to the heart, againfl which humanity . 
could not fuccefcfuUy flruggle ! The 
Captain pajjght Charlotte in his arms^ 
who i^tkitd, diitic if QV A execution \ and 

Whilci 
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-while he ^as cndeavonring to recover 
her, he was fo overcome with tendernefs, 
and the alarm which the immediate prof- ' 
peft of death gave him, that he was 
thrown for fome time into a ftate of in- 
fenfibility. Never was a more diftrcfsful 
fcene ! never did lovers feel agonies more 
acute ! As foon as ftrength was reftored 
to them, they agreed to take an everlaft- 
ing farewel, as the Captain could not 
bear another interview* He attempted - 
it, but in vain ; for the tender lady fainf- 
cd away, as foon as he offered to throw 
his arms about her neck, Almoft Itfelcfs, 
and beyond feeling, it Was thought ex- 
pedient Ihe (hould be carried home in a . 
chair. Let *lovers judge what Captaih 
Seymour felt ; every tinhe he looked aft 
her his foul was melted,-' be fished and 
gazed; ^vt could, not part -, and thanks 
to the mercy of an equitable monardi, 
and the intetpdfftion of* in amiable lady, 
their parting was rendered 'more com- 
fortable. . . 

While the loven wfere ih. thefe agd- 
. iiies, the gaol-ke?per rudely entered; >but 
-with a tone tnt)re/ibftencd^ Aaft ^ifual; 
"he told them^ -tfbkt a , 'lidy demanded 
. immediate admittance. O tiow quick Is 
hope i thipy^ conceived her errand muft 
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be favourable ; and when ihe iippeared, 
they were more compofed than could 
have been expected. This was no other 
than the fame amiable lady who. had io- 
licited the king. She had charms which 
could even teach, a prilbn to fmile ;. and 
her ejes, which ftolc their beams from 
heaven, could diipel the naelancholy gloom 
of that place of hor-ror. 

This amiable lady, who was not more 
beaiuiful than good, foon informed the 
lovers the fuccefe (he had met with, and 
alTwed Captain Seymour, that in a fey 
hours he would have hiis pardon and li- 
jjerty. She did it witk lb condefcending 
and obliging an air, which fpoke a tea- 
dernefs of heart, a certain benevolence 
of difpofition, which, united with fuch 
unparalleled charms^, rendered, her both 
^ in inoral and natural excellence, the com- 
pleateft of her fex. Curiofity^ no doubt, 
induced her to be the meflenger of this 
, news herfelf, that fhe might witnefs thft 
behaviour of a man of fo extraordinary 
.charadler, in fo extraordinary circum- 
- llances> whofe ftory had made, fo great^a 
noife^ and employed the converfatiwi of 
the town ever fince the accident happen- 
ed. As the lady had told him, fo it feH 
outs he had foon ah- opportynity of 
. ; ' ' c. . > ' . ^ thirikinjg 
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shanking her at her own houfe, which h^ 
performed as^ foon as he had paid a fhort 
vifit to his Charlotte, whahad now, more 
than ever, the entire pofleffion of his 
heart. He confidere^ her tende? nefs for 
.him,, whik under fentence of death ; and 
as fhe told him all the difafters which, had 
happened to her, fmce the night of 
relcue ifrom the hands of the intamous 
tord. Flutter, their hearts became mutu.- 
. ally united,, the marriage of fouls was 
already performed ; *and in the pleafing 
anxieties, of courtfhip, I fhall leave the 
two lovers, till fome material incidents 
(which happened in another family) Ihail 
be difclofed.. 
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FROM the time of Cagtain,SejatiQur'3 
killing Beau Hewit, ^lid his. irceiv^^ 
ing his pardon, empbyed about;alnibnth, 
during which time. Mr. Blandford,. (the 
.fuppofed father of our heroine) was ne?- 
ceflarily upon a journey, and confeqvieiTtl^ 
had received little or no intelligence *cwi^ 
. . • * cerning 
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4%ming it till his return to town ; hvtt 
us all Captain Seymour's relations yrcxt 
alarmed^ fuch of them who had any 
power or intercft, repaired to the me- 
tropolis, upon fo lingular an event, 
amohgft whom was a family with whicli 
he will be foon intimately connefted. 

From the idea we have g^iven of Mrs. 
Blandford, the reader will not be much 
difpofed to think favourably of her 5 and 
as fhe was a fury in her temper, there 
were fevcral domeftic broils between her 
hufband and her. Whenever jarrings 
happen between the wedded pair, then 
is there the faireft: opportunity for the 
fons of Induftry, who lie in wait'fbr prey^ 
to exert themfelves with fuccefs. 

Silr John Lace, who continued ftill to 
tti&t at Mr. Blandford's, faw thefe ^ 
mily differences with, pleafure : he endear- 
vourcd to improve them ; and while he 
flattered bis wife, • he at -the dfamc .time 
did all he could to exafperate the hufband. 
He took the opportunity of Mr. Bland- 
f prd^s abfence, to addreft his wife in the 
terms of alcnrer; and by his protefta- 
*ions, which her own wantonnefs -difpo- 
fed her to believe, fhe yielded, and he 
enjoyed. It is a moral and a true obfer- 
ilfatwh, TJiat there is no fccurity but itfc 
'- '' ' virtue^ 
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virtue. Notwithftanding all the recre( 
with which this adultcrefs intrigued, h 
unppopitious ftars dirifted a difcovery 
it, when (he leaft cxpeded it could ha 
pen. Mr. Blandford, who maintained 
coldnefs towards his wife, gave himfi 
no trouble to write to her from tl 
country, or give her any account as 
the time of his return. ^ * 

One evening, after Sir John Lace hj 
drank tea with her in her bedchambi 
they engaged an intrigue ; and as bi 
luck would have it, before the amo 
was finiftied, Mr. Blandford, .who h{ 
unexpeftedly returned, endeavoured 
open the door, and finding it bolted, fo( 
difcovered who he was, by aflcing if at 
body was there. Few people are wi 
and wicked at the fame time ; by 1: 
afking this queftion, it was plain he h; 
heard nothing to alarm him, and corti 
quently bad' they remidned quiet, th 
perhaps had gone undifcovered. Bi 
Mrs. Blandford, ftruck with this vi; 
from her hufband, which wa^ never k 
welcome, was onlyj JttenilVe hoty to a] 
pear innocent in . his eyes, 'land to thro 
guilt upoti her gallant; and in conf 
qucnce of this, lUce th^ wifeof j^tiph 
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of old-, fhe had reeourfe to a ftratagem : 
flie immediately Ihrieked out with a voice 
which denoted diftraflion, let in her huf- 
band^ and falling at his. feet, bleffed him 
a thoufand times for his fealbnable com- 
ing to. refcue her from a rape, which his 
perfidious friend was about to commit 
upon her. She counterfeited innocence 
and diftrefs fo well, that the hufband's 
Ecfentmcnt was entirely direfted againft 
Sir Jphn Lace, whom he called a thou*- 
land times a villain -, and in the violence 
pf his pafllon ftruck him a. blow. This: 
blow roufed Sir John's fury; he had 
bore his epithets with patience, becaufc 
he was confcious he delerved them, and 
intended to have taken no notice of what 
proceeded from his tongue only; but 
when he received an ignominious blow,, 
he could no longer remain, unagitated ; 
he then forgot he was to blame, and 
thought of nothing but refcntment. At 
that time it luckily happened that neither 
of them had a fword, or one muft have 
ftUen ; but Mr. Blandford, who had fpirit 
enough to refent fo bafe an infult, chal-. 
lenged him to fight Hext morning, the 
other as willingly accepted of it, and in 
this terpper <leparted. What refulted ia; 

the 
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the morning, fhall be related in the 
enfuing chapter 5 ia which if the reader 
expeds a duel^ he will be difappointed. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

IT is in^poifible for a man of good fenfe 
to approve of a wicked conduct ^ 
. however mifguided by his appetites,, he 
may for fomae time plunge nimfelf into 
the labyrinths of luxury and fafhionabte 
excels. 

Upon Sir John Lace's returning honrKi, 
(after the llrange adventure juft now re- 
lated) he fat down ferioufly to refled on 
' his conduft, and the confequence . of a 
duel next day. Reafon fuggeftcd to 
him, that he had much injured Mr. Bland- 
ford j he had injured him under confi- 
dence •, he was his: unfufpefted friend, 
and yet, like a fixiilinff, hypocrite, he had 
feduced the wife- oT* his bofoip, than 
which no greater pfi^nce can be com* 
. mitted, unlefs hel^ jggttfetrated mur(3et* 
^When he reflefted ni^littje. du$>c .4if- 
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trafiaons rofe Upon him. '^ Shall I ihed 
*^ the blood of a man I have in one ienfe 
'* alreadjr murdered ! Did not I endea- 
vour to betray to criminal embraces 
a daughter upon which, he doated! 
^ Have not I been the means of her 
being abandoned by her father ! Per- 
haps fhe is now expofed to beggar/ 
•* and wretchednefi, or, what is yet more 
dreadful, perhaps is fupported by the 
price of her innocence ! Have not I, 
^* in all diefe re^&s^ -afted-the part of 
.'* a vSkin \ a bettaycfr ! a mul-dtitr !" 
Thefe F(ffle£tions made a deep impfcf- 
<fiofi on his mind, while «t>f he ^f^ne tinfe 
'4ie €Ould not but with kidignafion think 
of the treacherous behaviour of Mrs. 
31andford, 'Who, prdvided flie could gra- 
tify any ef lier appfetit^, ceted not If 
'thoie who were criminal with her fhouM 
-next minute be facrificed. He blUlhed, 
'^hen he reflefted that he had made an 
-attempt to ruin Fanny by her inftiga- 
tion J and in proportion as virtuous fen- 
timents rofe in his mind, Ke abhdrred 
the detefted hypocrite who had coincided 
with him in a mutual violation of honour. 
Under the influence of tbefe thoughts, 
he determined to avoid the duel, to 
throw himfelf at Mr. Blandford's feet, 

and 


•J'. 


:w>* 


FANNY SEYMOUR. 23$ 

and open all the fcene of horror to Jiim ; 
to confefs his own perfidioufnefs, and dif- 
clofe the true chara6ter'of his wife. 

If^fbme readers (hould be enraged 
againft Sir John for this refolution of 
expofing Mrs. Blandford, let them con- 
fider how unworthy (he was of having 
any fecret df hcr's remain impenetrable. 
Did not fhe lay a fcheme for ruining a 
helplefs orphan, who had never offended 
her? Did not flie, to fave the appear* 
ance df her o^n innocence, fall upon an 
expedient for the twiirder of 'her gallant ? 
And was not eveiy ftep Ihe took; tbs 
eonfequence of fomc concerted mifchicf? 
Is there any thing in her charaifter which 
looks like amiable? And what quality 



ed, the molt fcruptilous in the aB^ir^. ^f 
gallantry cannot much blame Sir John 
for his refolution. — But whether this dei^ 
fence i^fatisfadory or no, is not mate* 
rial ; as an hidorian, I am obliged to relatQ 
the truth without deviation. - 

Next morning Mr. Blmdfyvd and Sir 
John were punftUal to their -Appoint- 
ment, which gave Mrs. Blandford very 
little uneafinefs ; flie cared not which of 
them fell 5 ihe hoped that one wowld be 

killed. 
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killed. As foon as Sir John approached 
Mr. Blandford, he defired to converfe 
with him privately for an hour, and to 
remove fu^icion, ofiered.to lay by his 
fword, till the interview fhould be over% 
When the two luitagonifts were retired^ 
Sir John then revealed the whok circum- 
ftances already taken notice of; he con- 
jfefled, that, encouraged by his wife, he 
had formed a fcheme to ruin his child i 
that he never intended to marry her.; 
and that he had forged letters from him 
to her, advifing. her to accept his ofier : 
That he believed his daughter was 
really betrayed at Richmond ; and her 
guilt, if it could be called fo,, admitted 
^f many alleviations, which he then took 
occafion to enumerate. He alfo con- 
fefied with tears in his eyes, that he had 
defiled his bed, and that though he was 
weU known not to want courage, be 
would not upon this occafion add blood- 
guiltinels to. his other crimes. This in- 
genuous behavioux; of Sir John's greatly 
afiefted the heart of Mr. Blandford, 
Though in the afiairs of love he had often 
committed perjury, yet Mr. Blandford 
kctew him too well to fufpedt him of 
CQwardice, or that he would avoid a 
d^el by a^ lye :. He'believed the tale of 

mifery 
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mifery which he told .him, and they took 
leave with mutual perturbations; but 
the greateft part of Mr. Blandford's dif. 
tfefs ariling from this interview was yet 
to oome. 

It is not to be fuppofed he lat down 
tamely contented with this perfidy of his 
wife ; and though he had a fpirit too great 
to offer violence to a woman, yet upon 
his returning home, he refolutely told 
her, " That the houfe in which Ihe now 
'' was, Ihould be her's no more ; that he 
" would never again take an adulterefs 
** to his arms, a betrayer of her honour, 
" and the bafe murderer of an innocent 
" orphan's feme." — This fpeech, ut- 
tered with a terrifying voice, which no- 
thing but provocation could produce 
in Mr. Blandford, alarmed her; (he 
dreaded the fhamc of being expofed to 
the fneers of her neighbours, and the 
contempt of the world ; and what yet 
more vehemently aflfeded her, as' her 
father and mother were then in town, 
fhe trembled at the thought of being 
expofed to them, whole honour flid knew 
wodd join with Mr. Blandford, in catt- 
ing her out of his and their prefence foe 
ever. Overcome with thefe fenfatioifijsj 
Chrown into the deepcft diftraftions,: and? 
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being already fome months pregnant, her 
condition was really diftrefsful, though 
Ihe has not the leaft claim to pity. To 
reafon with her huiband^ or to endea- 
vour to palliate her crimes, fhe knew 
would be in vain, for evidence was too 
ftrong againit her, and (he had nothing 
but confufion and Ihsune before her. 
Thefe perplexities produced a mifcarriage, 
and her fituation became imminently dan- 
gerous. Mr. Bl wdford, naturally tender- 
hearted, fufpended all refcntment till 
the reftoration of her health fbould pre- 
vent his ju/l indignation from having the 
appearance of cruelty, which, however, 
he had no occafion ever to refume^ for 
flie never recovered. 
' Let not the reader imagine^ that the 
repro^tches of her hufband were, all the 
punilhment afllgned for fuch enormities 
. as her's.. No : Heaven, in juftice for 6> 
Sl^k offences^ fiad givea her; a^ memory 
.' ■&«h£ul to her tormentj which furmftted 
\ts vicegerent Confirieace with fcorpion 
darts to fting hef. 

Some have allcdged fhe drank poifon, 
in order to rid herfelf of a mifer able be- 
ing ; but this was never ckay, and pro- 
b^bilhy is on the other fide ; for a/p€tr* 
ion fo covered with guilty one wo#l 
^:-'^} imagine^ 
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imagine, fcarce W4)uld have courage 
enough to hazard the life to come, be- 
fore the fumtnoQ^ of nature called her : 
bcfides, as poilbn generally produces 
fome external appearance, Mr. Bland- 
ford could not be ignorant of fuch efFeds, 
had they been vifibie. 
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CHAP., xxxn. 

MR S. Blandford's fudden death pre- 
vented him from relating the me- 
lancholy new5 to her parents.* She vfdB 
dead,' and he chofe that her guilt fhou^ 
deep with her in the grave. He had the 
higheft veneration for old Mr. Went- 
worth and his lady, and knew into what 
pungent diftrefe his . wife's condu^ H^^ft 
have thrown them, had it been revealed 
to 'them. The parenis,- who w^re igno- 
rant of their daughter's di(hon9urj(;griev't 
ed for her, atj^d excepi. by:;;the«h":n^/a 
tear was.lhed at clofingt^h^r-^yes^.i .*p4:I 
^m certain her memory mqft.^.sJeteaif 4 
by every reader of thef^'lM^WS^^ 

the 
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the moft fliocking of aU her enormities 
has not yet been told. 

After the funend of Mrs. Blandford, 
the old lady made frequent vifits to her 
fon-in-law, and her efteem for him rather 
encreafed than diminifhed. 

One afternoon, while Mr.' Bkndford 
was paying a vifit to his father-in-law, 
Mrs. Wentworth gave to an old fervant 
(who had been about her peribn eyejr 
fince her marriiaige, and had the nioft un- 
bounded confidence placed in her, on . 
account of her long approved integrity; a 
key to fcarch a drawer of a cabinet,, which 
had formerly belonged to Mrs. Bland- 
ford, for a pi6hire of her fet in gold, crf^ 
which fhe intended to make Mr. Bland- 
.ford a prefent. The fervant went, and 
m fearching the drawer faw a little box 
/emarkably pretty, which curiofity ex- 
cited her to open 5 (he found in the box: 
a fmall bundle of paper wrapped care- 
fully up, which the fame curiofity ex- 
cited her to unfold, and in the heart of 
the bundle Was a, letter, upon which flie 
no fooner threw her eyes, than flie feU a 
trembling. She was feized with a con- 
fufion, which it would be in vain to at- 
tempt defcribing, and remained fome 
time without the power of motion. ' No 

fooner 
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fooner bad fhe recovered jfrem this furprife, 
than with the lerter in her hand, fhe hafted 
io the room where the family were, at tea ; 
and as ipon as fhe fee her eyes upon her old 
miftrefs^ (he fell a trembling again. This 
gready furprifed them : She dropt the let- 
ter, which Mr. Blandford took up, a|id 
without looking at it put: it into the hand- 
of the lady, who no fooner viewed the direo* ' 
tion,than in uttering the words, ** O gracious 
** heaven I" fhq fwooned in her chair; nor was 
, Mr. Wentworth in a better fituation when 
he viewed it. All this was a myftcry to Mr* 
^landford, who thought of nothing but- 
how to refcue them from the fituation iniO' 
*which this lettet had thrown. them. 

I fhall not trouble the reader with a de-«« 
tail of the various emotions which it pro- 
duced in the bre^fts of thefe aged parent's, 
but infert it here, and then his imagiija* 
tion may fu,pply what 1 want yrofds to 
defcribe. ^ 

My Dear Sister,, 

" THOUGH I dare hot addrefs my 
parents, yet I am bold to tell my.pitebusL 
ftory to you. You kioow by this time^ 
" I have deierted my. huftand, for I could 
*' no longer fiipport his barbirity* J afti 
** in London,. a£ the houfe of .one MlrsC' , 
£! Mocky. . I have^ in order tte: cover tt^ l 

M J! di%^€c^ 
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*S dip^ce, aiTutned the name of Mrs. 
** Mil ward, till it fhall pleafe my parents 
ta remit their anger againft me, .who am 
perfeftly innocent of the crime with 
'^ which my hufband has charged me. I 
** am near the hour of labour : Heaven 
♦* knows what will become of me! Will my 
** deaf fitter endeavour to fupport my inno* 
^^ cence, and not let me lofe entirely my 
** parents affections, which to me would be 
" worfe than death, I have a thoufand 
*• things to fay. O Mira! think of one 
who' once- calkd you fitter; let me not 
lofe your love likewife ; have ibme ten- 
** dernefe for the unhappy, write to me 
according to the direftions in my P. S. 
Believe me, my dear, dear fitter, 
" Yours with the warmeft affeftion. 

\f " D O R I K D A.*' 


cc 
«c 


cc 


^ Such as have been parents, or ' fuch as 
have humanity, will, in fome mcafure, ex^ 
periencc the agitations which this letter 
produced. Nor did it affe6t the heart of 
rhe aged patents, more than it did. Mr. 
BlaAdtbrd : He now found out who Dorinda 
was, whom he bad fb much loved, and that 
he had been the huft>and of her fitter/ All 
the calamities which had befallen poor 
Fanny rofe to his view, and diftrafted his* . 
hnaginatioa. Whik the, parents vcw Mt^^ 
•J-' :' '• X. • " ia- 
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in wonder at this extraordinary .accident, 
and anxiety to know what became of this- 
favourite chUd, and her offspring, he was 
under the greateft uneafinefs how to recover 
Fanny v for till that was done, he refolved 
hot to difcldfe all the myftcry with which 
he was, acquainted. 

In theie perplexities we muft a-while 
leave them, and turn our eyes to Captain 
Seymour. But before we conclude the 
chapter, it will not be amifs to obferve, 
that the condud of Mrs. Blandford has 
been pretty uniform ; and if the reader re- 
members her behaviour to a poor maid,; 
who had difcovered a tendernefs for her 
fifter, he will not wonder that Mira, in the 
charafter of Mrs. Blandford, having not; 
piuch improved her difpofitions, fliouid a6fe 
^onfillent with them. But of all her trjea- 
. cheries, that praftifcd againft her fifter is 
certainly the blackeft, and even exceeds 
the. pollution of her hu{band's bed. Some; 
jbnay think this affertion extravagant, : but 
let them refleft, and it will not appear fo. -^ 
The violence of that kind .of appetits 
which is known by the name of Libidinous, 
-f and wjiich pftefl^ApM^l^ces the di{honour of 
a woman/ Kas'^t^ black an- origin^ a^ 
unprovoked malice. Conftitutibn gives ta 
ibme fuch unbounded defires, as indulgence- 
itfelf cannot gratify 5 and theijc 15 a ibrt of 
./ - ^ V- V M z * iSfmulie 


244 THE HISTORY OF 

impulfe in their natures for extravagant joy, 
which they may purfue, and be neither 
cruel nor malicious; and as cruelty and 
malice are crimes of a deeper dye, in their 
very natures, than appetite, they point out 
thofc who are- guilty of them., as monfters; 
more frightful than even adultery can make' 
tliem. Efpecially when it is confideredL 
againft whom this malice was pradiied ; a 
filter, who had never offended her, by "con- 
oealing a letter which would have rcftored 
her to her parents arms, and prevented the* 
many calamities which befel hcf, and* the ( 
innocent infant flie brought into thp world. 
She had reafon to believe Dorindk was in 
want, but her heart was not to be nwved 
by that confideration ; for when once a 
breaft becomes callous to pity, every hpman 
vice may eafily enter there. Nevpr* were in 
one family two more oppofite charafters, 
which ferves to fliew, that native goodne& 
of heart is the immediate gift of l^cavcnJ 
A charafter more reproachablc than Mira*s 
(for the fake of the ladies) I hope is feldon\ 
to be found ; and a charaftfcr more atniable 
than -Dorinda's, I am afraid, not fo frequent 
as it were to be \yiihed, in honour of the 
tender Sex. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

"TT has been remarked, I think, that iipoft 
j[ the occafion of Captain Seymoijr^s dif- 
•trefe, msihy of his relations and friends re- 
paired to London,, in order to intcrel^ 
*hemfelves for him. He was not in tte 
•ftvour of any family more than in oU Mn 
^entwdrih's, With ^hbtn lie lived* In -a 
^*!*ticular intiiAacy ; ► ttibtigh he never ^dW^ 
ni^art^' Ihei^ daughter MrslBferidfor&j tocf. 
^oned by a'^da^rd befo^fe Ae waaf Vnar- 
%fed, in ^ieh t^t fady ^as fo much ih 
^lire wrbhg, 'th«t lie cbuld net do violcridc 
*fifo\ij^h to Ms Mature to ptetKchd civility 
%b*er. . ^ ... 

iMr.^Wferftw6fth'Came to town pj^rfly t6 
^lefe his daughter, and partly to intereft him- 
^If for the Capf ain, who, as foon ae he rr- 
^covered his fiberty, w^ted onhim^rtd his 
3ady, and was received with the^foalten- 
^deriiefs and compfeifance. They at the 
^ariic'rime dHcovered the ftrongeft inclina- 
tion to haVe the young lady introduced tb 
ithem, for whom he had afted artd^^^ffiered 
lb much. This he promifed; but bdii^ pre- 
sented by various embarraflhifints, he had 

M 3 not 
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not been able to cfFeft ir, till after they 
were clouded with melancholy, by means 
of the aftonifhing incident juft related. In 
order to divert them, however, and to alle- 
viate as much as poflible the diftrefe which 
bowed down their hoary heads, he appoint- 
:^d an afternoon, and introduced to their 
.acquaintance Mifs Charlotte, the objeft of 
.his palTion, for whom he accounted all his 
paft labours well beftowed, and reckoned 
thofc fufFcrings light which endeared him 
to her. The young lady proved very agree- 
able to the gpqd oklcoupk ; ihe tempered 
her .vivacity with a mixture o^ referve, befl: 
fuited to pleafe the ^ged; and her cpnver^ 
.fation was. in every i^ti^^e^ fo ensaging^ tha|: 
they wilhed the confutnmation between the 
young couple had taken place, that they 
.migKt have a mpre intimate £bare in the 
lady, who was fo extremely pleafing to 
,them. Mn Blandford, * miean time, had 
.ufed all means in his power to find out his 
^bufed, injured daughter i' he had gone to 
the mercer'a.houfe, already nientioned, an4 
was direded to^Mra. Mills : but upon being 
acquainted that no fuch perfon lodged there ^ 
.for Mrs Mills had gone to the country, and 
. the houfe was governed by a fervant •, he 
began to deipair of ever finding her. Droop- 
^ing and melancholy, be called at Mr.Went*- 
wortii*s lodgings the very afternoon Captam 
. : Seymour 
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Seymour had intmduc^d Mifs Ch^rldtte to 
them. He entered the room without much 
ceremony, and had fcai-ce been a minute in 
it^ till the moft tender fcene ever exhibited 
by a tragic poet, enfued. He caft his eye 
upon Charlotte, he ran to her arms, em- 
braced her, and fell upon her neck. . Tlie 
young lady was equally amazed, and m 
, broken accents cried out, " O ! have I again 
^' feen my father, my much beloved pa- 
** rent !" She could not fpeak any more, hcf 
. heart was too full for words \ the tears ran 
down her cheeks ; and they were for fome 
. minutes ii> this tender fituation. Captain 
Seymour knew not what to think of this. 
Charlotte had never mentioned a father, or 
; mother to him ; he imagined they were 
. dead, and that Mrs. Banks had taken h^r, 
* for that very /cafoft, under her-qare. When 
^ Mr. Blandford had recovered bis. linprize, 
he addrcifled Mr. Wentworth and his lad/ 
with as much comppfure as poffible, . i.i 
tftcfe words : '' The young lady you ifee 
now before you, is your owii. grand- 
daughter;, the xhild or the dw Dorinda 
** whom you have to long lamented. Be- 
*' lievc my aflertion now, md^illi^^dil ^t 
" another time produce proof^-^^^i^f^ h^ 
fcarce uttered thele word$v till th«f0l|^flid}r 
caught her in her arms, ^nd g&i^ed \%gr 
blcfllng on her 5 nor : was>' Mr. WfiM^ 

H 4' * " ' tirattti 
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worth lefs affeded with fi> sA<miihing ^ 
dilcovciy. 

The reader may judge what fituation the 
young lady was in at this fiicceffion of dif- 
coveries ; (he knew not wh4t to believe 
nor what to think, her heart Was melted 
with various fenfations, and fhe was loft 
in wonder and amazement. Curiofity is 
certainly the mofl: powerful principle im- 
planted in the bread of man. Old Mr. anci 
'Mrs. Wentworth could have no reft till 
-Mr. KdrtdfortJ related all he knew concern- 
ing Dorinda,»nd kdWfthcfe extraondinaiy 
• circtfniftartc^es^ happened, Which he did in is 
^oncife itTtm as.^pcdliMe ; ^he lubltan^e ef 
which is contain^ In theie-Memoirs: **^BHt, 
/•' added he^ -Ihaveifotofe oth^r eVlddnce yit 
.♦• to prodw<?e> Which canwot be' dcfne tilltd- 
«** morrovr, at wy-<5Wn'houfe. .*he^ I ftiall 
♦*e3<cp€'ay<^u-&;ito1lfdafcfeft> . , -" 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE company being met at Mr. Bland- 
ford's houfe, that gentleman went ta 
a bureau, and there brought out what he 
called the greateft treafure he had in the 
world, and put it into Mrs. Wcntworth^s 

haad^ 
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^hahd. Thiis * treafure was a ncddace of D0- 
riiida*s : *'l know not, fays he, if you rt- 
member her having wore it; thisis allil 
have belonging to that amiable creature, 
which fh^l now be given to the peribn 
who has the beft right to it, her daugh- 
•* ten'* ** -How I am amazed ! cries Mrs. 
** Wentworth; I need no other evidence,:* 
'** 0,1 n^member the necklace, Ibe wore it 
** on her wedding-day ! My heart is too 
** full for words, I doubt no longer/* The 
JQght of the necklace ^renewed all her ten- 
^derneis, and (he wasqbite melted with the 
recoUeaion of paft fcenes. When Ihe was 
'Si little recovered, Ihe aiked Captain Sey- 
:i3iour, then prefent, who was no other than 
the fon of Philander^ if he was not furprizcd 
•CO find his bride his.coufin, the daughter df 
iSimon, bv Dorinda i ^^ She is an ang^^ 
** replied nc ; ihe cannot be dearer to me 
"•t' than ihe was befi>re^; ihe is mine, and 
'•* fl][all be for ever 5 nothing but the irre-* 
*'. fiilible fummons ihall part us.," Mr, 
£landford explained fully to the company 
^e reafon of his adopting D^rinda's child 
as his own, which carried -in it fo much gene^ 
vofity, tWt h^j^s: d^xtt to the ag^4;oou<* 
pie,. fe)m that confiderataon, than from his 
being their fon-in-law. One thing fujpiil 
fed Captain Seymour, which afterwarijs hi^, 
bride explained to him« Mr^ Blandford ad«* 
- ^ M 5 dreffcd 
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• drefled her by the name of Fanny, for Which 
Captain Seymour was at a lois to ^gn a 
readbn, as he knew her only <by the name 
of Charlotte. Fanny, in order to explain a 
^int at once fo important ^and delicate, 
was obliged to (hew a little o^ Jier late un- 
. known aunt's cruelty, and prbduced die 

•: fetter fent her by Mrs. BlaiKif0rd, which 
-occafioned her to change her name. Ail. 
thefe difficulties being cleared up, nothing 
remained to compleat the happinefs of Cap- 
tain Seymour, and to fulfil the wiih of the 
lyoung lady's grand-parents,, bot^hait the 
•church ihould give a fan£tion by union of 
-hands, to thoie whom lave and honour had 
previoully united. The day was agreed 
upon, and the happy morning came^ when 
.by a facred exchange of vows. Captain Scy* 
mour could triumph over lus afflidiops, and 
take the rich prize of beauty to his arms; 
for whom he 4iad embarked in ad troubled 

' ocean, and combated the rudeft ftorms of 
adverfity. What reader does .»ot fliare the 
happinefs of this amiable couple \ W ho does 
not pray for blcffipgs on them 1 They -arc 
now rich in lovci and may adverfity be 
ever a ftranger to thsrir dwelling i .Nont 
who are benevolent c^h wit h-ftold expreA 
fions of joy on this occafion^ and offer con- 
gratulations on the iovcly pair,— -But how 
uncertain is human .felicity ! ibr. thefe lot 
i-' • - . ., " vers 
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v^s there arc yet fome pangs in rcfcrvej 
and between them and happinefs there i$ a 
great gulph fixed. 


CHAP, XXXV. 

IT had been agreed by the parties, that 
the ceremony fhould be performed in 
the rooming in a chapel near Mr. Bland« 
ford's houfe, by a right reverend prelate, 
which was accordingly done ; and afcer 
their return. Captain Seymour was told, 
that a footman waited to deliver a meflage 
to him. This meffage fummoned him lo at^ 
tend a perfbn who had the moft imponaiid 
bufinefs to tranfaA, which could admit of 
ho delay; and he was told that the foot« 
man would (hew him the pkce where this 
^erfon was* So myfterlous a meffage railed 
tis curiofity ; he took leavi a- while of his 
•untafted bride, and went to the place ap- 
pointed. When he entered, he was afto^ 
nifhed to meet there with a young lady, 
who has made fome figure in this hiftory^ 
and who had no mind to remain uha6tiy^ 
when fhe heard that tranfadtions wer^ gcH^S 
on againft her intereft. This yotmg lady 
-was no other than Mifs Wa^,. . who, Jiai 

M 6 fcftt 
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lent for Captain Seymour to ftrve a mdkr^ 
Voknt purpoie of her own. After the fala* 
taticn, (which may be fiaturally ^^ipedted 
fix>m a woman Icomed ; and heaping upon 
him the names of hypocrite and villain) (be 
compofed herfelf a lictk, and thus addreflkl 
him: *' Captain Seymour, though you have 
^* behaved to me not ^feh Imiich honour. 
•* and have unjuftly incurred my difplea- 
♦* furc, yet I am about to. give you an evf- 
•* dence of my. regard for you. You -are 
•* to marry the wench you became ac- 
quainted with at my lodgings/' — " Hold, 
fays he, madam, I will bear with no fuch 
freedom *, this morning's foienunzation 
** has made her my 'wife: She is the mofl: 
*• excellent of her fex/* " The vilcfr, re- 
^* turned Mifs Wafp, the'imfeft ; hear me, 
^* and I will explain." He -was a httle 
iurpri2ed at her boldnefs, and irom that 
circun^ance was difpofed to take fome no^ 
tice of what fhe feid. * *' She is a ftrumpct, 
*' stfcandal to her fex; and you are ftrange- 
•^ ly deceived who think her innocent."*— 
•** Not innocent !" replied he. — **.Not in- 
," noccnt,. continued *Mifs Wafp; 'you are 
•• wedded to a profligate, bafe woman j fhc 
•^ had art to allure yoju," and has deceived 
♦* others wifer than you. I cap produce a 
** living witnefs of her ihame. 'la the next 
>* room i& a nurfe, who has had a child .of 
'* • * . ** hcr*s 
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isrnder her cai^ for fomc • tiiaae. 1 

^dLyou/lhe's die mather of a baftard i 

and yon may, if you plcafe, lee that 

:*^ baftard this veiV inftant.— ^She is, fhe is 

^' a ftrumpet/* Captain Seymoiir ftood 

*dlonifhed at iier meiitioning this 'laft cip- 

cumftance^ he began to believe Mifs'W(a^ 

and was driven almoft to diftradion, *' Who 

** is the villain that has^ enjoyed her ? fays 

•* he -, tell me that, andl am fatisfieH.'* To 

this Mifs Wafp replied, " That {he doubted 

" not but 'the' Svovlidbd* odds «>ere many. 

** Sir John Lace I am fure is one/' Upon 

•fccr ihentiofring Sir Jdhn Lace, bk 'tiir^tr 

-out t)f • the vtQiti likt one in madnds, with* 

«nit the cerenlony of feakii]«; leave, and hutw 

i^ed again to Mr. BlandJn^rd's, whete his 

cpre&nce ^produced :ima&£Hag fetriiei; hdt 

'isefore ^hat rihall be ^hlbtted, it wStl^bh 

rptoper to obferve, ^tfeuc 'Mifs WlaJ^Ji wafa 

'jtiadc acqui^nljedby Mrs. Banks, hvhifc th^ 

lived in friendfliip, of the full ftate of our 

-heroine's affaits^and knew at what pkce 

in the country: the child &e Ibirotight into 

jthe world •^sfputtbmuric. tPublick fame 

Jlad acqumnted'heriof the Captaih'sliiite^(& 

ied nupttak; and fte had tcb niany J^ies 

-abroad not to be able to trace rout tbeiioufc 

fw?hfere he ^lodged, and the plafces bf -his re*- 

-fort. And frbm the idea twc hafe of . het# 

jjjiaraSlcr, it ivill :B0t appear ofiraii^,. that 

:. > ■ - . ikt 
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Ihe.put in pra£):ice this aftdnifhing (cen^ of 
malice, which could only enter into the 
heart .of one entirely influenced by that bafe 
paflion. She had hired the nurfe to bring 
th^ child to town, whom after her purpofe 
was ferved (he paid for her trouble, and in- 
^antly difmified. 




CHAP. XXXVI. 

MR. Seymour had beep abfent longer 
than expedlation ; the bride was ~ui>- 
-eafy, and there was a general folicitude in 
«€he houfe for him. As ibon as the bride 
J>eard that her lover was come, ihe ran to 
ills Embraces, and throwing her. arms about 
chis neck, ^enttly chid him for his delay r 
'-She told him it was unkind to leave her fo 
long on her wedding-day, and accompanied 
her little complaints with fuch endearing 
flooks of tendernels, that rage itfelf muft 
melt before them. Captain Seymour had 
Jeft Nfifi Wai|> in all the phienzy of mad<- 
mefs, with a heart wrought up to fury, and 
«refolure upon revenge. But as foon as he 
iiaw t*his loother of his foul, fury fled before 
rfter, and his rage fubfided into fadnefe. 
HfB ipade no returns of tenderncfe,^ but 
- • looked 
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looked! at j\er with a countenance, which 
, had more of defpair than anger. 

The lady, alarmed at this change in his 
• behaviour, afked him the caufe, which he 
only anfwered by fighs ; and at laft, . when 
, her importunity would admit of no evafion, 
he told her, *' That though the ccrcqciony 
of marriage had palTed between them, 
yet as the marriage had not been conr 
** lummated, (he (hould never call him 
" hulband, for he fcorned all connexion 
*' with a woman who could fo fubtilly . be- 
^* tray, put on the. appearance of the moft 
" fpotlefe innocence, and difguife under kv 
*« fewdnefs and incontinence.'* ** Lewdneft 
and incontinence !- replied Fanny, I pro- 
teft I know no.t what you mean : Sur^ 
/' C^ptajn Seymour do^s . not believe ni€ 
.** ^ilty. Have not yxi^.feeil. mfc in the 
*' moft dq>lorable diftrefs,' occafioned by 
** my efforts to refifta villain ? What par^ 
" of my condu& hare you fince obiervjedi 
r*' which merited cenfure! O let not the 
** tongue of flander betray you to a rafli 
** belicjf of my dilhonour !. I proteil;, by all 
*• that's facred in heaven, and ^ear on 
** earth'*— On uttering thefe words Cap* 
jain Seymour interrupted her,- **JHoldi 
*' mad^^m, beware of adding to.difhonour,-^ 
f * Whcie' child was thaty ^?lif&W^;^ jufk 

V now ihewn mc? Sajj,;;iffe i^j^5i 53^^ 

* ' '** mother f 


r 


r 


;M mother? Datrenottaaenylt: WHo is tfie 
•* favoured viUain with whom > ■ ' ■ Do 
'^* you fctticmber Sir John Ladi^? Dare not, 
'*♦ dare not to deny it.'* On uttering t^efe 
^6NdS'Our bride turned pale, her '^irit feil- 
4id^ and flie fainted away in h^r chair. The a<- 
^m produced by her fwoohite, broftght 
Mr. Wencwof th aryi Mr. filand^d Into the 
toom. Being aiR:oiiiihed at ichis 'Uiiexpedteci 
tod new calamity, they enquired of the oride- 
^gtoom 4ht cauie of this diforder ; to which 
*e riplied^ '• I Kave-tvirhed the young lady's 
*' eyes Into her heart, md (he cihnot bear 
•* toredditkll her eyes ftream blood. Q 
^^ how mi&rable am I on my wedding daly !** 
They begged of him ftill to explain nimfetf^ 
Vhich he reftifed to do, till the neceffarjr 
ln*at!s were ufed for thfe fecoveiy ofFomiy* 
Whin her fblrits >w«re<rtftofea* he^tihus ad- 
^ipc^ her m'the<|>r6fende of^Mr. ^Blandlbfd 
kttd her grandfaihfei^: '* Mtfdiam, Tarn •'not 
V cnflamed by jeatoufy; 1 think I am abovfc 
* thie mean paffion^ :but*I cannot bear to 
" take pollution to my arms. £x|5laiii the 
*' point upon; which itty unealihefs is found- 
^*'ed: Are you, or are y 6u-not 4he mof hct 
« of a b^ard ? or hai^ Mife Wi^ traduted 
♦* yo«/0 ! if ihe has traduted you, (he fitall 
** feil myvengeance •, h^r fex ftiall not pro- 
♦* teft her ; and if you are guilty, you flmil 
^ feel it too* ' I am. tender, arid Hove you i 
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'** but a foldier muft love his honour, and 
*' I AmU never be the fport of Wanton 
:** fools." 

• Upon hearing this fpeech Mr. Bfendfofd 

Was at no lofs to tonjedure the caufe of 

"his. difbfder, and imtnediately told hirtt, 

** That there was one perfon who could 

^^ fully explain that circunift^rice to his 

** fatisfaftion ; and though the kdy was a 

** mother, ihc was not fo by voluntary 

•* flowdne& ( that perfon is Sir John Lace,** 

The name of Sir John Lace, whom Mr. 

Seymour imagined to be his hated rival, 

.^Awakened him to paflion. ^' Bridg nor^ 

•^* fays he, a villain to confront m^, whahas 

•• polluted her I once thought innocent, 

** and Ihould now hive tna^e ftappy. Do 

*• you mean to infult me in my diftrefe ? 

r*« Mention hiih S^Jn an<i'^i-*i;::-4j^on faying 

-thefe words he few out 6f the rdom, in 

flhe moft violent t^, declining that He 

^fhduld hot return dllhehad paid a debt 

'Co honour! 

This behaviour threw all into conftemi- 
tion ; there was nothing but tears and aftb* 
niflimeht. What tortures muft this u A- 
happy bride feel ! She would not difown the 
babe Ihe had brought intothe "woiid; ]Mfr# 
' Seymour*s pafEon pierced her to the heart i 
flie dreaded the interview with Sir JoHh 
Lace. She was fnnocenr, 'bui>'imfuclj% 
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had fcarce anv means of proving herfelf 1^. 
This is a dilenuna fo excruciating to the 
foul, which they who arc 'fubjcd to expe- 
rience, would even exchange for madnefs^ 
nor fcarce has guilt itfelf a pang feverer. 
Imagination cannot figure a ftate more com- 
pleatly wretched ; and upoix this occafioo 
ihe could not help wifhing with Hamlet,. 

O that this too folid fie(h could melt, 

7 haw and diflbWe kfelf into a dew : 

Or that th* Almighty hid not placed his cannoa 

Againft fdf murder ■■ ^ 
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IN this melancholy fituation did Captaki 
Seymour leave the family at Mr. Bland- 
ford's, when he went in fearch of Sir John 
LacCjj ^f whom he got intelligence at a 
coffefe-boufe. He called at his^. lodging, 
but was told he fhould not be home till to- 
^-ttjorrow morning. The bridegroom refolved 
^ll^t to return tul he had feen him> and paki 
:t^ deb^ ^^ honour, which he had mentioji^ 
^ CO ills leaving Fanny. 

TKis was a melancholy night wit4i tl;^ 

'young bride. All her fuffcrings, excepf that 

of partipg with Caytam Seymour ki the 

:..; prifoo. 
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prtfoii, were light when compared to this.: 

She h^ been upon the brink of felicity, 

and was tumbled from the very height of 

expeftation, to the darkeft vale of mifery. 

Nor were thofe about her lefs afFeded* 

They were doubly concerned for the fete 

of Seymour, and the diftrefs of Fanny. 

. Next morning Captain-. Seymour called 

on Sir John Liace} and as he had left hrs 

name, when he had called there before. 

Sir John, . imagining the bufinefe to be of 

importance, had gone to Mr. Blandford's^ 

vwhere he conjeftured the Captain wauj, (for • 

he was made acc^uaanted with the difcovo* 

•ries already mentioned) in order tp prevefic 

Jiis trouble.. When Sir John Lace entered 

Mr. Blandford's, his prefence threw tte 

family into the greateft confufion. Fanny 

.had .notieen him'fince the; adventure at 

Richmond, and he called tx> her mind a 

strain of ideas^ diat rendered her doubl^ 

?wretch€d. r 

Scarce had the family recovered th^ 

conftcrnation into which the prefence; of 

Sir John Lace threw them, when Gia}>taii| 

jSeympur made his appearance ^ and his eyes 

yrcre fo fierce and menacing, that muck 

3vas to be dreaded from the temper of n^ind 

he fecmed then to be in. He fifll threw 

^ look of ineffable indignation at Fannys 

i^s if fixe not only had bem g^Utf^ ^ot 

if 
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^eant to gtorjr in her' fhdme, -^by bdlig ifi 
eompany with the msln he fu^e^ed. Vk 
then turned to Sir John Lace^ ^Ad ^M 
Jiim, *' That he had b^en in fedrch' of him 
••• in oKier to Oblige Mm to txplain'a point 
'•* of the moft delicate importance, and to 
•* arifM^r by his fword^ to fome queftioni 
>* he Ihonld have put *tO hiih." ** I can- 
<^^ not'gueft, feid Sir JohA, ^wliftt thjefe que- 
•* ftions are, to which 'l thuft^rtfwer by 
** tny fword. I have never Violated the 
f** candour of a gentlemdri to you^ yoti 
T** hame^nO right 'Ite bfirtt ^ttfe ->vrt«k 'ytJttfr 
-^'fword:'*' « HcUd, *etU'rfts GratsSft 'S*y- 
^ motfri ^hkve f6\x he* VidltttSi Bfe hdntft* 
:«« Of . A g^tlehwn f if^ivo Vou* W6t U&ilicV 
-•* fuMy ihtfodnced. this wfetcAed ^Mng, \ 
^« do^ld 'i^ t6 JCall tt^ brtde, trtfo "^ifttte 
^^ Of titOftkatJon ? IrUif^e^ttu ft»t-i«0-''**- 
lbl« he couM fini(h tKe liift feiMfe^e^ S)r 
foltti hitertniptedliim with the iSAbft fotetiifc 
proteftadon, that he had never Vripor^ed 
tiet,-ii-^'Nbt Vrbnged h&r^ replied* thfc Cap- 
'^» t^tn •, Ae Is the mother 6f a baftard. 
*< Wh6 %Pdrig€fd het ! Siri By heavens, I 
«* :wai be feti^ied^ and brave you to con- 
*< 'ffefs,'* ^^liiever will do^irfefea lye, Return- 
«« 'cdAe knight': The Didy, Sir, is a mo- 
** ther, I know it ; and flie has indeed beeA 
^ wronged, raviflied, ibufed, I .know by 
J*^ Avhom i . Jana wi^en J tell it to you^ Gap* 
^* ^ tain 
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** ti.n . Seymour, yowr veitu will dMill.at 
^* it/W-" O teU it mc, returns he; let m& 
^^ but know, and I , will bear the^ coniGb^ 
^t quence/' • Sir Jofata tkea continued r 
^ That i I atteoopted^ to a£t' difhonourablT" 
^ tojthis Liady^ I dqjnot deny, and I novir' 
^^ teil it' with concenu i intended. by a 
^' mock mar^ii^ to have rpined her^ and 
** the betted to perpetrate my purpofe, 
^ J carried her to- Richmond, ]3Ut was dif^ 

V appointed in my fcheiaoe of feducingy 
^ for the night befom I was to have re^ 
^ veiled in. her arms, when (he had retired 
^^ to reft, in confidence of my honour,- 
^ and was unibfpe&ing of danger, a ra« 

V viftier ftole upon her, and that raviihep 
^ was — — " '* Name him not, tried Gap^ 
^' tain Seyihour; O ! my heart informs me I 
<5, -r-Was . it fhe 1. ftole upon in that hour 
** of love ? And is this the innocent V 
*.' wronged?*' ** Yes, returns .-^ir John, 
** you wronged me, an4 violated 'her ; She 
** thought me her bridegroom, you knew| 
<' not but I> was, and you betrayed us 
^^ both/* ^* I ppoteft, returns Capij^tin. 
*' Seymour, I was informed that you meantJ 
*^ taruifi her, or would not Kave violatecfc 
** my honour fo far, as, ta hayc attempted 
«c ■/* *^ I forgive you, jseturned' 
** Sir John, ,and I am^h^py, in being abl^ 
^ ' to ex|dia&i to you a« podht oftib *jfiuGl\^ 

1* importance 
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**♦ importance to this Lady's honour. She 
** is innocent, continued he ; you may take* 
** her to your arms, as an immaciilate 
•f bride. You aijc at once a bridegroom; 
^ and a father ; and O confider, that thai: 
^ calamitous accident, occafion^i firft by- 
** me, and in which you likewife was con- 
^ cemed, has produced much, nay all the 
•* mifcry this amiable creature has fufFered.**" 
Captain Seymour could no longer fupport 
t^e aftonilhment which this converfation 
threw him into. , He fell at the feet of his 
injured bnde, ' whom an excels of credulity- 
bad made him fufpeA ; he embraced^ her 
knees, and wept before her. The bride's 
aftonifhment on this occallon was not lefs 
than his, to find the man whom fhe called 
her betrayer, no other than the amiable 
Captain Seymour, her lover and her hut 
band. 

. After the confternation^was over, their 
mutual acknowledgments were tender, their 
proteftations fincere^ and with hearts over- 
flowing with love, and wsutn with friend- 
lhip» which diftrefs' had already proved to 
be genuine and unafFedted, they funk in 
each other's arms, and alitlbft fainted away 
Widi exccfe of happinefs. 

Never ht tte virtuous mind defpaiF. 

Under how.: many difadvantages did this 

young ; lady labour ? How many hours 

.. . • " ' im* 
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imbittered with mifcry did fhe pafs ? Yet It 
plcafed Ticaven, to crown her with happi- 
nefs at laft, by difcovering her family to 
her, and giving her that man for a hus- 
band, whom (he loved beyond all who had 
ever addrefled her; and who, though he 
had before wronged her unknowingly, yet 
fince a&ed and fufiered for her ; and who 
now lives to make her as happy as conjugal 
tendernefs and endearment can do. 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 

A FT.ER a few weeks fpent in town 
XIl ^^^^ ^^* Blandford, old Mn and 
Mrs, Wentworth, accompanied with Cap- 
rain Seymour and his Lady, fct out for their 
country feat, where the Captain intends to 
live with his amiable Wife, during the fife 
of the old people ; and though his own. 
cftate (for his father was fome time dead 
before his marriage) is contiguous^ yet 
they chufc to live all in the fame houfc. 
Mrs. Seymour, with cbnfent^her huibband^: 
fettled on Mrs. Banks fixty pounds a year 
during her life, and invited her to the .qoiin* 
try, which (he did not thiiijc {>lbp|^ .to ic--"^ 
."cept, as ihe was fondof her old acquaiiiiariccf 

2nd 
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-and by this addition of fixty pounds t<i- 
what Ihe before had, her income renders hei; 
Iffe very comfortable. 

Sir John Lace, having too long run the 
diddy rounds of faflijon, is now quite re- 
^>rm^d, a()ds tq his other good qualities 
piety and virtue, and i?, in the true fcnfe 
of the lyord, a fine gentleman » He is a 
member of tfie fenate, is above corruption, 
and it is difficult to fay whether his zeal or 
ability to ler^ his country is greateft. 

The landlWy, who behaved fo cruelly tq 
Fknny, finding her circumftances decay^ 
took up another profeffion, which being 
contrary to law, has expofed her to. the 
feverity of the magiftrate ; and me is at this 
time an itihgbitant of a.prifbn. 

The amiable gentlemen Mr. Williams 
and Mr. Edwards are inarried to ladies of 
the firft accomplifliments, and their lives 
are as happy as virtue and opvilence can ren* 
4er them. 

Soon after Captain Seymour's marriage 
he. quitted the army; his wife is now big 
with her third c^ild^ and their Uy^S flow on 
with uninterrupted tranquility. Mrs, Sey- 
TOOur leads the fafhion wherever ihe goes : 
She penfions out of the pin-money-which 
^/Sx. Seymopr allows her, twenty girls, and 
-ten old men, in. the com^try wher^ ftie lives. 
^heg^rJBarpi educated tq virtuwj; ^iduftry,^^ 
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uftd the old men arc by her bounty enabled 
tedefcend into the grave in comfort. 

As to Mifs Wafp, fhe is not yet provided 
with a hiifband -, but it is currently reported, 
and I believe with truth, that Lady Racket, 
Lady Hazard, Lady Hurricane, and Lady 
Moonlight, have all refufed her admittance 
into their Drums, becaufe (he has been de- 
tcdled in an intrigue with her own footman ; 
and if common tame does not bely her, fhc 
is a mother : The father is a likely fellow, 
who ufed to walk behind her back, but 
who has now a place in a publick office, pro- 
cured by her intcreft. Mifs Wafp, with all 
her fortune, is compleatly unhappy, for no 
lady of fafhion will take' notice of her ; and 
fhe has lately been feen in company with 
women of bad fame, becaufe nobody elfc 
will appear, with her in publick. 

Lord Flutter, who never had any thing 
but a large foitune to recommend him, is 
now a wretch in fplendour. He quarrelled 
with a young nobleman upon an affair, in 
which he himfelf was the aggreflor. .Tk^y 
agreed to decide the matter by a dud, zn$: 
chofe their feconds. When their IwoixJs^ 
were drawn, the coward heart <>£ Lord Flut- 
ter failed him, he dropped hi^ fwbrd< 'SLti0^^,,. 
with unparalleled meannefs b^gg^d his^jif^,; 
The young nobleman, who fcoriied' to t^^V' 
the advantage of him in^this cafe, and who" 

N * delpifed 
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dcipifed him as a creature unworthy of his 
hand, granted it ^ and when he was aboue 
flieathing his fword, and entirely unfufpedt- 
ing of danger. Flutter ihatched up his, 
which lay on the ground, with a murderous 
intent; but the feconds obferving this bafc 
behaviour, prevented its being carried into 
execution, and iaved him from the crime 

. of blood./ £\^t as this infamous attempt is 
generally known in the world, he is now 
ihunned, hated and defpifed by all who have 
the leaft fpark of honour in them j and 
though he poflcflcs a large fortune, hJs en- 
joyment cannot be great; for noixe.will af- 

.* fociate with him but defpicable fycophants, 
abandoned panders, and ruined gamefters 

There are lome vices whofe nature is (b 
enormous, that there is feldom any refor- 
mation produced in the charafters of thole 
who commit them ; and when thefe vices 
taint the mind of a man of fenfe,/ they are 
much to be deprecated. Of the truth of 
this Nabbes is an inttance* Not many 
months after he had product* fuch an in- 
human devaftation in Sir Charles Mande- 

. yille's family, and. before that Knight had 
inclination or time to make him feel his re- 

.- fentment, he was accufed of corruption in 

his office/ It would appear as if this man 

had be^n born a villain ; Vor his errors, or' 

rather enormous vices, could not poffibly 

, flow 
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flow from ignorance, for Reafoft, the boaflr- •' 
cd dircdtrefe of his aftions, could have bet- 
ter informed him 5 and it is no great com- 
pliment to hifl airy fyftem, that the author 
was {o compleat a wretch.— The corruption 
with which he was accufed was proved 
againft him, and he was difmiffed with re- 
proach. It would fcem now as if the blood 
of the amiable Mils Otway, and the pious 
feint her fitter, cried out vengeance againft' 
himj for his future conduft was a continued 
violation of the law. Being reduced in hi» 
circumftances, he had recourfe to the too 
falhionable method of cheating, in which 
he was deteftcd, and punilhed with all the 
rigour of the law ; and as his'^charader was ' 
fo generally known, he fufFered the fevere 
inflidion without (haring a tear of pity, and 
had almott: expired under the difcipline. 

By the power of his cunning, and great 
talents for wheedling, (notwithftanding he 
had more than once been made an example^ ' 
of public juft ice) yet he found means again 
to ingratiate hinifelf with fome of thofe &>m : 
of induftry who are known by the namfi J 
fortune-hunters, becaufe he could he uf^f 
to them in planning their fchemes of iiti 
trigue, as good fenfe, and fuch eharafters, 
are far enough diftant. He was concerned 
with: a gang of rufHans in attempting to 
cirry off a young lady by violence^ They lay 

N 2 ':^^:-^' 
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ill wait for her as flic was returning one 
rvight pretty late from the performance of 
a vifit, attended only with another lady : 
Their fcheme was to have carried her away, 
and have had her married by force to one 
of the confpirators. While they were about 
perpetrating this purpofe, the fhricks of the 
lady alarmed a gentleman of the army who 
was pafllng that way -, and as it is the buft- 
nc{s of every gallant man to refcue the 
diftrefled, he flew to her afliftance with the 
magnanimity of a foldier-, and though he 
had to combat half a dozen of praftiled rob- 
bers, he attempted her refcu^e. In thefcuflle 
the gentleman of the army run Nabbes 
through the bc5dy, of whiqh wound he in- 
ilantly expired. An alarm being given 
they were all fccured, and the young lady 
gave the moft honourable teftimony in fa- 
vour of the gentleman, and declared, that 
had it not been for his courage and huma- 
-nity, {he mufl have been violently carried 
off by that gang of ruffians. The perfon of 
the deceafed being expofed, (as ufual on 
thofe occafions) in order to be owned^ 
Nabbes was foon known to be the man.— • 
Thus fell inglorioufly the author of Reafon 
the only Direftreis, when he was about to 
add one crime more to his other enormities ; 
Heaven has . not permitted him to go un- 
punilhcd 5 and 1 am perfuaded the reader 

. , will 
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will be ftill more difoofcd to admire the 
vifdom and juftice or Providence, when he 
is told that the hand by which he fell was 
that of Mr. Otway, the brother of rhofe in- 
jured (iints Vvhom Nabbes's machinations 
had brought to an immature fate. 

When Mr. Otway returned from the 
j)ublic fervice of his country, he v/as funk 
in the bittereft diftrefs for the lofs of his 
fitters, particularly that fweet innocent, 
whofe fair reputation Nabbes had blafted. 
As foon as he was made acquainted with 
his fitter's ftory, he would have facrificed 
her detraftor to his refentment, but that 
he deemed him a wretch unworthy of hi^ 
fwordj and therefore forbore to pnrfue hrim 
in anger, nor ever indeed had feen him; 
but, as if by the immediate interpofition 
of heaven, he was led to his revenge, or 
rather was made the juft inftrument Sf de- 
ftroying^a man, who by hypocrify, malice, 
and black ingratitude, produced the fall 
of his injured fitter : And what was ftill more 
happy for Mr. Otway, he had the fatisfac- 
tion of facrificing Nabbes in the beft caufe in 
which a gentleman can be engaged^ namely, 
that of a lady in diftrefs ^ aad while ^the 
a<5lion added a. plume to .his honout^ -ic 
furniflied a fecret fatisfacSticyiir-Ye whah^vx: 
hearts aftuated by fuch bafe inccntiveS'^^i 
that of Nabbes,- O think that even.iri thi§ 
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Life there is no fecarity. If you have over- 
come the terrors of the next, yet do not 
deceive yourfclves, for vices fuch as his 
will produce their own punifhment •, and 
beings fo compleatly wicked, are feldom 
fyfiered to dcfcenci into the grav€ in 
peace. . 

But before we put an end to this con- 
dudang chapter, we ihall make fome ob- 
fcrvations on that part of our heroine's 
condud):, which fome people will be apt 
to cenfure. I have already apolc^zed for 
the fmall refiftance ihe made when (he found 
hcrftlf encircled in the arms of a man 
who ihe imagined was to become her huf^ 
band, and fuch fcrupulous readers I refer 
to that apology* O let it be confidered, 
th^t fallible creatures, in cenfuring one 
another, ought to be extremely candid^ 
and for one error in condu£^ let nonp we- 
i\ime to defpife their neighb(»3r5. who 
arnongil us has not committed greater 
violations ? And though it may not have 
been our fcrrtunc to be expofcd to To many 
:miib"able corifequcnces, yet when it is con- 
fidcrcd, that intention conftitutes the merit 
or demerit of aftions, we ought to be. 
very j^aring in our cehiiires.— -Prudence 
was certainly none of the qualities of oor 
fceroinei *but an hiftorian Ibould draw a 

chara^er 
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charaAer as it really exifted : And if this 
amiable lady was deficient in prudence, flie 
had a large fliare of generofity of dilpofi- 
tion and goodncfs of heart. Some m^ 
blame her for concealing from Captain 
Seymour the misfortune of her having a 
child, and riot revealing to him all the 
circumftances of her ftory. To thofe I an- 
fwer. That delicacy deterred her from it •, 
and that as ftie was confcious of her own 
innocence, Ihe difcovercd no immorality 
ih concealing what no duty commanded 
her to revetfl. HicJeed,-! fedlie^e, no woman 
in fo embarrafling a circumftance would 
have aftcd otherwife ; and we may appeal 
to the moft difcerning of our readers, whe- 
ther 'Captain Seymour (from the aftion of 
difhonour he committed againft an inno- 
cent lady under fuch circumftances of d'lU 
advantage, at Richmond)* does not de- 
ferve a higher jJunifliment than the Ihpck 
he met with ori his wedding-day. 

Whatever were her errors, a large por- 
tion of fufFerlng was decreed to . her ; and 
it muft give pleafure to every benevo- 
lent mind to find her now happy. And 
may that hour be far diftant which ftrips 
her of life ! May Ihe give many fiiir pledges 
of conjugal felicity to the wori^J lilay 
the clofe of her days be as ifcrene as 
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the noon of .her life I May the grim 
tyrant fteal at lafl gently on her! and 
when (he defcends to the manfions of the 
dead^ 

O may the tsrf lie light npoa her breafl ! 


> » 


THE END. 
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2>erbyfliire, Sec, with the intended one from. Leeds to 

Liverpool^, in 2 paits^ price 2s 6d each, illaftrated 

with geographical plans of dfiJliiRTent navigations. 

32 Chaaibaiijd*ft 
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52. Cluiin6aud*$ Frenck Exercffti, 2s 

^3. Rudiments of the Frencli tOBgne, t% 

34* MacbridcVMedical and Philofbphical Effajrs^ 5s 
3^. MuUerfs Foitification, with plates, 6s^ 

36. Palermo^s Italian Grammar, 5 s ^ 

37. Snollet^s Travels, 2^ vols. los 

38. Beggar^s Opera Songs, with mo&c for' harpfi^ 
chord, violin, or German liate, is 6d 

39« Acibtt's Voyage roond the World, by Walter^ 
with maps, 6s 

4a« Treatife on Opiam. By G. Young, M, D. 3s 64 
41 • Theobdd^s Shakefpear, 8 vols, cots, il 8s 
42. Fortunate Coomry Maid, % vols. 6s 
43* The Prater, by Niciiolas Babble, Efq. ts 

44. Aatigallkan ; or Adventures of H. Cobhan* 
Efq. js 

45. Advtfttares of Owea Gwia Vattghan, Ei^. % 
vols, 5s 

46. Sir Jah« Vaa^rogH^s Plays, 2 vols. 6s 

47. Miiton^B ParadilelJoft, with cuts, 3s 6d 

48. Z^. Smo)let*s Quixote, plates, 4 vols. 12a 
49* The Works of Mr. <3. Farqiihar» 2 vols. 6s 

50. Sir Rich. Steele's Dramatic Works, as 6d 

5 1 . Ktmber*s Peerage of England, with plates of 
arms, fupporters, &c. 3s 6d 

J 2. M . ■ I , 1 Peerage ^f Seotlaod, widi arms, 4^^ 
5s 6d 
^3« ■■ Peerage ofIreland,witharms,&c. 3s 6 j^ 

54. CroxalPa i£fop, as 6d 

55. Howard's Plays, 3s 

56. Ovid^aArt«f Lcwe, 3s 

57. -MnNrTerefia Conftahtia Philips, 3 vols, os 

58. Dramatic Works of N. Rowe, Efq. 2 vol. 6s 

59. Poems, by Mrs. Toilet, vie A. Boleyn, &c; as 

60. Lettec&of Abelard and Heloife, with Eloifa to 
Abelard, by Mr« Pope, is 6d, fewed 

6i. The fame book on fine paper, with elegant 
plates, 2s 6d bound 

62. Fidding's Tom. Jones, 4voIs.*ias 

#3. Otway*d 


m 


63. Otway't Drtmitic Works and Love- letters, 3 
vols. 9t 

64. Henrietta, by Mrs. Lennox, t vols. 6% 

65. Memoirs of the Countefs fierti ; traoilated by 
Mrs. Lennox, 2 vols. 6s 

66. Shakefpear's Works, 9 vol. 16s 

67. The Fair Circafilan, a dramatic performaocei 
with cots, by Dr. Croxall, is > 

68. Gerhard's Divine Meditations, 3s 

69. Philips** Splendid Shilling, is. or all his poemsj 
with CDt5, 2s 6d bound 

70. Barrow's Naval Hiftory, with 22 maps, naval 
(agagements, heads, &c. 4 vols. 1 2s 

71. Johnfon's Compleat Letter- Writer, as 

72. Mrs. Centlivre^s Plays, 3 vols. 9s 

73. Cibber*s Plays, 5 vols. 15s 

74. BrownV Roman Hift. for ichoob, 2S 

75. Martinis Gazetter, with feven maps^ 3s 6d -' 
^'76. The Engliih Theatre: CoaUining 20 comcdicsy 

•nd 20 tragedies ; 8 vols. i2mo. il 4s 

77. Genuine Memoirs of Maria, 2 vols, (s 

78. Adventures of Frank Clive, 2 vols. 6s 

79. Hatton*s Comes Coamercii, 2s 

So. The Novelift, with cnts, in 2 vols. 6s 
81. Pomfret's Poems, is 6d 
8a, The Wanderer : or, Memcirs of Charle« Scarlc* 
Efci. 2 vols. 6s 

83. The Surprizes of Love, in fonr Novels, 3s 

84. Roderick Random, 2 vols. 6i 

8;. Gordon's Yoong Man*s Companion, 2s 6d 
86. Mather's Young»Man*s Companion, as 
87^ HiAory of Sir Charles Beanfort, 2 vols. 6ft 

88. Adventures of Capt. Robert Boyle, 3s 

89. Mrs. Haywood's Love 10 its variety, 28 6d 

90. Almoran and Hamet. By Dr. Hawkcfw(tfth# 
2 ?ois. 43 fewed. 

91. The Difcovery, or. Memoirs of MarianoeMw- 
dlctoo, 2 vols. 6s 

92. Hi$oryx)f Haniol Watfort, 2 vols, js 

: ..••••.'* • 93. Matn- 


93- Matrimony, a Novel, by JohuShebbearc, M.D» 
.2 vols. ismOy 6s 

94« Fielding's Jofeph Andrews, a vols. 6$ 
9$. Thooiion*s Seafons, gs 

96, Young Lady "a Geography, maps, &c. 3s 

97. The Matrimonial Preceptor, 3s 
93. New Duty of Prayer, is ad 

99. Hiflory of Mifs Delia Stanhope, 2 vol. 6s 

100. Dr. Brookes's Art of Angling, cuts, 3s 

101. Amorarda, or the Reformed Coquet, 29 

102. Nun's Poetical Letters to a Cavalier, with the 
Anfwers, as 6d 

103. Fruitlefs Enquiry, aNovel, by Mrs. Haywood, 
Author of Betfy Thonghtlefs, 3$ 

1 04. Adventures of Captain Singleton, by Daniel De* 
foe, 3$ • 

105. Dr. Young's Works, 5 vols, 155 
loov Prior's Poems, 3s 6d 

107. Spedtator, 8 vols. i6» 

108. Spencer's Works, 6 vols. las 

109. The Convent, 2 vols. 6s 

1 to. Memoirs of Count Palavicioi, 2 vols. 6s 

111. Hiflory of Major Bromley, 2 vols. 6s 

112. High Life, a Novel, z vols. 6s 

1 13« Hiftory.of Mifs Indiana Danby, 4 vols. las 

114. Compieat London Songfter, 25 

1 15. Anfon's Voyage round the World, 38 

116. Woman of Fa(hion, 2 vols, 6$ 
217. Gil Bias, by SmoUe', 4 vols, 8$ 

118. Captain in Love, 2 vols. 5s 

1 19. The Viiiting Day, 2 vols. 6s 

1 10. The Modern Wife, 2 vols. 6i 

121. Addifon's Mifcellanies, 4 vols. 129 

122. Gay's Plays, viz. Captives, Beggar's Opera» 
Polly, Achilles, DiAreiTed Wife, &c, 3s 

1 23. 1 he Country Seat, or Summer's Evening Enter- 
tainments, 2 vols. 6s 

124. Tour through Great Britaii}, brought down to 
1769, 4 Vols. 12s ■ 

125. Salxhon^s Modem Gazetteer, with map?, ;s 6d 

126. Harris's 


•j 
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iz6. Harm'f View ofalltheDtfeares of Chilftvn, 3s 
1 27. Mrs. Fielding^ Life of Cleopatra and 06lavia, 3s 
r28. Hodie*9 . Dramatic Works, viz. Douglas» Agis, 
aod Siege of Aqoileia, 3$ 

129. Hprace> Latin avd Englilh, by Dr. Francis^ 4 
irols. I2S y^ 

130. Hiilorxof MiriPittboroagli, 2 voU. 61 

131. Gay^s Poems, 2 vols. 6s 

PLAYS, 8vo. lately printed, is 6d each. 

ALZIRAy by A. Hill Mahomet, altered by Dw. 
Achelwold, byA. Hill Garrick, Efq. 

Art and Nature, by the Maid of the Mill 

Rev. Mr. Miller ManofTafte 

Beggar'sOpera, with mafic Midas, a Comic Opera 

Caelia, or Perjured Lover Minor, by Mr. Foote 

Cymbelioe, by Hawkins Mifer by Mr* Fielding 

Diffembled Wanton Modiih Coaple 

Dooglas, by Mr. Hoflse Momos turned Fabnllft 

Double Falihood Mother-in-Law 

Double Miftake Oliver Cromwell 

£ifrid, or the Fair lacon- Orators, by Mr. Foote 

ftanti by A. Hill Papal Tyranny 

Fa&iopable Lady Peiiander, by T. Atkins, 
Fatal Vifion, by A. Hill Efq. 

Fate of VilUny Plain Dfaler, alteaed by 
Foundling, by Mr. Moort BicLfrilafr 

Guardian Outwitted Prodigal, by.T. Odell, Efq. 

Henry V. by A. Hill Rinaldo, by A. Hill 

Henry VIII. by Mr. Grove Roman Revenge 

with cuts Scanderberg, by Havard 

Highland Paiz^ with Ma-^ ITifliolecui, by B. Martin 

fick ; Timon in Love, by Ra]% 

Humours of Oxford, v . Vilkge Opera^ by Johmiba 

Independent Patriot * Univerfal PaiSon « 

lofolvent, or Filial P^qr Widow Bewitched 

Love in a Villi^e ^ > ' Zara^ with the Interlude 
Low^ by the. C^m 

-.-. :\; .. .i7;^'"- FARCES, 
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FARCES, •&€; 8vo. 

Aot%ipr» by Mr. Foote 
Beggars Wedding 
Boarding School 
Britons Strike Home 
Chambermaid 
Cittzeii. by Mr, Morphy 
CofFecHoufe 
Damon and PhilHda 
Devil of a Dake 
Edgar and Emmeline 
Fatal Extravagance 
Generous Free-mafoa 
Hofpital for Fooii 
Jovial Crew 


lately printed, is each. 

King Lear, altered b^ G« 

Colmao, Efq. 
Livery Rike 
Merty Cob!er 
Mida«9 altered 
Mafes in Monriiing 
PharAaces, an Opera 
Plaii^>ealer»by Wycherley 
Quakers Opera 
Rover, by Mrs. Behn 
Spirit of Contradidtion 
Tafte, by S, Foote, Efq. 
Thomas and Sally 
Walking Statue', or the 

Devil in the Wine Ctllar 


PLAYS, I 

^fop, by Vanbrtrgh 
Atbiom and AlbiaTios 
Albion Queens, by Banks 
Alcibiades, by Otway 
Ail for Love, by Dry den 
Alzira, by A. Hill, Efq, 
Ambitious Step- mother 
Amboyoa, by Dryden 
Amorous Widow 
AmphytrioB, by Dryden 
Anatomtil, b^ Ravenfcroft 
Anna BuUen, by Banks 
Artful liuiband 
Artifice, by Centlivre 
Athaliarby Duncomb 
Aurengzebe,.by Dryden 
Bd/r,t iable 
Beaux Stratagem 
Beggars Opera 
Bold Stroke for a Wife 
Bufiris, by Dr. Young 
Bufy Bcdy, by Centlivre 


2 mo. 6d each. 

Caius MaHus 
Captives, by Gay 
Carelefs HulHir^ 
Cato, by AddTlon 
Chances 

Chaplet, by Mr. Mendf ss 
Committee, by Howard 
Con que ft of Granada 
Con fc loos Lovers 
Contrivances^ by Carey 
Country LafTes 
Cymbeline, byShakefpeare 
Cymbeline, altered by D. 

GarrickyEfq. 
Devil to Pay, by CoSity 
DiftreiTed Mother 
Don Carlos, by OtwAf 
Don Sebadian 
Double .Dealer 
Double Gallant 
Drummer, by Addlfon 
^DukeofGttiilB 

Duk* 


ake and no Dake 

ir] cf EITex, by Baak$ 

renin g*s Love 

'crj Man in his Hamoury 

altered by D. Garricky 

Efq 

ir Qaaker of Deal 

ir Peoitenty by Rowe 

tal Secret 

ora, or Hob in the Well 

iendfhip in Fslhion 

neral, by Sir R. Steele 

&iii€fter» by Mrs. Cent- 

livre 

*o. Barnwelly by Lillo 

reenwich Park 

imfcc, by Shakefpeare 

en. V. by Shakefpeare 

en. V. by A. Hill, Efq. 

^foic Daughter 

Qnell YorkQureman 

ne Gray; by Mr. Row6 

ae Shore» by ditto 

condanty by Farquhar 

dian Emperor,byDrydea 

dian Qtieen» by ditto 

and Prificefs 

ng Arthur, by Drydcn 

ng Lear, by Shakefpeare 

itto, byTa;e 

ng John, by Shakefpeare 

idies Laft Stake ^ 

)ve for Love 

)ve in a Riddle 

)ve's hd Shift 

>ve makes a ]\t8n 

ring Lover," by Steele 

acbech 

ourliing Bride 

jrjuror - . t" . 


OldBatchelor 

Orcoaoko, Jby South^rft 
Orphan, byOtway 
Otheilo, by Shakefpca-e 
Phaedra an<fHippo]itu5 ^ 
Polly, by Mr. Gay 
Pfoiroked Hofband, by C, 

Gibber, E'^q^. 
Proftked Wire 
Recruiting Officer 
Refufal* by Gibber 
Rehearfal, by D. of Bocks 
Relapfe, by Vanbrugh 
Rfveage, l?y Dr. Young 
Richard III. altered by 

Gibber 
Rival Queens, by Lee 
Roflneo and JuKet, altered 

by D. Garrick, Efq. 
School Boy, by Gibber 
She would ar^ ihe would 
f nof^ by Cibber >^ 

Sieg^eof DamafcQs ' 

Sir Gourt. Nice by Growiy 
Sir Harry \iiWair "* 

Sir Walter Rait igh 
•Squire of Alfatia • •- 

Stage- Goach^'by Farquhar^ 
Sufpicious Hi^ind 
Tamerlane, by .Rowe 
Tender Hofband, by Sieeic - 
Theodofios, by Lee 
Tunbridge Walks 
Twin Rivals, by Farqtiliar 
Venice Prefer ved, byOtway 
Way of the World 
What d'ye call it 
Wild-Gallant 
Wonder, by CentKvre 
^ara, by A. Hill, Efq;^ 
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